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that Wok + convened, and afterward; affe 5 
death for the proſaſſion of the goſpel, and afſerting the _ — 
truth and certain of the Chriſtian religion agdinf® _ 
. its oppoſers ©. Theſe things are written for "our 
. rafifuction, and may fo fortify ni, that it may not be in 
the power of thoſe dectervers who are abroad in the 
"world, to weaken our faith and confidence in the mercy 
ef God, and the merits of our bl:fſed $ Sieur, thbt gu” 
Hall at laſt attain everlafling lift and happineſs. 8 
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JESUS CHRIST. | 


; FT 4 ende, thar hiv the whole whole bo of the _ 7 
'- © the lame chat we eg Chriſt, — — and. 


ſſent from God to be a Sabiour, x . a Paciſier 
of God's wrath, a Mediator botwęern God and man, a2 
Sutisſter for the fins and offences of the Whole world, a 
| _ -Reſforet of aur innoceney loft N Paradiſe, a Maſter = 
and Inftrotor,, a Lawgiver, a ſpiritual and enternal # 
ig, that ſhoulki fit and rule and reign in our hearts, 
to conquer the of aj and tyranny of Satan, 8 enemy 
of mank ind, who overcame our firſt parents 4, Faradiſo, 
and er ceuſerh to AHait us wit - his. e T 
oY ebe firft coyenant that wer God a NG man | 
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_ This covenant being broken by eur common pra- 
genitot, he recrived judgment accordingly, but with 
this benign promiſe: th ſeed of the. b].) e 
. | fuuld break the ſerpent bead, ho had beguiled 
F them; and he ſhould lie in wait to hurt the heel of 
mank ind: That is, the time ſhall come, when one 28 
ſhall proceed out of the ſeed of the woman who hall 
conquer death and ſin, the weapons of the devil, and + 
hall make void all his temptations, and trample them 
' under his feet, ang this ſhall be Chrift, the Meſſiah of 
. THhewolld.- ett: 3 n . 
| For whatſoever the latter Jews dr That the 
| Meſſiah ſhould ſet up a temporal Eingdom, and reſtore 
| them to their country and former goyernment : It 'is- 
| evident the ancient Rabbies of that nation, in the old 
Chaldee paraphraſe, called the 3 Tatgum, ap- 
ply theſe words, That the devil that deceived Adam, 
fay ing, Mankind has an infallible and preſent remedy  - 
da againſt thee, O Satan ! For the time will come that 
, © they ſhall tread thee down with their heels, by tha 
help of the Meſſiah, who ſhall be their King,” 
Ihe very ſame promiſe is fever times repeated and 
eſtabliſhed to Abraham, who lived near two thouſand: 
years after Adam, and again to Iſaac, his fon, after 
fx Gen. xii. 18, 22. Ia thy: ſeed ſhall all thi ma. 
| ion of the earth be bleſſed 72 which had been A ſmall - : 
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benediction to Abraham, or to the Jews- after him, 
{that never actually ſaw the Meſſtah) if ke had been a 

= — defiroy all that would not ſubmit to the Jewiſh conſti. 
Baut Jacob propheeiech Plainly, at is death, of . 
eomin 8 CHAR, tn theſe words ; +. The e 
| © his feet, till Shiloh, or the Meſſiah-comey and te kim 


J 8 ral King over the Jews obly: And à much leſe 2 
tution. Ne 
eee from Judabs nor a law-giver keen es 
i - „ ſhall the gathering of the * be. Whieh 
| | e 8 
| 


i words the fore-named Chaldee.. paraphraſe, - ae” | 
, * = \ + 1 1 4 f 1 . " 2 — 2 n 4 
Wy great Onkeles, (both of ngular authority among e | 
bo Jews) interpret, Until Chriſt aud'the Meſſiah come," 
1 Jer - interpret, © atil Chriſt aud the Meſſiah come, 
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the hope and expeRtation of . as, well as the 
Sentiles, then can he not be a temporal King to de- 
ſtroy the Gentiles, as the late Jews imagine: But a 
- ſpiritual' King to reign over them, and to bring into 
fubjection their ſpintual enemies, namely, the world, 
the Meſh and the devil, as all true chriſtians believe. 
Baut to leave this controverſy with the latter Rabbies, 
and to proceed to ſhew that Chriſt was foretold and 
| — to the Jews: It is to be obſerved, that after 
the death of Jacob, little is recorded of the doings of 
; the Jews, during the four hundred years that they were 
in bondage in Egypt ; yet that nation have a tradition, 
that as ſoon as they were delivered out of that flavery, 
and come into that wilderneſs in their travels toward 
the land of Canaan, the three ſons of Korah, Aſſir, 
Elkanah, and Abiaſaph, mentioned in Exod. vi. and 
in other places, compoſed divers ſongs and pſalms in 
the praiſes and expectations of the Meſſiah to come, and 
the holy men of that time ſolaced themſelves with 
ſinging of the ſame ; and that king David. afterward 
in the ſecond 
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8 Tun” LITE. 23 
88 Meffah was to come, had this | more a 
reyealed to him than to any before him: For 
aſſured, that Chriſt ſhould be born of that Köck . 
God had promiſed him by the prophet Nathan, ſaying, 
Thy ſeed will 1 eſtabliſh forever, and build ap fly 
* throne in all generations; for I have made a cov enant 
© with my chofen, and have ſworn to David my ſervant:“ 
Which words the latter Jews apply to king Selomon, 
and may in ſome ſenſe be true, bes Solomon was a 
type of Chriſt to eome, but cannot be verified in him, 
ton earthly kingdom was rent and divided by Jero- 
„and A unde of an eternal 
Nag, which ſhould rife out of David's ſeeg; and 
therefore it is ſaid in Pſalm ii. Thou art my on, this 
day have I begotten thee, I will give thee the heathen 
« for thy inheritance, and the utmoſt parts of the earth 
for thy poſſeffion :* Which was never fulfilled in 
Solomon, nor in any other temporal King after him. 
And much lefs what is written in Pfal. lzx11.-* He ſhall - 
© reign from ſea to ſea, and from the rivets to the ends 
© of the earth. All kings ſhall fall down before him; 
« all nations ſhall worſhip him. His name ſhall — 
forever, as long as the ſun ; and all nations- ſhall eat 
_ © him bleſſed. All theſe promiſes and expreſſions. can 
never be applied to any but Jeſus'Chrift alone. 
his promiſe made to David for Chriſt to come of 
his ſced, is repeated after his death by many of his 
prophets, particularly by. Jeremiah; Chap. xxili. Be- 
bold the days come, ſaith the Lord, that I will raiſe. 
 - © unto David a righteous branch, and a King ſhall reign _ 
and praſper; and this is his name, whereby he ſhall 
bo called ' THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS”. 
All this was, ſpoken of Dayid's iced above four hundred 
years alter his death.” - + A 
Fackel, likewiſe, who was conte -mporary with Ie. X 
wiah, calls the Meſſiah by the name of David Himſelf; 
Ezek. xX 1 will fave my flock, and they ſhall be” 
no mote ł ey: And I will ſet up one ſhepherd; over-- 6 
c them, and e all feed them, even my fervant Dabei, 
bo yo he Welke 3 FY, ox FIT among 


_— 
\ 
2. 3. ent 
9 r | 
, * 7 = * 0 
f Tee $4. 7 ors * — N s 
. » of = 4A. — 82 
* * 1 \ . 
5 v Fs 
o N 2 nf _ 8 8 
%, 2 A CY L - 


4 N . N 
£ " A. 

= © * 4 

25 > &, ew, 

. 


ih o 
t | =o _ 
r a 


„them and he thlll feed them:“ Which words, both 


Chriſtians and the modern Jews in the Tahnud, confeſs. 


to be meant ot the Meſſiah, and we believe to be fore“ 
told of Chriſt; David being four hundted years before, 


of God. 1 
Iaiah the prophet, who lived above one hundred 
years before Jeremiah or Ezekiel, had plain and emi- 
nent diſcoveries of the Meſſiah, in the xlix; 1, Ii, In, 
and liii chapters of that Props wherein he ſays, 


nd could not come again to govern and feed the people 


That Chriſt being ſent. to. 
them; and that gte is ſent to the 6 
promiſes. He ſhews that the occaſion of the Jews be- 


ing caſt off is not to be imputed to the Meſſiah, he 


having ability to ſave, by his obedience in that work, 


and by confidence of God's affiftance, Chriſt there 
perſuaded: his church to believe bis free redemption ;. 


to receive the miniſters, thereof to joy in the power 
thereof, and that his Eingdom ſhall be exalted. Ihe 
phet alſo complains of the incredulity of the people, 


Pro | 
excuſeth the ſcandal of the croſs, by the benekt cf 


Chriſt's paſſion, and the good ſucceſs thereof: The 


Jews, - he complains of 
Gentiles with gracious 


- {ame prophet” pattiehlarly expreſſes the graces and di- 
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vine ptopetrties; of Chriſt, as that „ He ſhall forever 


© overthrow-and deſtroy death; he ſhall open the eyes 
de 


« of the blind, and the ears of the deaf; be” ſhall not 
©cry nor contend, nor ſhall except the petſon of any 


man, but in truth” he ſhall bring forth truth in 


righteouſneſa. And Daniel lived in the end of. the 
captivity of Babylon, ſome time before Hoggal Za- j 
k 


chary or Malachi, who were the laſt prophets that ever 
Souriſhed>among.the Jews, almoſt fire hundred years 


before the coming of Chriſt ; ſpeaks plaioly of bis 
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being cut off, and put to death, Dan. ix. And to infiſt 
upon no more, the whole ſcripture centres in this paint, 


ta foretel and manifeſt Chriſt robe the Meſſiah, by figns, 


IIS > 


heures,.. parables, and rophecies. n 
"Bur to be more part i 


But to be more particular in the demonſt 


momentous and undamental. truth: That this Jeſus 
af whom tbe four evangsliſls treaty; is the tree Melliah,; 
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3 er us oj dre the 'chriſtian'sFo poſpel (with the evi ler; 
ee or” the apart of Chriſt under the one, with the 
2 Prophecies of the Meffiah under the other; and thenee 
cConclude, chat if Whatſoever Was foretold concern 
the Mefllah, was fulfilled in this Jeſus Chriſt ;_ then he 
Was undoubtedly the Meſſiah who was to come into the 
{world for the Halvation of mankind ;-to make which 
_comparifon the more exact, let us run through -the 
ſeveral circumſtances that attended his birth, life, death, 
|  refurreRtion and-aſcenfion, and obſerve how punAually 
| _ the 2 of chem were fulfilled in eyery par- 
ay 


#. * * 
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ticula ry 


| And fg, For the birth of b the ler faith, 
He was to be born of the ſeed of Abraham,” Gen. 
1 xX1i. 18. and David, 2 Sam. vii. 12. and of the ſeed 
1 of Jeſſe, Iſaiah xi. 1. From whence he is fre — 
. called, b ' the Jews, The ſon of David.“ Teig pel 
4 one: faith, hiſt was the ſon of David, che Ton of 
Abraham, Matt. i. 2. "The law, + Thar he-was to'be 
| horn of a virgin,” Iſa. vii. 14. The | , That 
* Mary, a virgin, brought forth this Jeſus, Ma 3 1. 18. 
Lake i. 17) 31» 35. ap. 1. V. VI. vii. The law, 
That he —_— o be 2 at Bethlehem” Eph 
Mech. v. 2. That this Jefus was born 
Mas. Ii. 7. L. Toe by, Iv. 5; 6. The law fays, 
e was to de brough . 
The goſpel, © That 5 was called thence, Matt. 
1 19% 20. be law, That one ſhould go before the 
> Mal, iii. 5. *and ſhould cry in the wilderneſs,” 
Y fa, Ni. n got, „That Johp Baptiſt did fo 
© hefare tt. Iii. 1. 33 The law, 
L That the Niemah should preach the doctrine of ſalva- 
* tion in Galtlee, who, ang before in darkpeſy, _—_ 
« fee. great Hp Ila. ix. 1 24 The gofpel, | 
6 Matt."xyiii. 1, 23 The law, N 
in the days of the Meffiah, the 3 of the blind ſhonld 
1 andthe cars of the af ſhould be ungep- 
the lame leap, and the tongue of the dumb fings 
15 A. XXV. Bo ofpel, * That it was ſo in che days 
* . Xl, 3. Ic 
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eive, Ifa, vi. 9 © That ſcei 
e 1 did not ſee, a 1 5 . did not hear, nor 
et underſtand,” Matt. xitl, f 13 "The law; That he 
«I be deſp iſed and rej jected 57 men, a man of e 
and ac 7 with ries! Ita. liti. 3. The | 
That feln Chriſt 52 not where to lay his head," 
Matt, viii. 20. His ſoul was exceeding forrowful, 
© even unto death, Matt. xxvi.-38. Tea, he was in 
© an agony, and his ſweat was 5 drops of blood,” Luke 
xxii. 24. So well was he ac with grief, The 
law ſays, That he ſhould ride + into Jeruſalem upon an 
d aſs, and upon a colt, the foal of an aſe, Zech. xi. 9. 
And the goſpel, «© That Jeſus Chriſt, as be was 


1 * to Jerulalem, having found an aſs, ſat thereon,” John 

* Xii. 14. Matt. xxi, 6. At which time the law faith, 

1 The « ſhould cry Hoſanna : Bleſſed is he that 

if « 2 in the name of the Lord, Pal. cxviii. 26. 

1 2 c That they did fo to Chriſt,” Matt, xxi. 

py « That one of his own familiar f 

I in whom 2 truſted, which did eat of his bread, aid 

% « 42 25 kim into the hands of the 51 Matt. Xxvi. 
7 Luke xxii. 46. The law, That he ſhould. be 


1223 at, and ſold for thirty pieces of filver, with 
which ſhould be bought the r Field,” ' itchy 
12, 13. The goſpel, © That they coygoanted al 
Judas to betray Teſs for thirty 9 of ſilver,” 1 

Xvi. 15, © with which they | __— 5 

Potter's Field,” Chap. xxvi. 3. The 
[one be . among the tranſg e Ia. lii. 


3 XV. 27. Matt. xxvii. 38. 
The law, That he ol be wounded and bruiſed, 

ſa, Hi. 5. The goſpel, © That t y ſcourged Jeſus, 
| d. XXVii. 26. s 


1 The ſhould pierce . agel, That the 2 
I „Xii, 19» . £ 22 
ructfied jelg, Matt. il 19. Th e Xxiii. — 
| uſed to 8 the hands vl oy NWI thatwere 
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« They ſhall hear bat not Jex and fee yet not...” 
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put to "is FAT and gt thein” io the croſs: But : 
though they ſhould pierce his flaſhy yet the law faith, 
2 ſhall not break His bones, no, not one of them,” 
Exod. xii. 46. Numb. ix, 12. Pſal. xxxiv- 20. The 
goſpel, « That they break not its legs of Chriſt,” John 
xix, 33 36. The law, That they ſhould ſce him, 
© ſhould langh him to ſcorn, fhobt ont their lips, and 
© ſhake their heads, ſaying, He trufted in the Lord, 
« that he would 1 Let him deliver him, 
'« ſeeing he delighted in him, Pfal. xxit. 8. The 
25 C That the dead and phariſees did ſo by Chriſt," 
: 5. xXxXvii. 42. 43+ The law ſaith, * They ſhoul4 
e gall for meat, and Yinegar to Urink,” Pal. Xliv. 
21. Al the goſpel, That they gave Chriſt vinegar. 
to drink, ming ed with > fe Matt. xxvit. 34. 38. 
The law, © That they ſho rt his garments among 
© them, and caſt lots upon bs eſture, Pſal. xxii. 19. 
The goſpely * That they 3 rted Jeſus's garments among 
them, > Flops. att. XII. 35. "John. Nx. 23. 
Mark ME Ve, 2 7 5 
8 * the time of this Jeſus coming into ibe 
JR it is certain, chat he came before the ſecond 
temple. was deingliſted, for it is ſaid, „That he went 
into the temple, Matt. xix. Tx en, he himſelf 
bh. ns daily in it, vex. 47. ; Which means the 
| = ſecond temple was . chan tbe glury 
5 8 | 
4 
Faloh, or 
the Mefbah come, Gen, Ixix, 18. A* Ha certain 
it did not depart from Judih, till Herod way. b' 
Auguſtus aud the ſenate of » Rome, made King 'of 
- Jadea, i thoſe days this Jeſus: was born, Matt. it, 2. 
Luke L And fo Daniel's ſeventy weeks, or four 
hundred and ninety yeats, did, exactly reach unto, 
wete determined in the days of this Jeſus, "as mig 
eaſily be demonſtrated, Lo that all the old — 
concerning the time vf che Meſſtah's coming, ming, e Fer- 
fe My fulfilled in this Jalus of Nazareth. 
8 che * * An tho. e chi | 


Was 


rſt; according to the pro heay of | 
for. Jacob's prophecy, That Wa. 15 
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was crucified, yet God would not leave his ſoul in 
hell, nor ſuffer his holy one to ſee corruption', Pſal. 
kvi. 10. And that when God ſhould make his foul a 
© ſacrifice for ſin, he ſhould ſee his ſeed, and prolong 
© his days, Iſa. liii. 10. which plainly implies, Thar f 
though the Meſſiah ſhould die, yet he ſhould riſe again, 
and that within a few days too, otherwiſe he would 
have ſeen corruption. Now the : goſpel ſays, That this. 
© Jeſus roſe from the dead, Matt. xxyiii. 6. Luke 
Xiv. 6. -* and that he was ſeen” of ſeveral. after his 
* reſurreQion, as of Mary Magdalen, Matt. xxviil. 9. 
© of the eleven diſciples,” ver, 16, 17, 18. Mark xvi. 
14. of the two that were going to Emmaus,” Luke 
XXIV. 13, 1% 15- of Simon Peter alone, ver. 24. 
and of all the diſeiples gathered together, the doors 
being ſhut, John xx. 19. Aad to be ſure that it was 
imſelt, and not an ition, Thomas, one of the 
twelve, thruſt his hands into his fide, and found it fleſh 
and blood indeed, and he did eat and drink before 
them, Luke xuiv. 43. which it is impoſſible that a 
fpirit ſhould do. He was ſeen of Petet and John, and 
other diſciples, while they were fiſhing, and eat and 
drank with them. John xxi. Of ſi ve hundred brethren 
at once; and of Paul himſelf, 1 Cor. xv. 6. Neither 
did he lie fo long as to ſee corruption, for he was buried 
but the day betote the Sabbath, Mark xv. 42. and roſe 
the day after, PP; ]˙ÜðÜ——rðj 3 
Again Jeſus was not only to riſe again, but the law _ 
ſaith,” „He was to aſcend on high, to lead captivity 
pave,” and to gde gifts unto. men, Pſal. xvi. 18. 
dw this cannot buf be an undoubted character of the 
Meffiay” not only td riſe from the dead, but to aſcend = 
up. to heaven, and then to diſperſe his gifts among the 
children of men, and that Chriſt did ſo, is evident 
from the goſpel; for after he had ſpoken with them, 
He was received up into heaven, and there ſat at the 
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gave ſuch-gifts to men, as that his diſciples of à ſudden 
ere enabled to ſpeak all manner of languages, Acts ad 8 
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right hand of God, Acts i. 6. Luke xxiv. 51. He #- 
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To work many ſigns and wonders,” Chap. v. r2. 
© To heal all manner of diſeaſes, ver. 15, 16. Vea, 
-< with a word ing to cure a man lame from his 
© mother's womb,” Chap. iii. 6,„ 7. 
Theſe confiderations ſeem to make the goſpel à per- 
fect tranſcript of the law, and the hiſtories of Jeſus are 
nothing elſe but the prophecies of Chriſt turned into a 
biſtory, and certainhy the piety of his life, the purity | 
of has doctrine, and his miraculous works, are a farther 
confirmation of the truth of what is here related: For 
4 | tne miracles that he wrought, | as the healing the fick 
ty with a word of his mouth, raifing the dead, feeding fo 
ny many thonſands with fire loaves, and the like, were ſo 
Vi powerful and convincing, that his very enemies who 
would not believe him to be the Meſſiah, could ſcarce - 
deny him to be a God, as Joſephus, the Jewiſh hiſtorian, - 
teſtifies in his antiquities, Lib. 18. Chap. iv. And, it 
is a tenet to this day among fome of them, That the 
_ miracles which Jeſus did were not deluſions or juggles 
of Satan, but real miracles, 1 as they pretend, 
by che virtue of the name of God, Jehovah,” which 
| they ſay Jefus got out of the "temple; whereby: it is 
Plwain, that they acknowledged God to be the author of 
them, which doubtleſs could not be unleſs they 
were agreeable to his will; and for the glory of. his _ 
ne RE 3 ne IRE 
Neither was the doctrine of the goſpel only eftabliſh- 
a at the firſt, but *propagmed afterward by miracles, 
that a doctrine {0 contrary to fleſh and blood, as pro- 
poſin » nothing in this life, but that the profeſſors of | it 
Mould have troubles in this world, ſhonld be Le 2 
among wolves, ſhould be 8 impriic — 
ſcourged, put to death, and be hated of all men for 
* their maſter's ſake ; and this doctrine propagated by 
a company of fimple illiterate men, who had neither 
Oer to force, nor eloquence to perſuade men to the 
belief of it, or embraeing it; chat yet ſuch perſons 8 
theſe wete, ſhould ever make any of the Jews, Who 


expe dted a King for their Mefſiah, to advance them to 
temporal dizaities, to believe that this Jeſus whom 


T; themſelves 
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„„ enn. - 
and crucified at Jeruſalemy was 
that perſon ; or that they ſhould be able to propagate 


the - goſpel. among the - Gentiles allo, who neither 
believed in the trace God, nor expected any thing of a 


themſelves ſcou 


Meſſiah to come and redeem them: Let this they did, | 
and brought -over not - only many Fares but whole 
0 


nations, and countries to profeſton of the goſpel, 
ſpreading this moſt holy doctrine among the maſt 
barbarous and ſinful people in the world, maugre- all 
the oppoſition that the world, the fleſh, and the devil 
could make againſt it. © : 


-. 


Now, no man that exerciſeth his reaſon, can imagine, 
that they did all this purely by their own ſtrength; wor 


that theſe wonderful effects could ever have been pro- 
duced by any. thing leſs than the wiſdom, and power, 


and faithfulneſs of their Lord and maſter, whoſe ſervice” 


they were engaged in, and who promiſed to be with 
© them to the end of the world,“ Matt, xxvili. 20. 
Doubtleſs it was nothing elſe but the ſpirit of the 
moſt high God that aſſiſted them, and accompanied the 
word they preached; otherwiſe it could never have 
made ſuch a deep impreſſion upon the hearts of them 
that heard it,. as not only to command their attentions, 
but to hinder them from reſiſting (when they ſtrove aud 
endeavoured” to do it) that power and authority by 
which the diſciples ſpake. I 2255 IS OS 

So that it is evident, that all the books of the 
ancient law, with all thoſe which have been received 
into the canon of the ſcriptures, by the church of God, 
ſince the coming of Chriſt, Which we call-the -New + 
Teſtament, (which teſtify the truth of the divinity. of 
our Saviour) I ſay” that all thoſe books from the 


beginning of Geneſis, to the end of the Revelations, 
are indeed the Written word af the eternal God. 2 


dictated by his own ſpirits ſuch as himſelf was pleaſed 


to employ in the Writing of them, and that they con- 


tain in them a perfect fule of faith and manners; ufon 


the due obſervance of which no man can fail of 
. e and ſexying God in ſuch a manner, as will 
be acceptable to him here, and enjoying hereafter 
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thoſe © exceeding great and precious promiſes,” that he 
has reſerved in heaven for ſach as do fo. | 44 
And as to the time of the coming of the Meſſiah, 
it is evident, That about one thouſand fix hundred 
years ago, the Jews did generally expect it, and that 
many did pretend to be the perſon; as one Barcozbah 
at this time declaring himfelt to be the man; almoſt all 
the whole nation unanimouſly joined themſelves to him, 
inſomuch, that the Jews report, there were no leſs 
than four or five hundred thoufand of them ſlain by the 
emperor Adrain, in the city Bitter, ali fighting in de- 
fence of this countericit Mefliah ; many others likewiſe 
pretended to be he, and ſome to this day hold, that he 
is already come, but that by ' reafon of thetr fins he is 
not revealed to them, e 
Now it is to be obſerved, That by the conſent of 
all chriſtian writers, Jefus, whom we believe and con- 
> feſs to be the ttue Chriſt, was born the 25th of De- 
cember, in the forty-ſecond year of Auguſtus Cæſar, 
the Roman Emperor, and fifteen before his death; in 
the thirty-third year of the reign of Herod, Ning of 
Judea ; 'and from the creation about four thouſand 
years; the ſtate of the world being thus at Chriſt's 
nativity : The chiee monarchics of the world, the 
Aſſyrians, Perſians, and Grecians, were paſſed away 
and ended, and the Roman, greater than all the former, 
was begun according to the prophecy of Daniel, five 
hundred years before Auguſtus ; who after five civil wars, 
and infinite bloodſhed and devaſtations, in the world, 
reigned alone in peace many years; and in token of 
untverſal peace over the earth, the temple of Janus (or 
war) was ſhut, which happened but twiee before ſince 
the building of Rome, and the very ſame day that 
Chriſt was born in Judea, Auguſtus commanded in 
Rome (as was afterwards obſerved) that no man ſhould 
cali him Lord, thereby ſignifying the liberty and ſe. 
curity which mankind now enjoyed, after the world 
kad ſuſtained ſuch woful deſolations wars, for fo 
many yeats, and ſaying, unknowing, at a greater 
Ind than he, was now born into the world; oh 
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ſhould be three monarc 
up God's 


was born at the juſt time predicted by the 
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agreed exactly to the meet of Daniel, that there 


ies, and the laſt the greateſt, 
at whoſe appearance. the Mefliah ſhould come and build 

e throughout the whole world; and 
Haiah, one hundred years before, foretold, that at the 
coming of Chriſt, © The people ſhould fit in peace, 
c and 5 there ſhould be no end of peace ;* and King 
© David, Pſalm Ixxi. ſays, In his days ſhall the righteous 


© flouriſh, and there ſhall be abundance of peace, which 
_ was then very neceſſary for the quict planting and pub- 
nſking of the goſpel of Chriſt ; the wars which had ſo 


long diſturbed the earth, miraculouſly almoſt ceaſing at 
this very time, to make way for the coming of the 
Prince of Peace. To conclude this point of Chriſt's 
appearing,. | IE 

About his birth, there conEurred ſo many circu:n- 
ſtances, as the general peace of the Roman empire; 
the expiration of the line of Judab, the fulfilliag of 
Daniel's weeks; the public fame and expectation of the 
Jews, with their vain expectations for one thouſand fix 
hundred years of another Mefſiah,. Their being diſ- 


perſed all over the world, without temple, law, ſacrifice, 
1 prophes or promiſe for their redemption, which never 


appened to them in all their former captivities, before 


de death of Jeſus, and which promiſes they had for 
- their conſolation in their miſeries; theſe things being 


laid together, we may aſſuredly conclude, that Chritt 
ſpirit cf Gd: 
and conſequently, that he only was the true Meſſiah 


and Sayiour of the world. So that when the fulneſs of 
time was come, after the I repetition of promiſes ; 


the expiration» of the Jewiſh nation; the longing and 
earneſt waitings of all holy perſons ; God having great 
compaſſion towards mankind, remembering his promiſes, - . 


and our great neceſſities, ſent his ſon into the world, 
to take upon him our nature, and that guilt of fin which 


it had contracted, and all that puniſhment which was 


-- conſequent thereto; which came to paſs after the fol. 
5 lowing manner: 5 | EIT SEES - 
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< | ba the days of Herod the King, the Angel Gabriel 
was ſent from God unto a city of Galilee, named 
| Nazareth, to a holy maid eſpouſed to Joſeph, and found 


10 


| perſon young, her years florid and ſpringing, her bod 


vine graces, and God poured upon her a full meaſure of 
{| honour in making her the mother of the Meſſiah: For 
be angel came to her and faid, © Hail, thou art highly 


| * favoured, the Lord is with thee, bleſſed art thou among 


in a dialogue between Gabriel and Mary, as follows : 
Gab, Hail, bleſſed Mary. | 


Gab. It is I. 

Mary. Who art thou ? N 
of heaven. 

Mary. 1 faint, 1 die. * £2 1. 

Gab. Fear not ſweet virgin, all the earth ſhall be 


Mary. How, Lord ? | PS . 
Gab. Thy virgin womb ſhall bear a ſon 
That ſhall redeem 8 80 | 
Mary, My Lord, how can ſuch wonders come to 
22M ſuch things be done 1 "ATT palſy 
By a poor virgin, never known by man? 
Gab. The Holy Ghoſt, at his appointed hour, 


_ 


Mary. Wonder of wonder? 
Gab. At whoſe height the choir of heav'n 
Stands raviſh'd, tremble and admire 
Mary. O may it be according to thy word ! © --. 


oP, 


+ her in a capacity and excellent diſpoſition to receive the 
greateſt honour that was ever beſtowed on the daughters 
of men, Her employment was holy and pious, her 


women.“ Which meſſage is paraphraſed by the poet, 


chaſte, her mind humble, and a rare a tory of 15 8 


Mary. What celeſtial tongue calls Coful Mary bleſſed ? | 


Gab. 1 am Gabriel, that belongs to the high choix 


Made debtors to thy womb, and bleſt in thes. 


"-*-Shall make thee pregnant hy his ſacred pow'r. 


Cab. . 4 


> 
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Gab, Before ten months fully completed be, 
Thou ſhalt be known the mother of our Lord, 
And thou ſhalt have thy Saviour on thy knee. 
Mary. Both heav'n and earth ſhall triumph, and the 
frame | | | | 
| Of hell ſhall tremble at Maria's name. 

Cab. All ages—paſt, preſent, and to come, 

Shall joy in Mary, and in Mary's womb. | 

The virgin having now. the Son of God in her chaſte. 
womb, and the holy Spirit in her heart, who had alſo 
overſhadowed her, enabling her to a ſupernatural and 
miraculous conception, * aroſe with haſte and gladneſs, 
to communicate that joy which was deſigned for all the 
world, and found no breaſt ſo proper to pour forth the 
emanations of her overjoyed heart as her couſin Eliza- 
beth, who had received this divine teftimony, that ſhe 
was righteous before God, walking is all the com- 
* mandments- and - ordinances of the Lord blameleſs,” 
who had alſo a ſpecial portion in this great honour, 
for ſhe was deſigned to be the mother of John the 
Baptiſt, who was ſent to be a forerunner, © to prepare 
the ways of the Lord, and make his paths firaight. 
And Mary aroſe, in thoſe days, and went into the 
| hill-country with hafte, into the city of Judah, and 
entered into the houſe of Zachariah,  aacs ſaluted 
Elizabeth ;“ the angel Gabriel having told her that 
he alſo had conceived a ſon in her old age, and this 
as the ſixch month with her who was called barren ; 
d that upon the ſalutation of Mary the babe leaped in 
ſer womb. It is not eaſy to imagine what ecſtacies of 
dy there were at this bleſſed meeting; two motbers of 
o great Princes, the one the greateſt that was born 


aY 


bis way ;' and their converſation was doubtiefs holy 
d all the faculties of nature turned into grace. After 
der own houſe ;* where, Hhen ſhe appeared with 

holy burthen to her huſband Joſeph, and that he 
Ea: 7c 


i 
* 9 


of a woman ;' the other his forerunner, © ta prepare 
d divine, as they were both prophetically iifpired, _ 


ey had re- ſaluted each other, © Mary abode with her 
oufin Elizabeth about three months, and then returned 
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perceived her to be with child, and knew that he never 
unſealed that holy fountain of virginal. purity, he was 
troubled, for although her deportment been both 
pious and chaſte to a miracle,. her carriage ſo reſerved 
as drove away all temptations and impure thoughts from 
thoſe that might fee or converſe. with- her, yet he, 
conſidering only the principles of nature, was minded 
to put her away, but yet privily, becauſe he was. 
a' good man, and knew her mor to be ſuch, that he 
ſeemed to offer violence to his ſenſes, to believe what 
was viſible and plain; and would therefore do it privately. 
© But while he thought ow theſe things, the angel of the 
Lord. appeared to him in a dream, ſaying, Joſephs thon 
© fon of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary, thy «27 
« wife ; for that which is conceived in her is of the 
© Holy Ghoſt, And Joſeph, being raiſed from ſleep, 
© did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took 
© unto him his wife. : | * 
he holy virgin could not but know, that Joſeph 
would be troubled with forrow; and inſecure apprehen- 
ſions concerning her being with child, but ſuch was her 
innocency and her e ce e x ws ay I 3 
Ace, EX ng, as we may pO ©, w Way 
would — 8 remedy hx — inconvenience-; for 
© if we commit ourſelves to God in well-doing, as unto 
© a faithful Creator, he will aſſert our innocency, and 
free us from ſcandal, if it be expedient for us; if it be 
not, it is not fit that we ſhould defire it, and aecordingly 
this bleſſed virgin was ſoon freed from che leaſt guilt in 
For Joſeph. was not haſty in the execution of his 
purpoſe, nor in the determining of his thoughts, but 
ſtood long in deliberation and longer before he acted 
in this invidious matter, which bad an appearance of 
rigour and ſeverity. He was firſt to have de famed and 
accuſed her publicly, and being convicted by the law, 
- the was to die, if be bad gone the ordinaty way: But 
| ke who was a juſt man, which, in the ſtile of ſcriprure 
and other wiſe writers, is, a good man, a-charttable 
man, thought it more agreeable to juſtice, to teat 
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an offending perſon with the eafieft ſentence, than to 
t things to extremity, and render the perſon deſperate 
and provoked by the worſt of what ſhe could fear, but 
waved the killing letter of the law, and ſecured his 
own intereſt and his juſtice too, hy intending to diſmiſs 
her privily. But before the thing was irremediable, 
God ended his doubts by an heavenly demonſtration, in 
ſending an angel to reveal to him the innocence of his 
h 10 0 — and the divinity of her ſon. Now although 
the manner of his conception, and the meſſage or 
_ - annfnciation made to the mother by the angel, depend 
2 principally upon the relation and credit of the virgin 
erſelt, Who only was privy thereto, and upon the 
teſtimony of Jofeph to A wha it was revealed by the 
ſame augel afterward, yet conſidering the circumſtances 
bol the thing itſelf, namely the frmplicity and honeſty | 
_of the reporters ; and that it was very unlikely that 
Joſeph being juſt, as he is called, would have con- 
gealed a thing ſo much againſt himſelf, and againſt the 
law, if he had not been fully aſſured of the truth of 
the affair, Again, the innocent age of the bleſled 
virgin, who (St. Auguſtine and other. ancient fathers 
write) was not above fourteen years old at that time ; 
all theſe things make it very improbable, that ſhe 
would invent ſuch a matter of herſelf ; and finally 
the ſtrange prophecy that ſhe uttered in her Canticle or 
Magnificat, and which we ſee now fulfilled : Albeit at 
that time very unlikely, that all nations ſhould call 
© her bleſſed, Sc. All theſe things conſidered, fully 
demonſtrate the trath of this matten. .. 
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=_ 12 holy maid may be judged to long to-be-a-glad 
| 1 mother, expecting when the Sun of Righteouſneſs 
"ould break forth from his bed, where nine months he 
had hid himſelf behind a fruitful cloud. About the 
end of which, God, who, in his infinite 
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te wiſdom, 


Why | cauſes 
7 2 oy * - . by." 


22 Thx LIFE or 


cauſes all things to cooperate to divine purpoſes, brought 
the holy virgin to Bethlehem, the city of David, to 
be taxed with her huſband. Joſeph, purſuant to a decree 
upon all the world, publiſhed by Auguſtus ; which 
happened in this juncture of time, that the prophecy of 
Micah might be fulfilled ; And thou Bethlehem, in 
* the land of Judah, art not the leaſt among the Princes 
* of Judah, for out of tkee ſhall come a governour that 
© ſhall rule my people Iſrael.. 

This rare att of providence is highly remarkable, 
becauſe this taxing teems. wholly ordered by God, to 
ſerve and miniſter to the circumſtances. of this birth, 
For this taxing was not in order to tribute. Herod 
was now King, and received all the revenues of Judah, 
paid a certain tribute to Auguſtus, as other Kings and 
Princes under the Roman dominion did; but this was 
only his ſending commiſſioners to tax every city, in 
order to make an inqueſt of the ſtrength of the empire, 
both in men and money, he having no other advantage 
by it ; but ſeems to be directed in it by him who rules 
and turns the hearts of Princes, that he might, by 


verifying, a prophecy, ſignify and publiſh the miſſion 


and birth of Jefus;.. 


When the holy virgin ived that the expeRtation 
of the nations 4 . at the very doors of revela- 

tion, ſhe brought forth the bleſſed Jeſus; and although 

all the world were concerned: in the birth of this great 
Prince, yet we do not read of any that miniftred at it, 
but the angels: And thus was Jeſus born of a poor 
mother, in a poor place, in a cold winter's. night, far 
from home, among ſtrangers, with all the circumſtances 


of humility, and poverty, naked as the innocency of | 


Adam, whom his mother, after having cradled him in 
- ket arms, took and Wrapt in ſwaddling clothes. For fo 
was the deſign of his humility, that as the laſt ſcene of 
his lifeawas numbered among thieves, ſo the * 
beaſts; the ſheep and the oxen ; which is thus preſented 
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A manger was thy cradle, and a ſtable 
Thy privy chamber, Mary's knees thy table, 
Thieves were thy courtiers, and the croſs thy throne; 
Thy diet gall, a wreathe of thorns thy crown : 
All this the King of glory endur'd, and more, 
To make us Kings that were but flaves before. 


No man, therefore, will have cauſe to complain of 
coarſe-clothing, if he rememb-rs the ſwaddling clothes 
of this holy child; nor be diſquieted at his hard bed, 

hen he conſiders Jeſus laid in a manger ; nor be diſ- 
contented at his thin table, when he calls to mind the 
King of heaven and earth was fed with a little breaſt. 
"milk. But fince the eternal wiſdem of the Father, 
who knew to chooſe the goed and refuſe the evil,” 
did chooſe a life of poverty; it may demonſtrate to us, 
that riches and honours, thoſe idols in the world's eſteem, 
are ſo far from creating true felicity, that they are not 
to be reckoned as real good things ; neither ought any 
to be aſhamed of innocent poverty, of which the holy 
Jeſus made choiee, and the apoſtles after him made 
public profeſſion. Fils 5 
Although the birth of Chriſt was deſtitute of the uſual 
and leſs neceflary pomps, which generally illuſtrate the 
birth of princes; yet his firſt humility was made glorious 
with preſages, miracles, and fignifications from heaven, 
beſides thoſe already mentioned: All the world did 
expect, that in] ſhould be born their true Prince, 
inſomuch that Auguſtus, their emperor, (as I have noted) 
about that very time, refuſed to be called Lord, Which 
the chriſtians were apt to believe, was occafioned by 
the prophecy of a female prophet, called a Sybil, ſore- 
telling the birth of a greater Prince, to whom all the 
world ſhould e who at that time was born 
in Judah: And when the oracle, which Augustus 
conſulted, was ſtruck dumb, and would not-anfwetany 
of the queſtions he defired to be reſolved in; he told 
m, unaſked, that an Hebrew child ſhould he bis 


Lord and enemy.“ 


Ihe world being now at peace, and the temple of was 
» } Td | * ; L 4 4 1 « , ” . * * . 1 - po we - 
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Was chat ap, the Prince of peace was born, and came te 
reconcile God with man, and man with his brother, 


the ſweetneſs of his example, and the influence of his 
holy doctrine, that the wolf and the lamb ſhould lie down . 
together.“ But becauſe the heayens as well as the earth 
are his creatures, and do ſerve him; at his birth he 
received a gn from keaven above, as well as in the 


earth beneath, as an homage paid to their common 


Lord, For as certain ſhepherds were keeping watch 


© over their flocks at night,” near that part of the 


country (as it is thought) where Jacob uſed to feed his 


cattle when he was in the land of Canaan, the Angel 
© of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the 
© Lord ſhone round about them, and they were ſore 


* afraid.* And needs they muſt, when an Angel came 


arrayed in glory, and clothed their perſons in a robe 
of light, great enough te confound their underſtanding : 
But the Angel ſaid unto them, fear not, for I bring 
* unto you glad tidings of great joy, which ſhall be to 


all people, for unto you is born this day in the city of 


© David, a Saviour, which is Chrift the Lord.“ 
The ſhepherds neoded not any invitation to ſee this 


| wondrous fight ; but left their expectation ſhould + 
imagine he was a glorious Prince, the Angel told them 


a ſign that might take off their admiration to ſee ſo 


great a Prince ſo poorly accommodated, he ſays, * This 
* ſhall be a fign unto you; ye ſhall find the babe wrapt | 


. * ſwaddling- clothes, lying in a manger.” | 
angel brought the meſſage to ſhepherds, perſons 
innocent, mean and humble, who are more likely not 


to be ſcandaliz d at the poverty of the Meſſiah ; for 
thoſe perſons whoſe affections are ſet upon the-pomps - 
and vanities'ef the world, and are not uſed to charity 
and humility, are altogether removed from the under- 
ſtanding of ſpiritual excellencies, and can reliſh T 


but the grandeur of earthly follies; they, are prejudiced 


with God himſelf, if he appeats poor and mean, as the 
ſeribes and phariſees were at our bleſſed Saviour's ſimplici- 


ty; with theſe men poverty is weakneſs, a mean birth au 


ignoble ſtain ; beggary is a ſcandal, and the croſs an 


unanſwerable 
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unanſwerable ohjection; but the angel inviting the 
poar ſhepherds to Bethlehem, is an evident intimation, 
that none are. fit to come to Chriſt but the poor in 
ſpirit, deſpiſers of the world, ſincete in their hearts, 
without ſabtle or crafty deſigns; and therefore the an- 
gel did not bring the news to Herod, nor to the ſetibes 
and phariſees, whoſe ambitious projects were contra, 
dictory to the ſimplicity and poverty of the bicth f. 
ſas? "IS. RE BY. | | , | 
32 angel having delivered his bleſſed page 
« faddenly there was with him a maltitude of the 
© heavenly hoſt, whoſe ſong was, Glory be to God pn 
high, on earth peace and d will towards men:“ 
Reterring not only to the profound peace, which at that 
time all the world was in; but to the greateſt peace 
which this new born Prince ſhould. make between his 
Father and all mankind. 8 4155 
As ſoon as the heavenly choriſters had ended their 
glorious. hymn, they returned into heaven, and the 
ſhepherds went to Bethlehem, to ſee this thing which 
„the Lord had made known unto them: And they 
came with haſte, and found Mary and Joſeph, and 
the babe Nine in a, Manger.“ Having obſerved all 
to he verified. that the angel had told them; aud when 
they had ſen it, their hearts were ſo filled: With the oil 
of gladneſ, that they ran over with joy, and being too 
big to be conſined in their on bteaſts, they communi- 
cated it to everyone, and made knuwn abroad the 
© ſaying + which was told them concerning the child.“ 
But Mary haxiag changed her firſt; joy Into wonder, 
kept all thoſe fayings and pondered them in her heatt. 
And the ſhepherds having ſeen and heard what the angels 
did upon the publication of the news, learnt alfo.to'fing 
to the honour of God for the nativity of Chritt © © For 
4 
| the that t rd or ſeen, as it w. 
CCC 
But the angels had told the ſhepherds, thatthemativity = 
3 ridings of Ns Re: =. 
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was hat up, the Prince of peace was born, and came ts 
reconcile God with man, and man with his brother, 
the ſweetneſs of his example, and the influence of his 
holy doctrine, that the wolf and the lamb ſhould lie down . 
together.“ But becauſe the heavens as well as the earth 
are his creatures, and do ſerve him; at his birth he 
received a ſign from heaven above, as well as in the 
earth beneath, as an homage paid to their common 
Lord. For as certain ſh-pherds were keeping watch 
over their flocks at night,” near that part of the 
country (as it is thought) where Jacob uſed to feed his 
cattle when he was in the land of Canaan, the Angel 
© of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the 
© Lord ſhone round about them, and they were ſore 
1 afraid. And needs tbey muſt, when an Angel came 
| arrayed in glory, and clothed their perſons in a robe 
of light, great enough te confound their underſtanding : 
* But the Angel ſaid unto them, fear not, for I bring 
* unto you glad tidings of great joy, which ſhall be to 
all people, for unto you is born this day in the city of 
© David, a Saviour, which is Chriſt the Lord.“ 
The ſhepherds neoded not any invitation to ſee this 
wondrous fight ; but left their expectation ſhould 
imagine he was a glorious Prince, the Angel told them 
a ſign that might take off their admiration to ſee ſo 
great a Prince ſo poorly accommodated, he ſays, This 
$ ſhall be a fign unto you; ye ſhall find the babe wrapt 
2 1 ſwaddling- clothes, lying in a manger.” 
he angel brought the meſſage to ſhepherds, perſons 
innocent, mean and humble, who are more likely not 
to be ſcandaliz'd at the poverty of the Meſſiah; for 
thoſe perſons whoſe affections are ſet upon the pomps 
and vanities of the world, and are not uſed to charity 
and humility, are altogether removed from the under- 
ſtanding of ſpiritual excellencies, and can reliſh noting 
but the grandeur of earthly follies; they are prejudice 
with God himſelf, if he appears poor and mean, as the 
ſcribes and phariſees were at our bleſſed Saviour's ſimplici- 
ty; with theſe men poverty is weakneſs, a mean birth an 
ignoble Rain ; beggary is a ſcandal, and the croſs an 
L unanſwerable 


_ — — — 
— tba Hon AAA — GCAO” 


— > 
5 
_ * - — * 
* — e — —__ — 


CY — * - 
— ht ——— ———— boa Aa —— 


-_ — was 
-— — 


JESUS CHRIST. 1 


unanſwerable objection; but the angel inviting che 
poor ſhepherds to Bethlehem, is an evident intimation, 
that none are fit to come to Chriſt but the poor ia 
ſpirit, deſpiſers of the world, fincere in their hearts, 
without ſabtle or crafty deſigns ; and therefore the an- 
gel 4id not bring the news to Herod, nor to the ſcribes 
and phariſees, whoſe ambitious projects were contra, 
dictory to the ſimplicity and poverty of the bicth of 
Jeſus: 


* 


The angel having delivered his bleſſed meilage, 
« ſuddenly there was with him a maltitude of the 
< heavenly hoſt, whoſe ſong was, Glory be to God pn 
© high, on earth peace an good will towards men:“ 
Retercing not only to the profound peace, which at that 
time all the world was in; but to the greateſt peace 
which this new born Prince ſhoull make between his 
Father and all mankind. __ 

As ſoon as the heavenly choriſters had ended their 
glorious hymn,. they returned into heaven, and the 
ſhepherds went to Bethlehem, * to ſee this thing which 
the Lord had made known unto them: And they 
came with haſte, and found Mary and . Joſeph, and 
the babe lying in a manger.” Having obſerved all 
to be verified that the angel had told them; and when 
they had ſeen it, their hearts were ſo filled with the oil 
of gladneſs, that they ran over with joy, and being too 
big to be confined in their own breaſts, they communi- 
cated it to every one, and made known abroad the 
© ſaying which was told them concerning the child.“ 
But Mary having changed her firſt joy into wonder, 
kept all thoſe fayings and pondered them in her heart. 
And the ſhepherds having ſeen and heard what the angels 
did upon the publication of the news, learnt alſo to ſing 
to the honour of God for the nativity of Chritt : For 
the ſhepherds returned, glorifying and praiſing Ged 
for all the things that they had heard or ſeen, as it was 
told them.” r . . , 
But the angels had told the ſhepherds, that the-nativity 
as © glad tidings of great joy unto all people, and that 
Pug | | by «the 
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© the heavens declared the glory of God, and the firma- 
© ment ſhewed his handy work ;* this alſo was told 
abroad, even to the gentiles, by a fign from heaven. 
For there was a propheſy of Balaam, famous in all the 
eaſtern country, and recorded by Moſes, Numb. xxiv. 
17. * There ſhall come a ſtar out of Jacob, and a ſceptre 
© ſhall ariſe out of Iſrael, out of Jacob ſhall come he 
© that ſhall have dominion.” Which though m its firſt 
ſenſe it ſignified David, who was the conqueror of the 
Moabites, yet, in a more myſterious ſenſe, it related. 
to the ſon of David: And in expectation of the event 
of this propheſy, the Arabians, the ſons of Abraham by 
Keturah, who were great ſtudents in aſtronomy, and the 
motions of the planets, expected with much ſolieitude 
the revelation of a mighty Prince in Judah, at ſuch a 
time as a miraculous and extraordinary ſtar ſhould 
appear : And therefore when © Jeſus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judah, in the days of Herod the king, 
© there came wiſe men (inſpired by God, and taught 
© by their ſcience, and perſuaded by propheſy) from 
the eaſt to Jeruſalem,” and, confidently, and in great 
openneſs, under the car and eye of a tyrant prinee, 
bloody and timorous, jealous and ambitious, inquired” 
Where is he that is born King of the Jews? For we 
< have ſeen his {tar in the eaſt, and are come to worſhip 
© him.” The Greeks ſuppoſe this ſtar was an angel, or 
ſuck a pillar of fire as went before the Iſraelites by 
night, during their travels in the wilderneſs, Ce. 
Theſe eaſtern princes, of whom St. Cyprian ſays,” 
It was an old tradition of the church, that they were 
kings, or rather little lords of particular places (like 
thoſe of whom Joſhua ſlew thirty in one battle) declared 
the myſteriouſneſs of the ſtar, and that it was nad e *4 
or comet, foretelling diſeaſes, plagues, wars death, 
but only the happy birth of a moſt excellent Prince, 
yet it brought affriglitment to Herod, and all Jeraſa- 
« Jem with him,” who, when he heard that a King was 
to be born in Judah, thought he ſhould be di ſſed 
of his uſurped poſſeſſion of the kingdom. 5 


For 
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For Joſephus relates, That his father, named Antipa- 
ter, was an Idumean, and that Herod being a well 
monied man, induſtrious, factious, and well accom- 
pliſhed, he was in great favour with the Romans, 
and by his rare qualities, he at length married the 
daughter of Hircanus, king of Judah, who deſcended 
lineally from the houſe of David, and tribe of Judah, 
Hircanus being afterwards defeated in a battle by the 
Perſians, they carried him captive into that country ; 
hereupon Herod haſtens to Rome, and by the favour 
of Mark Anthony and Auguſtus, he was created king 
of Judah by the ſenate of Rome, although Htircanus 
and his three ſons, Antigonus, Alexander, Ariftobulus, 
and divers others of the royal blood were all alive; but 
he ſoon found means to get Hircanus into his hands, 
and murdered him, with his younger brother Ariſtobulus, 
his wife Mariamne, the daughter of Hircanus, and his 
three ſons, all of the royal houſe ot Judah; he likewiſe 
flew forty of the principal noblemen, and all-the San- 
hedrim, or ſeventy two 28 of the ſame tribe; he 
killed the chief of the ſect of the phariſees ; he burnt 
the genealogies of all the kings and princes of Judah. 
and hired an hiſtorian to draw out a 1 from his 
Fs as if they were deſcended from the ancient 
kings of Judah; he fold the high prieſthood to ſtrangers, 
and made fuch havoc of Judah, as no part of the gov- 
ernment or dignity remained in any of them. at 
this time Jefus, of the ſame houſe, and line” of Judah, 

was born in Bethlehem. | HS, 
Now Herod imagining that an heir was ſent from 
heaven to challenge the Kingdom, who brought à ſtar 
and the learning of the eaſt with him, as evidence and 
credentials of his title, teſolved, if poſſible, to defeat 
the decrees of heaven, either by policy or violence; 
and calling the chief prieſts and feribes of the people 

_ © together,” Je found they all determined, that Bethle. 
hem of Judah was the place deſigned by the ancient 
r wx » and God's decree, where Chriſt ſhould be 
born: Next he enquired privately of the wiſe men 
whit time the ftar appeared, which had no regular 
1 po, motion 
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motion according to the courſe of nature, but guided 
the Magi in their journey, ſo that it ſtood when they 
mood, and moved not when they reſted, making no 
more haſte than they did, who carried much of the 
buſineſs and employment of the ſtar: along with them. 

And they having ſatisfied him in his queſtions, he ſent 
them to Bethlehem, with inſtructions to ( ſearch dili- 
* gently for the young child,” and to bring him word, 
' pietcnuing that he would come and worſhip him 


. ailo,? % 


Ihe wiſe men proſecuted the buſineſs of their jour- 
ney, and © having herd the King, they departed,” and 
the itar (which, as it ſeems, fill hes we. their mo- 
tion) vent before them, until it came and ftood over 
here tte young child was; where, „hen they ſaw 
* the ſtar they rejoiced with exceeding gtcat joy.“ 
oucha joy as wearicd travellers find when they are 
come to the end of their journey, and entering their 
inn. A joy of natute, of wonder and religion, and 
their ſpirits being heightened with expectation, they 
ran into * the houſe, where they ſay the young child 
With Mary his mother ;' and pofiibly they might he 
under ſome ſurpriſe,. when, inſtead of pomp and gaiety, 
they ſaw the great King's throne to be a manger, a ſtable 
his chamber. of preſence, a thin eourt, and no miniſters, 
and the King himſelf a pretty babe, and but that he 
had a ftar over his head, nothing to diſtinguiſh him 
from the miſeries of a poor empty fortune. 5 

This did not ſcandalize thoſe wiſe perſons, but being 
convinced by that teſtimony from heaven, and the union 
of circumſtances, © They fell down and worſhipped bim, 
after the manner of the eaſtern people, when they pay 
veneration to their Ing, not with a ſalutation and 
bleſſing in words only, but they © bring preſents, and 


come into his courts ;* for when they had opened their 
treaſures, they, *-preſented unto him gifts, gold, frank- 
s incenſe and myrrh.” Sceming to declare their faith 
of three articles, by this oblation: By gold, that he 
was a King; by incenſe, that he was a God; and by. 
myrrh, that be was a man: Or, as others mags 
| | - | that 
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that if there was any myſtery in theſe offerings, gold 
might ſignify acts of mercy ; myrrh, the chaſtity of the 
mind, or the purity of out bodies, to the incorruption 
of which myrrh is eſpecially inſtrumental ; and by his 
incenſe our prayers, as the moſt proper preſents to the 
honour and ſervice of this young King. But whatever 
mens” opinions were, the act of adoration was direct 
and religious ; the myrrh was medicinal to his tender 
body; and incenſe poſſibly then was neceſſary in a ſtable, 
the firſt throne of his humility ; and the gold was a 
good aritidote againſt the preſent indigencies of his 
poverty. Such preſents as theſe were uſed in all the 
eaſt, eſpecially in Arabia and Saba, to which the 
growth of myrrh and frank-incenſe were proper, in 
their addreſſes to their gods and to their kings, with 
which, under the veil of fleſh, they worſhipped the 
eternal word, the wiſdom of God, under infant inno- 
cency; the Almighty Power in ſo great weakneſs, and 
the height of Majeſty and Divine Glory, under the. 
lowneſs of human nature. | 

When the wiſe: men had paid the tribute of their 
offerings and adoration, being warned in their ſleep 
© by an angel, not to return to Herod, they returned 
© into their own country another way, fully ſatisfied 
of the truth of what they had heard and ſeen, and, 
taught by this rare demonſtration. which was made by 
Chriftty, that man's happineſs did not at all conſiſt in the 
afaence of worldly riches, poſſeſſions and windy honour, 
having ſeen the eternal Son of God, poor and weak, 
and unclothed of all exterior ornaments, they renounced: 


the world, and retired into the recefles of religion, and 


Ls 


the delights of ſcience. - | TIT 
And now the bleſſed Saviour of the world having 
aſſumed the nature of ſinful man, who had broken the 
divine commands, ke was to put that nature into ſave- 
able condition, by fulfilling his Father's preceptive will, 
and then to reconcile it actually, by ſuffering the juſt. 
defervings of its prevarications ; he therefore addreſſes 
himſelf to all the parts of an active obedience; (and 
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« when eight days were accompliſhed, for the circum- 
© cifing of the child,” he expoſed his tender body to the 
circumciſing-knife, and ſhed his blood in drops, giving 
an earneſt of thoſe ſtreams of blood which he did after- 
wards pour out, for the * of human nature, and 
extinguiſhing the wrath of God. He had no fin, nor 
was lie conceived by natural generation, and could have 
no ſtain in ſoul or body, Which need be cleanſed by 
this myſtery ; neither, indeed, do we find it expreſſed, 
that circumciſion. was ordained for pardon of original 
un, though it is preſumed ſo-; but it was inſtituted to 
de a ſeal of a covenant between God and Abraham, and 
nis poſterity ; a ſeal of the righteouſneſs of faith, and 
therefore was not improper for him to ſaffer, who 
was the child of Abraham, and who was the Prince of 
the covenant, and the author and finiſher of that faith 
which was promiſed to Abraham in circumeiſion; but 
fo myſterious are all the actions of Jeſus, that this one 
ſerved many ends. For, 1ſt. It gave demonſtration of 
the vetity of his human nature. 2. Hereby he began 
to fulfil the law. 3. It took from bimſelf the ſcandal 
of uncircumciſion, which would eternally have preju- 
diced the Jews againſt the entertainment and communion - 
with him. a: to then took upon him that name which: 
declared him to be the Saviour of the world; which 
as it was finiſhed in the blood. of the circumciſion.. 
For when the eight days were accompliſhed his aame 
* was called jeſus: This name his parents impoſed- 
upon him, which the angel told to his mother, a name 
„ every name; for m old time God was known by: 
the names of Power, of Nature, and of Majeſty ; but his 
name of Mercy was reſerved till now, when God did. 
purpoſe to pour out the-whole treaſure of his mercy, by 
the miniſtry of his holy Son. Ms fl 

But this holy family longed till they might be per- 
mitted to addreſs to the _ that there they might 
preſent the holy Babe to his Father, in his own houſe ;; 


fer though while he was a child, he did differ nothing 
from a ſervant, yet he was Lord of the place, it being 
his Father's houſe, and indeed Lord of all. Therefore, 
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When the days of the purification were accompliſhed, ? 
« they brought him to Jeruſalem, to preſent him to the ' 
© Lord ;* to whom he was holy, as being the firſt born | 
of his mother, the only begotten Son of his Father, 
© and the firſt born of every cteature; and they did 
with him according to the law of Moſes, offering a 
© pair of turtle doves, for his redemption, | 
And as there was no public act about this holy child, 4 
but it was attended by i miraculous and extra- 
ordinary ; at this inſtant the ſpirit of God directed | 
Simeon, a holy perſon, into the temple, chat he might 
be ſenſible of the fulfilling of a propheſy made to. him- 
ſelf, That, before his death he might behold the Lord 
« Chriſt, and embrace the glory and. conſolation of 
© Ifrae], and the light of the gentiles in his arms; and | 
accordingly he ſpake glorious things of that child, and 
things ſad and glorious concerning his mother, That 
the child was ſet for the riſing and falling in Iſrael, 
« for a ſign that ſhould be ſpoken againſt ;* and the 
bitterneſs of that contradiction, ſhould pierce the heart 
of his holy virgin mother like a ſword, that her joys 
might be a little allayed with the preſent revelation of 
her future trouble. | 24 
Old Anna, the propheteſs, came alſo in, full of years 
and joy, and found the reward of her inceſſant prayers 
and faſting in the temple, the long- ilooked- for redemp- 
tion of Iſrael being now preſent, and ſhe with her eyes 
ſaw the light of the world, the heir of heayen, th& 
long expected Meſſiah, whom the nations had defired 
and waited for, till their hearts were faint, and their 
eyes dim, as doubting he would be long in coming, 
ſhe alſo propheſied, and gave thanks unto the Lord, 
But Joſeph and his mother * marvelled at thoſe things 
which were ſpoken of him; and Mary having re- 
ceived the greateſt favour that any of the daughters of 
Adam ever did, and knowing from whence, and for- 
whoſe glory ſhe had received it, returned the holy Je- 
ſus in a preſent to God again, for ſhe had nothing ſo 
Zecious as himſelf to make oblation of, and becauſe, 
by the law of Moſes, every firit-bora among the males 
TM | Was 
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was to be holy to the Lord; the holy mother brought 
a pait of turtle doves, or pigeons, to redeem the Lamb 
of God from the Anathema, becauſe every firſt-borh 
was to be offered to God, or redeemed if it was clean, 
This was a poor man's price, and the blefled Jeſus was 
never valued at an higher rate, while he was upon 
earth, For he that was Lord of -the univerſe, choſe 
Bis 3 among the poor of this world, that he 
might advance the poor to the * riches of his inherit- 
ance, for at his bitth he was poor, at his circumciſion. 
poor, and in the likeneſs of a ſinner; at his preſenta- 
tion poor, like a finner ; and a fervant, for he choſe to 
be redeemed at à very mean price. | 
| _ Herod having long waited for the return of the wiſe 
men, to give him directions where to find the child, 
that his ſword might do certain execution upon him, 
< when he ſaw he was mocked of them, he was exceed- 
© ing wroth : And tho” he believed the divine oracles, 
foretelling that a King ſhould be born in Bethlehem; 
yet his ambition made him ſo ſtupid, that he attempted to 
cancel the decree of heaven, for if he did not believe the 
propheſies, why was he troubled ? If he did believe them, 
how could he poſſibly hinder the errand, which God 
had foretold himſelf, would certainly bring to paſs ? 
And therefore fince Providence had prevented him 
from bathing his own ſword in the blood of the bleſſed 
child, he refolved to ſend a ſword of indiſerimmation 
and confuſion, hoping that if he killed all the babes of 
Bethlehem, this young King's reign would foon ter- 
minate ; he therefore © ſent forth and ſlew all the chil- 
© dren that were in Bethlehem, and in all coaſts thereof, 
(from two years old and under, according to the time 
© which he had diligently enquired of the wiſe men. For 
this execution was in the beginning of the ſecond year 
of Chrift's nativity, as in all probability we gueſs, not 
at the two years end, as ſome N 3 becaufe as his 
malice was fubtle, ſo he intended it ſhould-be ſecure, 
and was near the time of his computation. Aa 
The maſſacre was fad, cruel and univerſal, no com 
paſſion was taken at the dteadſul ſhrieks of the mother ;*- - 
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0 tender-hearted ſoldier was employed; no hard-heart- 
ed j rſon was ſoftened by the weeping eyes, and pite- 
.ous begging looks of thoſe mothers, that wondered 
how it was poſſible for any to hurt their pretty ſuck- 
lings ; there was no protection, no deſence againſt theſe 
ſavage butchers, no indulgence to any ; intomuch that 
Herod cauſed his own child, which was at nurſe in the 
eoait of Bethlehem, to bleed to death, who (as Philo, 
the Jew, writes) was deſcended by his mother's fide of 
the tribe of Judah, which barbarous cruelty being told 
to Auguitus, he ſaid, that © in Herod's family, it were 
better to be a hog than a ſon, ' ſince being a Jew, he was 
forbid to kill or cat ſwine's Reſh, though he was not 
ainamed to murder his child; the ſword being thus 
made ſharp by Herod's commiſſion, ſlaughtered four- 
teen thouland innocent inſants (as the Greeks in their 
calendar and the Abyflines of Athiopia do commemo- 
.rate in their liturgy.) For Herod, crafty and mali- 
cious, that is a finiſhed tyrant, had cauſed all the ehil- 
dren to be brought together, which the poor credulous 
mother ſuppoſed was only to take an account of their 
age and number, in order to lay ſome tax upon every 
head, unknowingly ſuffered themſelves and their babes 
to be betrayed to an irremediable butchery. Then 
was fulfilled what was ſpoken by Jeremy the prophet, 
0 laying, Lamentation and weeping, and great mourn- 
© ing, Rachel weeping for her children, and would not 
be comforted.” All the inſtances of ſadneſs were little 
enough to expreſs the great weeping, when fourteen 
_thouſand mothers in one day, ſaw their pretty babes 
: aeg forth their blood into that boſom, whence not 
ong before they had ſucked milk, and inſtead of thoſe 
retty ſmiles, which uſed to endear their affections, noth- 
ing but affrighting ſhrieks and pale ghaſtly looks, The 
_.. mourning was great, like the mourning in the valley of 
Hinnom, and there was no comforter ; their ſaxrow was 
too dead to receive any preſent conſolation, and 
- Rothing but length of time could allay their woful 


Fier 


- r ? 


a 5 But the malice of Herod went farther into the hill 
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country, and hearing that great things were ſpoken of 
John (called the Baptift) the ſen of Zachary, as if it 
was deſigned to ſome eminent miniftry about this great 
. Prince, Je deſigned to make void the propheſies con- 
| cerning him alſo, and ſent a meſſenger of death to find 
him out. But the mother's early care prevented his deſign, 
by conveying her ſon into deſart places, Where he con- 
tinged till the time appointed for his manifeſtation 
© unto Iſrael.” But as the children of Bethlehem died 
in the ſtead of Chriſt, fo did the father of the Baptiſt 
die for his child ; « for Herod flew Zachary between 
the temple and the altar, becauſe he refuſed to betray 
his ſon to the fury of that raging beaſt, though ſome 
eminent primitive Chriſtians had a tradition, that 2 
—— being ſeparated in the temple for virgins, 
Zachary ſuffered the bleſſed virgin to abide there after 
the birth of the holy Jeſus, alrming her to be ſtill a- 
virgin, and that for this reaſon, not Herod, but the 
ſeribes and phariſees did kill Zachary. | 
Tertullian reports, that the blood of Zachary had ſo 
Heſmeared rae ſtones of rhe pavement, which was the 
altar the good prieſt was ſacrificed on, that no art nor 
induſtry could waſh the ti:i&ture out, the dye — 25 
being both indelible ; as if becauſe God did intend. to 
exact of that nation, all the blood of righteous perſons 
from Abel to Zacharias, who was the laſt of 'the 
martyrs of the ſynagogue, he would bear a character of 
their guilt in their fight, to upbraid their irreligion, 
cruelty and infidelity, Some there are, who affirm, 
that thoſe words of our Saviour do not relate to "> | 
Zachary who had been already ſlain, but to a prophe 
of the laſt of all the martyrs of the Jews, who ſhould 
be ſlain immediately before the deſtruction of the laſt 
temple, and the extermination of their nation. Certain 
it is, that ſuch a Zachary, the ſon of Baruch (if we 
may believe Joſephus) was flain in the middle of the 
. temple a little before it was deſtroyed ; and it is 
agreeable to the nature of the Þ gem lb and the te- 
proof here given by our blefſed Saviour, That fm 


Abel to Zachary, ſhould take in all the righteous | 
| blood, 


blood, from firſt to laſt, till the iniquity was complete; 
and it is not imaginable that the blood of our bleſſed 
Lord, and the apoſtle St. James, for whoſe death many 
of the Jews were of opinion, God deftroyed their city, 
ſhould be left out of the account, which would certainly 
be, if any other Zachary ſhould be meant than he whom 
they laſt flew ; and therefore St. Cyprian expounds 
what we read in the paſt ſenſe, to ſignify future, and 
inſtead of ye flew, reads Hall lay, according to the 
ſtile often uſed by prophets, and as ſometimes an uncer- 
tain ſignification will bear. | 
But the firſt great inſtance of the divine vengeance, 
for thoſe executions, was upon Herod, who in a very few 
years after was ſmitten of God with ſo many plagues 
and tortures, that himſelf above ſeemed like an hoſpital 
of the incurable ; for he was tormented with a ſoft flow 
fire, like that of burning iron in his body ; in his bowels 
with intolerable cholics and ulcers ; in his ſhameful parts 
with worms; in his feet with gout ; in his nerves with 
convulſions ; difficulty. of breathing, and out of divers 
parts of his body iſſued ſo noiſome and ulcerous a ſtench, 
that the loathſomeneſs, pain, and indignation, made him 
once ſnatch up a knife, with a purpoſe to have killed. 
himſelf, but that he was prevented by a nephew of his, 
who then attended him; bat the heart of Herod was 
only the more hardened by the loads of divine wrath : 
God began his hell here, and the pains of hell never 
made any man leſs wicked. ' For Herod, perceiving 
that he muſt now die, firſt put to death his ſon Antipa- 
ter, under pretence that he would have poiſoned him: 
And, that the laſt; ſcene of his life might be. curſed: 
malice, and: exalted villany, and outdo all the. reſt; 
| becauſe he believed the Jewiſh nation would rejoice at 
his death, he afſembled all the nobles of. the. people, 
and put them in priſon, giving ſtrict charge to his fiſter 
Salome, that when he was at the point of death, they 
ſhould all be ſlain, that his death might be lamented 
wich a real and univerſal ſorrow. Bur Gad, who brings 
to nought the counſels of wicked princes, turned tho 
defign againſt the intendment of Herod; for when he. 
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was dead; and could not call his ſiſter to account for- 
diſobey ing bis bloody and unrighteous command, ſhe: 
releaſed all the impriſoned and deſpaiting gentlemen, 
and made the day of her brother's death, a perfect jubilee, 


a day of joy, ſuch as that when the Jews were delivered 
from the violence of Haman, in the days of Purim. 


All this while God had provided a ſanctuary for the 


holy child, Jeſus, who, ſeeing the ſecret purpoſes of 
blood, which Herod had contrived, ſent his © Angel, 
* who appeared to Joſeph in a dream, ſaying, ariſe, and 
* take the young child and his mother, and fly into 


Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word. 


For Herod will ſeek the young child to deſtroy him. 


Then he aroſe and took the young child and his mother 
«by night, and departed into Egypt.“ Joſeph and 


Mary inſtantly aroſe, and without enquiring how they 
ſhould live there, or when they ſhould return, or how 
be ſecured, or what accommodations they ſhould have 
in their journey, but iu the night they began their 
pilgrimage with the cheerfulneſs of obedience, and the 
confidence of hope, and joys of love, knowing them- 
ſelves ſufficiently recompenſed for all the trouble they 


could endure, by being inftruments of the ſafety of the 
holy Jeſus : The ancient fathers ſay, they made their 
firft abode. in Hermopolis, in the country of /Thebais ; 


whether, when they fitſt arrived, the child, Jeſus, being 
by deſign of Providence carried into a temple, all the 


ſtatues of the idol gods fell down, like Dagon at the 


preſence of the ark, and ſuffered their timely and juſt 
diſſolution and diſhonour, according to the propheſy 
of Iſaiah ; «* Behold the Lord ſhall come into Egypt, 
and the idols of Egypt ſhall be moved at his preſence.” 
2 in the life of the 8 th pa by 

iphanius, it is rted that he told the Egyptian 
— 2 That their Hols ſhould be broken to pieces, 
when a holy virgin, with her child, ſhould enter into 
their country; which propheſy poſſibly might be the 
cauſe that the Egyptians, beſides their vain idols, and 
falſe gods, did worſhip alſo an Infant in a manger, and 
a virgin in her bed, 
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From Hermopolis to Maturza theſe holy pilgrims 
went for their ſafety and ſubſiſtence, where it was 
reported, they dwelt in a garden of balſam, till Joſepli 
being, at the end of ſeven years, (as is commonly 
believed) aſcertained by an angel of the death of Hero, 
and commanded to return to the land of Ifrael, he was 
obedient to the heavenly viſion, and returned: Bur 
hearing that Archelaus reigned in his father's ſtead, aad 
knowing the cruelty add ambition of Herod was 
hereditary, or intailed upon his ſon, he was warned to 
turn aſide to the parts of Galilee, under the juriſdiction 
of Philip, the ſon of Herod alſo, where Archelaus had 
no authority; the holy ſamily were not ſolicitous about 
their return, nor diſtruſtful of divine Providence, but 
full of poverty, ſanctity and content, waited God's time, 
at the return of which God delayed not to recall them 
from exile, Out of Egypt he called his ſon, and di- 
reed Joſeph's fear and evurſe, that be ſhould drive to 
a place free from danger. And the {ame Providence 
God expreſſes to all 3 chriſtians, and will free 
them from all their pains, ſorrows, and troubles, it they 
wait his good time, and in the mean while do their duty, 
and depend upon his aſſiſtance; the holy Jeſus having 
gone before them, will aid them, and at length make 
their condition eternally happy. 

From the return of this holy family to Judah, and 
their habitation in Nazareth, till the bleſſed child Jeſus 
was twelve years of age, we have nothing tranſmitted 
to us of any authentic record, but that they went to 
Jeruſalem every year at the feaſt of the paſſover. And 
when Jeſus was twelve years old, and was in the holy 
city, attending upon the paſchal rites, and ſolemn 
ſacrifices of the law ; his parents, having fulfilled their 
days of the feaſt, went homeward, ſuppoling the child 
© to be in the catavan, among his friends; going before, 
© a whole day's journey, and when they ſought and 
found him not, they returned to Jeruſalem,” full of 
tears and ſorrows, and .* for three days could not find 
him; at length entering into the temple to pray to 
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God, who knew their deſires, changed their ſorrows 
into joy and wonder, for the mother found the © Holy 
Son fitting in the midſt of the doctors, both hearing 
them and aſking them queſtions ;* and when they «ſaw 
' him they were amazed,” and ſo were all that © heard 
* him, at his underſtanding and anſwers,” beyond his 
education, beyond his experience, beyond his years, 
and even beyond the common attainments of the beſt. 
men, diſcourſing with the ſpirit of a prophet, the 
de monſt ration of an angel, and the height of inſpiration; 
for here in the very literal ſenſe, « God out of the mouth 
of Babes ordained ſtrength.” 

Glad were the parents of the Child to find him in- 
itiated with a miracle, and when he gave them account 
of his employment, which they underitood not, ſaying, 
Ho is it that ye ſought me? Wiſt ye not that I muſt 
be about my Father's buſineſs.” But Mary kept all 
theſe ſayings in her heart: And he went down with 
them, and came to Nazareth, and was ſubject unto 
them: And Jeſus increaſed in wiſdom and ſtature, 
© and in favour with God and man;' and no doubt 
Iived in all holineſs and humility, ſhewing great ſigns 
of wiſdom, and thereby endearing himſelf to all that 
beheld his converſation, and confirmed them in the 
expectation which his miraculous birth had created of 
him, increaſing in proportion to his 2 beginnings 
to a miraculous excellency of grace, ſweetneſs of de- 
- meanour, and excellency of underſtanding. 

When Herod had drank ſo deep a draught of blood 
at Bethlehem, and ſought for more in the hill-country, 
Elizabeth carried her ſon, John the Baptiſt, into the 
wilderneſs, there in the deſart places to hide him from 
the fury of that beaſt, where, queſtionleſs, ſhe attended 
him with as much care and tenderneſs, as the affections 
and fears of a mother could expreſs in thoſe barren 
ſolitudes : It is recorded, That the child was about 
cighteen months old when he firſt fled to this melancholy 
ſanctuaty, but after forty days his mother died, and his 
father Zachary, flain at his miniſtration, which happened 


about this time, in the court of the temple ; ſo that op 
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child was expoſed to all the dangers and infelicittes of 
an orphan, in a place of ſolitarineſs and diſcomtort, in 
a time when a bloody King meditated his deſtruction; 
gut when his father and mother were taken from him 
© the Lord took him up.“ For the Greexs have a 
tradition, that God deputed an angel to be his guardian 
and nouriſher, as he had formerly done to Iſhmael, 
who dwelt in the wilderneſs ; and to Eltas, when he 
Hed from the rage of Ahab ; ſo to this child who came 
in the ſpirit of Elias, to make demonſtration that there 
can be no want nor danger, where God undertakes the 
care and proviſion for his children. 

'The entertainment he met with in the wilderneſs, 
was ſuch as might diſpoſe him to a life of auſterity, to 
holy contemplations, prayers, and communion with 
God; his © Raiment being of camel's hair, and a leath- 
ern girdle about his loins, and his meat was Joculls 
© and wild honey: And thus he-continued till he was 
about thirty years of age, and then, in the fifteenth year 
of Tiberius, Pontius Pilate being governour of Judea, 
the word of God came unto John in the wilderneſs, 
and he came into all the country of Judea, preaching 
and baptizing.“ This John, according to the prophe- 
ſies of him, and deſignation of his — by the Holy 
Ghoſt, was the fore- runner of Chriſt, ſent to diſpole 
the people for his entertainment, and prepare his ways; 
whom all the Jewiſh writers of that time, mention with 
exceeding praiſes ; and Joſephus, who lived ſoon after 
the death of Chriſt, fays, That he was a moſt excellent 
man, of whom it is written by the prophet Malachi, 


© Behold I will ſend my meſſenger, and he ſhall prepare 


the way before me: It was therefore neceſſary that he 
ſhould be a perſon of conſummate virtue and holineſs, 
that the purity of his life might gain credit and reputa- 
tion to the teſtimony he was to give concerning his 
Lord, the Saviour of the world, which happened accord- 


ngly- | | 
'or as the Baptiſt, while he was in the wilderneſs, 
became the pattern of a ſolitary, contemplative life, 


and as an example of ſanctity and ſingular auſterity ; 
{o 
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ſo when he appeared to the world, he ſeemed to be a 
very extraordinary man, and the wonders which were 
great at his birth, and the prediction of his conception, 
which had never before happened, but in the perſons 
of Ifaac and Sampſon, the contempt of the world, his 
mortified countenance and deportment, his auſtere and 
ſolitary life, his vehement and zealous preaching, 
ereated ſo high an opinion of him in the people, © That 
all held him for a prophet,” and a rare example for a 
holy life ; and all this was rendered more awtul by his 
ſolemn baptiſm, whereby he ſo prevailed, that he made 
2pt and admirable preparations for the Lord's appearing ; 
Yor there went out * to him Jeruſalem, aad all Judah, 
and all the regions round about Jordan, and were 
* baptized of him, confeſſing their ſins.“ By theſe 
heavenly means he ſo won upon the affections of all men 
that his ſermons and his teſtimony concerning Chriſt 
were the more prevalent and acceptable; the ſum of his 
diſcourſes teading to perſuade them to repent of their 
uns, and bring forth the fruits of an holy lite ; he was 
a ſevere reprehender of the phatiſees and ſadducees; 
he exhorted' the people to do works of mercy, the 
publicans to do juſtice, and opprefſs no man; the ſoldiers 
% abllain from plundering, violence, and rapine ; and 
publicly declared that he was not Chriſt, that he only 
baptized with water, but that the holy Jeſus ſhould 
baptize with the Holy Ghoſt, and with fire, and 
finally denounced eternal wrath and puniſhment to all 
that were impenitent ; and from this day forward, that 
is, From the days of John Baptiſt, the kingdom of 
heaven ſuffered violence and the violent take it by 
6 force,” 

For now the goſpel began to dawn, John being like 
the morning ſtar, S the approach of the Son 


of Kighteouſneſs; for as St. John the Baptiſt laid the 
firlt rough and unhewn ftone in this ſpiritual building, 
in mortitication, ſelf-denial, and doing violence to our 
natural aſfections, ſo the Maſter-Builder himſelf con- 
tinucd the ſame by propounding the glories of the 
kcarenly kingdom, to thoſe only, who, by bearing _ 
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croſs, ſhould obtain the ſam:.. Now was the time that 
multitudes ſhould throng and crowd to enter into the 
ſtrait gate; and the younger brothers, the gentiles, 
ſhould ſnatch the inheritance from the Jews our elder 
brothers; ſtrangers from natives; the publicans and 
harlots from the ſcribes and phariſees; who, like vio- 
lent perſons, ſhall, by their importunity, obedience, 
watchfulneſs and diligence, gain the kingdom from 
them to whom it was firſt offered, and Jacob ſhall be 
loved, and Eſau hated. 

From the diſputation of Jeſus with the doctor, to 
the time of his manifeſtation to Iſrael, which was about 
eighteen years, the Holy Child dwelt in Nazareth, in 
great obedience to his parents, working, as is ſuppoſed, 
with his hands, in his ſuppoſed father, Joſeph's trade, 
for the ſupport of his own and his mother's neceſſities, 
and that he might bear the curſe of Adam, that * in the 
© ſweat of his brows he ſhould eat his bread: But now 
the full time being come, he took his leave of his 
mother, and his employment, to begin his Father's 
work, and his prophetical office, in order to the re- 
demption of the world, and when John was baptizing 
in Jordan, Jeſus came to John to be baptized of him.” 
And though the Baptiſt had never ſcen his face, becauſe 
they had been from their infancy driven to ſeveral 
places, and defigned to ſeveral offices, yet the Holy 
Gholt immediately in{pired John with a diſcerning, 
knowing ſpirit, ſo that at his firſt arrival he knew him, 
and did him worſhip ; ſo that when Jeſus deũred to be 
baptized. John © forbid him, ſaying, I have need to be 
© baptized of thee, and comeſt thou unto me ?* But our 
bleſſed Saviour, who told John that he came to fulfil 
all righteouſneſs, would receive that rite which his 


Father had inſtituted in order to the manifeſtation of his 


Son; and by this baptiſm he became known to John, 


ſo that now he pointed at his perſon in bis ſermons and 


diſcourſes, and by calling him * the Lamb of God,” 
propheſied of his paſſion, and declared him to be tlie 
world's Redeemer, and the Sacrifice for, mankind, 
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As ſoon as John had performed his miniftry, and 
Jeſus biptized, he prayed, and the heavens were 
opened,“ and in the air appeared a new and glorious 
light, © rhe Holy Ghoſt deſcending like a dove, and 
lighting upon him, and a voice from heaven, ſaying, 
his 3s n beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed. 
This was the inavguration and proclamation of the 
Mefhah, when he began to be the great Prophet of the 
New Covenant Ahe dove is inoffenſive, and feels no 
dibugbance nor violence of paſſions, when its deareſt 
interefts ate deſtroyed; we alſo ought to be of an even 
ſpirit in the ſaddeſt accidents which uſually diſcompoſe 
dur peace, and it is certain that wherever the Holy 
Spirit does dwell, there alſo peace and ſanity, meek- 
neſs and charity, a mortified will, and abſolute aban- 


doning our own inclinations and deſires to inhabit ;-— 


furthermore, this dove, like that which Noah ſent cut 
of the ark, did xptly ſignify, That the world ſhould be 
renewed, and ail be turned to a new creation, and 
God hath made a covenant with us, that unleſs we 
provoke him by gur impieties, he will never deſtroy 
me earth any more: When the folemnity of his baptiſm 
was over, Chriſt aſcended up cut of the water, and 
tome of the ancien report, (but with what certainty 
we know not) that the place in that river where his 
holy bedy had been baptized, was endued with a healing 
quality, and a power of euring lepers, who batked 
themſelves therein, in the faith of Jeſus. But the 
maniſeſtation of this power was not till afterwards, for 
as yet Jeſus did no miracles, 

When the Saviour of the world was baptized, had 
epened the heavene, which never yet had been opened 


to man, and was deelared the Son of God, * Jeſus wes © 


by the Spirit driven into the wilderneſs ;* not by an 
unaatural violence, but by a ſupernatural infpiration, 
and inclination, for it was the Holy Spirit that bear 
him thither ; be was led by the good ſpirit, to be 
tempted of tlic evil ; whither alſo he retired to wake 
demonſtration, that in an active life, ſuch as he was 
defbigned to, theſe retirements for contemplation and 
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prayer may be neceſſary, that we may be thereby 
enabled to teach others, when we have been converſing 
with God, In the deſart, which was reckoned four 
miles from the place of his baptiſm, and about twenty 
from Jeruſalem, he abode there *© forty days and forty 
© nights ;* where he was perpetually diſturbed and 
aſſaulted with the evil ſpirits, in the midſt of wild beafts, 
in a continua! fait, withour eating bread or dri:iing 
water, and the angels miniftred uato him ;* being 
meſſeagers of comtort and ſaltentation ;rom his Father 
for the ſupport and fervice of is hutganity, and em- 

I-yed in refilting ag utc nancing the aũaults and 

oſtilities of the fpitite of larkneſs. 

Whether the devils arpearct ia any horrid and af- 
frigating {have is not certain ; but it is more likely 
that to a verſoa of Chriſt's tanftity, they would appear 
more angelical, he not being to be attrighted with ugly 
phantafins, which 2buſe tre weak and imperfect con- 
ceptions of ignorant people; but the way which Satan 
the priace of devils took was, that at the expiration of 
forty days, * jeſus bring hungry,' he invited him to 
eat bread of his own providing, which might refreſh 
his humanity and prove his divinity ; hoping that his 
hunger, and the deare of convincing the devil, might 
tempt bim to eat before the time appointed: © But je- 
© ſus anſwered, it is written, Man ſhall not live by 
© bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of 
the mouth of God ;* meaning that in every word of 
God, whether the commandmeat be general or ſpecial, 
a promiſe is either expreſſed or implied, of the ſuppl 
of all provitioas neceſſary for him that is doing the 3 
of God, and that was the preſent caie of ſeſus, who 
was then doing his Father's work, and promoting our 
intereſt, and cherefore was ſure to be provided for, and 
ſo we may be likewiſe, when we arc pertor.aing our 
duty. 

The devil having failed in this affault, tries him 
again, requiring ſtill a demonſtration of his being the 
Son of God; he ſets him upon the pinnacle ot the 
* temple,” and invites him 40 throw himſelf down ſay- 


ing, 


r 


— —̃ AC. all. As Met „ ll. ded — And. » tolls 


44 Tux LIFE Or 
ing, If thou be the Son of God, caſt thyſelf down 


tram hence, for it is written, Ie ſhall give his angels 
charge concerning thee, to keep thee, and in their 
hands they ſhall bear thee up, left at any time thou 
* daſh thy foot againſt a ſtone.” But tho' our Saviour 
was ſecured of God's protection, yet he would not 
tempt God by requiring an extraordinary act of his 
providence, for his unneceſſary preſervation. At length 
Satan unites all his power of ſtratagem, and places the 
Holy Jeſus upon an exceeding high mountain, and by 
an angelical power, repreſents, as in a map, all the 
kingdoms, glories, and beauties of this world, and aſ- 
ſures Jeſus, that all „this was put into his power to 
give, and he would beſtow it on him, if he would 
fall down and worſhip him.” But our blefled Redeem- 
er being provoked — angry at this vile propoſal, and 
his impudent and blaſphemous demands, ſaid, Get 
« thee 3 behind me, Satan, for it is written, thou 
© ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt 
© thou ſerve. The devil then leaveth him, and behold 
© angels came and miniſtered unto him, bringing him 
ſuch things as his neceſſities required; after he had b 
a forty days faſt and abſtinence, left an example to his 
diſciples and followers, That faſting is neceſſary to a 
contemplative life, and for reſiſting and overcoming all 
temptations and allurements of the devil, and all our 
ſpiritual enemies. And we may obſerve, that poverty, 

redeſtination and ambition, are the three quivers from 
which the devil drew his arrow, with which he thought 
to prevail againſt Chriſt, but our Captain, conquered 
him both for himſelf and us, whereby we may fee our 
danger, and how we are provided with a remedy againſt 
all temptations of the wicked one. 

After the Baptiſt by a ſign from heaven, was con- 
firmed in the fpirit and underfianding, that Jeſus was 
the Meſſiah; he immediately publiſhed to the Jews 
what God had manifeſted to him; and firſt to the prieſts 
and Levites, who ſeat a meſſenger from the Sanhedrim, 
or great council at Jeruſalem, to know * who he was:“ 
Tohn anſwered immediately, that himſelf was 8 the 
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Chriſt, nor Elias, nor that prophet whom they by a 
ſpecial tradition did expect to be revealed, they knew 
not when; and concerning himſelf he ſaid nothing 
poſittre, but that he was the voice of one crying in 
the wilderneſs, Make ftraight the way of the Lord.“ 
This Lord was then amongſt them, but not known, a 
* perſon of great dignity, * the latchet of whoſe ſhoes 
© he was not worthy to uncloſe,' or do the meaneſt office 
under him; © who, tho' coming after John, was to be 
« preferred before him, who was to increaſe, but the 
« Baptiſt was to decreaſe, who did baptize with the Holy 
© Ghoſt and with fire,” 

This was the character of his perſonal prerogatives, 
but as yet no demon ration was made of his perſon, till 
after the deſcent of the Holy Gaoſt upon him, and 
then wherever the Baptiſt ſaw Jeſus, he points him out 
with his finger, © Behold the Lamb of God that taketh 
© away the e of the world !' This is He, Then he 
ſhews him to Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, and to 
another diſciple with him, who * both followed Jeſus, 
* and abode with him that night.“ Andrew brings his 
brother Simon with him, and Chriſt changes his name 
from Simon to Peter, or Cephas, which ſignifies a 
ſtone, Then Jeſus himſelf finds out Philip of Beth- 
faida, and bids him follow him, and Philip finds out 
Nathaniel, and calls him to ſee ; thus like people that 
came out of darkneſs, when they ſee the ſun, they call 
to their parents to be partakers of this new and ſtrange 
revelation, 

When Nathaniel was come to Jeſus, Chriſt ſaw his 
heart, and gave him a teſtimony of being truely honeſt, 
and full of holy ſimplicity, An Ifraclite indeed in 
whom is no guile ;* and Nathaniel being over-joyed 
that he had found the Meſſiah, believing out of love, 
and loving by reaſon of his joy, having no ſuſpicion of 
his perſon ; and took his will and the forwardueſs of 
ſack effection in ſuch good part, that he promiſed him 
greater things, and this gave occaſion to the firſt prophe- 
ly which was made by him; for Jeſus ſaid unto him, 
* Becauſe I ſaid I ſaw thee under the fig tree, N ay 
This thou 
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thou? Thou ſhalt ſee greater things than theſe.” And 
then 1 That he ſhould ſee heaven opened, 
and the angels of God aſcending and deſcending upon the 
Son of Man ;' but he being a doctor of the law, Chriſt 
did not chooſe him for one of his apoſtles. 2 

About the ſame time there was a marriage at Cana 
of Galilee, in the neighbourhood of Chrift's dwelling, 
where John the evangeliſt is by ſome ſuppoſed, tho 
without certainty, to be the bridegroom, to which 
Jeſus, with his mother being invited, he went to do civili- 
ty to the perſons eſpouſed, and to honour the ordinance 
of marriage; the perſons then married, were thought to 
be but of indifferent fortunes, richer in the love ot their 
neighbours than in wealthy poſſeſſions ; they had more 
company than wine, which the bleſſed virgin mother 
acquainted Jeſus with; who anſwered her, Woman, 
© what is that to thee and me? mine hour is not yet 
come: By this anſwer, intending no denial to his 
mother, but to fignify he was not yet entered into the 
period and years of miracles, and when he did, it muſt 
not be for reſpect of kindred or civil relations, but de- 
riving his power from above, it muſt be to ſerve that 


defign which be had received in charge together with | 


that power. 27 

And ſo his mother underſtood him, 13 
charge to the attendants to do whatſoever com- 
manded; Jeſus therefore bid them fill the nter - pot 
which ſtood there for the uſe of frequent waſhings, 


which the Jews uſed in all their public meetings, for 
fear of contracting legal pollutions and impurities, 


wherein they ſeemed too ſuperſtitious, waſhing their 


very. beds and tables employed at their feaſts. The 


ſervants filled them to the brim, and as they were com- 
manded, drew out, and bare to the governour of the 
© feaſt, who knew not of it, till the miracle grew pub- 


lic, and like light ſhewed itſelf ; for while they won- 


dered at the management of the feaſt, in keeping the 
« beſt wine till the laſt,” it grew apparent, that he who 
was Lord of his creatures, - could produce new qualities 


in that ſubject, in which he chooſes to glorify his * 
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This * beginning of miracles did Jeſus at Cana in 
© Galilee,” For all thoſe miracles all the Popiſh legends 
report te be done by Chriſt in his infancy, and interval 
his younger years, are apocryphal and ſpurious, 
romoted by the credulity of ſuch perſons, in whoſe 
earts eaſineſs, folly, and ſuperſtition are bound up; 
this firft miracle manifeſted his glory, and his diſciples 
believed in him. | | 
Immediately after this miracle, Jeſus abode a few days 
in Capernaum ; but becauſe of the great feaſt of the 
paſſover, he aſcended to Jeruſalem, where he perform- 
ed an act of holy zeal in behalf of the honour of the 
temple, which divers merchants and exchangers of 
money made their bank and market, and brought beaſts 
thither to be ſold for ſacrifice againſt the great paſchal 
ſolemnity ; at the fight of which our Saviour being 
moved with indignation, made a whip of ſmall cords, 
and drove the beaſts out of the temple, overthrew the 
* accompting tables, and commanded them that ſold the 
© doves, to take them from thence. For his anger was 
holy, and therefore would not have the doves let fly to 
the detriment of the owners, ſaying, Make not my 
© Father's houſe a houſe of merchandiſe ;* for it ſhall 
be called, a houſe of prayer to all nations: And being 
required to give a ſign of his vocation, he only foretold 
the reſurrection of his body after three days, but ex- 
prefling it in the metaphor of the temple ; © Deſtroy 
© this temple, and I will build it up in three days; he 
_ © ſpake of the temple of his body; and they under- 
Kood it of the temple at Jeruſalem, and it was never 
rightly conſtrued till it was accompliſhed. NN 
At this publie convention or aſſembly of the Jewiſh. 


- nation, Je us did many miracles, publiſhed himſelf to be 


the Meſſiah, and gained many diſciples, among whom 
was Nicodemus, a doctor of the law, and a ruler of the 
nation; he came by night to Jeſus, and affirmed him. 
ſelf to be convinced by the miracles which he had ſeen, 
© for no man can do theſe miracles which thou doft, 
© except God be with him.“ Jeſus then began to in- 
ſtruct him in the myſtery of regeneration, ſaying. 


Vexrily, 


—_ Ms... 1 — 


* 
r 8 K— 
— 


4% Tux LIFE os 


« Verily, verily, I ſay unto thee, except a man be born 
© again, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” 
This was ftrange philoſophy to Nicodemus, but Jeſus 
bid him not to wender, fr this is not a work of hu- 
manity, but a fruit of God's ſpirit, *« for the ſpirit 
© bloweth where it liſteth, like the wind which is ap- 
parent in its effects, but ſecret in the cauſes and pro- 
duction thereof. Chriſt then ſays, There are higher 
things, and mote myſterious for him to apprehend and 
believe; tells his own deſcent from heaven, foretells 
his death and aſcenſion, and the bleſſing of redemption 
which he come to work for mankind ; preaches of the 
lore of the Father, the miffion of the Son, the rewards of 
faith, and the glories of eternity: He upbraids the 
unbelieving and impenitent, and declares the differ- 
ences of an holy and corrupt eonſcience, the ſhame and 
fear of the one, the confidence and ſecurity of the oth- 
er; and this was the ſum of his ſermon to Nicodemus, 
which was the fulleſt of myſtery of any that he ever 
made, except that immediately before his paſſion ; all 
his other ſermons being mere practical. | | 
From Jeruſalem Jeſus goeth into the country of Judea, 
attended by divers diſciples, whoſe underftandings were 
brought into ſubjeRion and obedience to him, upon 
confidence of the divinity of his miracles. There the 
diſciples received all that came, and baptized them, as 
John at the ſame time did, and by that ceremony admitted 
them into the chriſtian diſcipline and inftitution, ac- 
eording to the cuſtom of the doctors, and great prophets 
among the Jews, whoſe baptizing their ſcholars was the 
ceremony of their admiſſion, And now the time was 
come that Chriſt muſt increaſe, and the Baptift ſuffer 
diminution, for Chrift came from above, and was 


above all, and the ſum of his doctrine was, That which 


he had ſeen and heard from the Father, whom God 
« ſent to that purpoſe; to whom God had ſet his ſeal, 
(that it was true; who ſpake the words of God, whom 
the Father Ioved; to whom he gave the ſpirit without 
« meaſure, and into whoſe hands God had delivered all 

© things; this was he whoſe teſtimony the world received 
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© not ;* and that they might not only know what perſon 
they ſlighted, but how great ſalvation they alſo neglect- 
ed, John ſums up all his ſermons, and finiſhes his min- 
iſtry with the ſaying, He that believeth on the Son + 
© ſhall have everlaſting life, and he that believeth not 

© the Son ſhall not ſee life, but the wrath of God 

* abideth on him,” 

And now the Baptiſt had fufilled the office of bearing 
witneſs unto Jeſus, God was pleaſed to give him his 
writ of eaſe, and beſtow on him his reward upon this 
occaſion : John who had learned to deſpiſe the work! 
and all the flatteries and impertinences thereof did his 
duty juſtly, and without reſpect of perſons, and as he 
reproved the 2 for their crimes and immoralities, 
5 ſo he ſpared not Herod the zd, then king of Judah, 

but told him plainly in his ſermon, That it was not 

« lawful for him to marry Herodias, his brother Philip's 

© wife ;*. for this ſermon he felt the venomous fury of 
an enraged woman, and was caſt into priſon, and about 

a year after was ſacrificed to the ſcorn and pride of a 

laſcivious mother, and her immodeſt daughter, being 

at the end of the ſecond year of Chriſt's preaching, be- 

headed at Herod's command, who would not retraR his 

oath becauſe of his honour, and a raſh yow he made in 
the midft of his jollity, and complacencies of his riof- 

ous dancings ; His head was brought up in a diſh,” 

and made a feſtival preſ:nt to the young girl, who gaye 

it to her mother, by whoſe advice ſhe demanded the 

murdering of him, a barbariſm before unknown in that 
4 country, TIP | #4448 
| But the judgments of God, which ſleep not lon 
f ſoon ovettook, Herod ; for having turned away his wits, 
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; who was the daughter of Areius, a king of Arabiz 
4 Petræa, to obtain Herodias, he provoked her father to 
ere war with Herod, who accordingly defeated 
his whole army, and forced him to an inglorious flight: 
which the Jews generally believed to be a judgment on 
him for his unworthy and villainous execution of John 
the Baptiſt ; God in his wiſdom and an 
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one fin to be the puniſhment of anotlier, and neither of 
them both to paſs without the ſignature of a curſe ; 
and Nicephorus reports, - that the dancing daughter of 
Herodias paſling over a frozen hke, the ice broke, md 
ſhe fell up to her neck in water, and her head was part- 
ed from her body by the violence of the fragments, and 
ſo periſned; divine Providence cauſing the judgment 
to a repreſentation of her ſin; Terodia! herſelf, 
with her adulterous paramous Herod, were baniſhed to 
Lyons in France, by decree of the Roman Senate, 
where they lived ingloriouſly, and died miſerably ; it 
is recorded, that when her daughter Salome brought 
the Baptiſt's head to her, ſhe thruſt the tongue through 
with a needle, in revenge for what it had uttered 
—_ her ; but ſhe herſelf paid the charges of her 
triumph, | | 8 | 
When Jeſus had heard that John was caſt into priſon, 
and that the phariſees were envious againſt himſelf for 
the great multitude of people that reforted to his bap- 
tiſm, which he miniſtred, not-in his own perſon, but 
by the deputation of his diſciples, they fiuiſhing the 
miniſtration which himſelf began, who, (as one of the 
ancients report) baptized the bleſſed virgin his mother, 
and Peter only; and Peter baptized Andrew, James, 
and John, and they others, he left Judah and came into 
Galilee, paſſing by Sychar, a city of Samaria, where in 
the heat of the day, and wearineſs of his journey, he 
ſat down at the fide of Jacob's well; © whither, when 
his © diſciples were gone to buy meat, a Samaritan wo- 
© man cometh to draw water, of whom Jeſus aſked 


ſome to cool and refreſh himſelf, Little knew the wo- 


man the excellency of the perſon that aſked fo ſmall a 


charity, neitker had the learned that a cup of cold 


© water given to, à diſciple ſhould be rewarded,* and 
much rather ſuch a preſent to the Lord himſelf, but 


proſecuted the ſpirit of her nation, and inſtead of waſh- 


ing Jeſus feet and giving him a drink, demanded of 
him, Why he, being a Jew, rr 


amaritans.“ 


eee for the Jews have no dealings with the 
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The ground of the quarrel was this: In the fixth -— 
year of Hezekiah, - Salmanazar, king of Afſlyna, 
plundered Samaria, tranſported the Iſraelites to Aſſy ria, 
and planted an Aſſyrian colony in the town and coun- 
try, who by divine vengeance were deſtroyed by lions, 
which no power of man could refrain. or leſſen, The 
king of Aſſyria thought the cauſe was, their not ſerv- 
ing God according to their rites of Moſes' law, and 
therefore ſent a Jewiſh captive prieſt to inſtru the re- 
maining inhabitants .in the Jewiſh religion ; who ſo 
leamed and practiſed it, that they till retained the ſuper- 
ſtitious heatheniſh rites ; till Manaſſes, the brother of Jad- 
di the high prieſt of Jeruſalem, married the daughter of 
Sanballat, who was the governour under king Darius : 
Manaſſes being reproved for marrying a ſtranger the 
daughter of an uncircumciſed gentile, and admoniſhed 
to Kimit her, flies to Samaria, perſuades his father in 
law to build a temple on mount Gerizim, introduces 
the rites of daily ſacrifice, - and makes himſelf high 
prieſt, and began to pretend to be the true ſucceſſor of 
Aaron, and commences a ſchiſm in the tune of Alex- 
ander the great. - From whence the queſtion of rehgion 
grew ſo high, that it begat diſaffection, anger, ani- 
moſities, quarrels, bloodſhed and murdeff not only in 
Falaſtine, but wherever a Jew and a Samaritan had the 
ill fortune to meet; ſuch being the nature of men, that 
they think it the Le injury in the world when oth. 
er men are nat of their opinion; and that they pleaſe 
God moſt, when they are moſt furiouſly zealous ;_ and 


no zeal better to be expreſſed, than by hating all thoſe 0 


whom they are pleaſed to think God hates, 
This ſchiſm was proſecuted with the greateſt ſpite - 
that ever any was, becauſe both parties were much 
given to ſuperſtition, and this was promoted by the 
_ conſtitution of their religion, conſiſting much in exter- 
nals, and ceremonies, without their improving them to 
any moral or ſpiritual ſenſe, or to charity; and there- 
fore the Jews called the Samaritans accurſed ; again, 
the Samaritans at the paſchal ſolemnity, would, at mid- 
night, when the Jews' temple was open, ſcatter dead 
4 | . | men's 
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men's bones to profane and defile the place, and botk 
weuld fight, and enternally diſpute the queſtion ; ſome- 
times referring it to an arbitrator, and then the con- 
quered ſide would decline the arbitration after the ſen- 
tence ; which they did at Alexandria before Ptolemeus 
Philometer, when Andronicus, by a moving oration, 
procured ſentence againſt Theodoſius and Sabbæus, the 
Samaritan advocates; the ſentence was given for Jeru- 
ſalem, and the ſchiſm increaſed and continued till the time 
of our Saviour's conference with this woman, 

And it was to implanted and fixed into their under- 
ſtandings, that this woman perceived Jeſus' to be a 
prophet, ſhe undertook the queſtion with him, Our 
« fathers worſhipped in this mountain, and ye ſay Jeru- 
* falem is the place where men eughtgto worſhip.” Our 
Laviour knew the ſchiſm was great enough already, and 
was not willing to make the breach wider, and though 
he gave teſtimony of the truth, that © ſalvation is of t 
„Jews, and we know what we worſhip, ye do not; 
yet, becauſe the occaſion” of this queſtion was ſhortly - 
to be removed, Jeſus takes this opportunity to — 
the goſpel, and to reconcile before hand, the Naive 
ing intereſts, and ſettle a revelation. to be verified for 
cver, that neither here nor there by way of conſinement, 
nor in one country more than another, but « where 
«every man ſhall call upon God in ſpirit and truth, there 
\ he ſhall be heard.“ | 

The Holy Jeſus then tells her of living water, of 
eternal ſatisſactions, of never thirſting again, of her 
ewn perſonal condition, as to her marriages, and de- 
clates himſeltf to be the Meffiah : And then was inter- 
rupted. by the coming of his diſciples, who wondered 
72 ſre him talking with a woman; but ſhe being full 
joy and wonder, leſt the water pot and ran into the 
city,“ to publiſh the Meſſiah; and immediately « all 
the city came out to ſee; and many believed on him, 
upon the teſtimony of the woman, and more when they 
heard his own” diſcourſes; they invited him to the 
town, and received him with kindneſs and hoſpitality. 
ſor two days, after which he Ceparted to his own town 
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_ Galilee ; where he was entertained with reſpect, be- 
cauſe of the miracles which the Galileans ſaw done by 
him at the feaſt ; and being at Cana, where he wrought 
the firſt miracle, a noble perſon (a little king or ruler) 
came to Jeſus with much reverence and importunity, 

deſiring that he would immediately come © down to his 

1 © houſe to heal his ſon who was at the point of death.” 
7 Jeſus who did not work miracles by natural means, 
Y cured the child at a diſtance, and diſmifſed the prince, 
telling him © his ſon lived; and by the account of the 
ſervants he found that the child revived at the ſame 
time when theſe healing words were ſpoke by Jeſus, up- 
on which accident he and all his houſe became Chriſt's 
diſciples. 7 | | 
Our Saviour then left Nazareth, and came to Caper- 
naum, a maritime town of great reſort, chooſing that, 
for his ſcene of preaching and his' place of dwelling. 
For now the time was fulfilled, the office of the Bapriit 
was expired, and © the kingdom of God was at hand ;” 
he therefore preached the ſum of the goſpel, faith and 
repentance, * repent and believe the goſpel,” and 
what that goſpel was, the ſum and ſubſtance of all his 
ſermons afterwards declared. Jeſus now ſaw it con- 
venient to chooſe diſciples to his miniſtry and ſervice, 
to the work of preaching, and to be * witneſſes of all 
* that he ſhould fay, do, or teach,“ for ends which he 
afterwards made public, Jeſus therefore as he walked - 
by the ſea of Galilee, called Simon and Andrew, who 
knew him before by the preaching of John, and now 
left their ſhip and their nets, and followed him.” 
When he was gone a littte farther, he calls the two 
« ſons of Zebedee, James and John, and they went after 
him.“ And with this family he goes up and down the 
whole. Galilee, preaching the goſpel of the kingdom, 
| healing all manner of iſealls, curing demoniacks, 


. 


cleanſing the lepers, and giving ſtrength to thoſe that 
had. the palſy, and lame perſons, [hs bo TIE Ad” 
But when the people preſſed og him to hear the 

word of God, he ſtood by the lake of Geneſaret, and 


3 


Preſently 


— 
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preſently “entering into Simon's ſhip, commanded him 
« to launch into the deep, and from thence taught the 
people, and there wrought a miracle, for being Lord 
of the creatures, he commanded the fiſhes of the ſea, * 
and they obeyed ; for when Simon, who had * fiſhed all 
night in vain, let down bis net at the commandwof 
© Teſas, he incloſed ſo great a number of fiſhes, that the 
* net brake, and the fiſhermen were amazed and ſur- 
* priſed” at ſo great a draught ; by which miracle it 


was intended that a repreſentation ſhould be made of 


the church of Chriſt, and the multitudes of believers 
who ſhould be taken by Simon and other diſciples, who- 
were hereby conſigned to be © Fiſhers of men, and by 
their holy doctrines ſhould gain ſouls to God, and that 
when the nets ſhould be drawn to ſhore, and ſeparation 
made at the day of judgment, by the angels, they and 
their diſciples ſhould © enter into the joy of the Lord,” 
and the wicked receive the portion of reprobates. And 
now the fame of Jeſns went into all Syria, and there 
came to him multitudes from Galilee, Decapolis, 
© Teruſalem, and Judea ; and all that had any fick, with 
divers difeaſes, brought them' to him, and he laid 
his hands on every one of them, and healed them; 
and when he cured the Junatics and perfons poſſeſſed 
with evil ſpirits, the devils cried out and confeſſed him 
to be Chriſt, the © Son of God,“ but he © ſuffered them 
not ;* chooſing rather to work faith in his diſciples by 
moral arguments and demonſtrations of the ſpirit, than 


by the forced teſtimony of accurſed and unwilling 


fpirits. | | 
"When Jeſus ſaw his aſſembly full, and his audience 
numerous, he went up into a mountain, and when his 
diſciples came to him, he made that admirable ſermon 
called © the Sermon upon the Mount; which is a divine 
comrendium of ſuch excellent truths, and contains - 


 breviary of thoſe moral precepts given by Moſes, and 


enlarging their obligation by a trier ſenſe, and more 
ſevere expoſition : that their righteouſneſs ought to 
exceed the righteouſneſs of the ſcribes and phariſees';* 
preaches perfection, and the doctrines of meekneſs and 


porerty. 
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poverty of ſpirit, chriſtian mourning, deſire of holy 
things, mercy and purity, peace and ſuffering injuries, 
affixing a ſpecial promiſe of bleſſing to be the inherit- 
ance of thoſe who are endued with theſe ſpiritual graces 
and excellencies, he explains ſome part of the ten com- 
mandments, and adds precepts of his own. He teaches 
his diſciples to pray, how to faſt, how to give alms ; 
contempt of the world, not to judge others ; forgivin 

of injuries; againſt covetouſneſs and worldly laws; oF 
brotherly reproof ; of the ſtrait gate, and narrow way ; 
of falſe prophets ; againſt hypocriſy ; concluding with 
an exhortation to true piety ; and that men ſhould ſeek 
© the kingdom of heaven and the righteouſneſs thereof.” 
When Jeſus came down from the mountain, having 
ended his mon, a poor leprous man came and wor- 
ſhipped him, and begged to be cleanſed, which Jeſus 
ſoon granted, engaging him not to publiſh it when he 
ſhould go abroad, but ſending him to the prieſt, to offer 
the giſt according to the law of Moſes : Iſe then came 
to Capernaum, and taught in their © ſpnagogues upon 
© the ſabbath day, where, in his ſetmon he expreſſed 
the dignity of a prophet, and the authority of a perſon 
ſent from God; there he cures one poſſeſſed with an 
evil ſpirit, and afterwards the mother of Simon, of x 
fever ; and multitudes beſetting Simon's houſe, he 
cured them all, and retired very early in the morning 
to a deſert place, that he might have an opportunity to 

pray, without being diſturbed with the noiſe of the 
people; yet neither could he be ſo hid, for the multi- 
tude found him out by their diligent attendance of him, 
but Jeſus told them plainly, that He muſt preach the 
« goſpel to other cities alſo, and therefore reſolved to 
paſs to the other fide of the lake of Genefaret ; 
whither while he was going, a ſcribe offered himſelf to 
be his diſciple, and that he would go with him where- 
ſoever he went; but Chriſt told him his condition was 
worſe than the / foxes or the birds of the air, who had 
habitations provided, but he had none; no, not a 
place to lay his bead and find reſt;! but what become 
of this forward profeffor afrefwards we know not. 


Others, 
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Others, Jeſus bound to 8 proton, not ſuffer. 
ing one to go home to bid his friends farewell, and 
another not ſo much as to * bury his dead.” ; 
By the time that Jeſus was got into the ſhip it was 
late, and he ſo heavy to ſleep, that the violent ftorm 
which happened could not awake him, till the ſhip be- 
ing * almoit covered with the waves, and in danger of be- 
ing ſunk, the diſciples then awakened him ſay ing, Maſ- 
© ter, careſt thou not that we periſh, and immediately 
there was a great calm, and they preſently arrived in 
© the land of the Gadarens, near the city of Gadara, 
where there were many ſepulchres in the hollowneſs of 
the rocks, in which the dead were buried, where many 
ſuperſtitious perſons uſed to invocate evil n inſo- 
much, that at the inſtant of our Saviour's Mival in the 
country, there met him two poſſeſſed © with deyils 
from thoſe tombs, exceeding fierce, and had been ſo 
* a long time, inſomuch that no man durſt paſs that 
© way ;*, Jeſus commanded. the devils out of the poſſeſſ- 
ed perſons; but © there were certain men feeding 
«* ſwine,” which tho' extremely abominated by the Jew- 
iſh religion, yet for the uſe of the Roman armies, and 


quartering of ſoldiers, they were permitted, and divers 


privileges were granted to-'the maſters of fuch herds ; 
the devils having beſought him to enter into the {wine, 
he gave them leave, and the ſwine ran violently down 
© a ſteep place into the hot baths, which were at the 


foot 'of the hill on which Gadara' was built, and 


© periſhed in the waters,” This accident fo troubled 
the inhabitants, that they came and intreated iJeſus to 
« depart ont of theit coaſts; ſo leaving | Galilee of the 
gentiles, he came to the lefler Galilee, and while he 
was fitting in an houſe which was furroundcd with mul- 
titudes of people, a man ſick of the palſy was brought 
thither to ba ured; and they were fein to untjle the 
houſe, and let * him down in the bed with cords in the 
midſt before Jeſus, Who as conferring with the doc- 
| | : ſaid, '* Man 
© thy fins are forgiven thee.” At which faying the 
Phariſees being troubled, thinking it n | 
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and that none but God could forgive ſiris ; Jeſus, to 


verify his pardon, gave them a palpable demonſtration 
of it; for the Jews did believe that all afflictions were 
puniſhments for fin, and therefore they ſaid in another 
caſe, * Who finned, this man or his father, that he was 
born blind ?? And that removing of the puniſhment 
was forgiving of the ſin ; and therefore Jeſus, to prove 
that his fins were forgiven him, removed that which 
they ſuppoſed to be the effect of his fin; and by curing 
the palſy, prevented their further murmur againſt his 
pardon, ſaying, © that ye may know the Son of man 
© hath power on earth to forgive fin : He ſaith to the 
« ſick of the palſy, Ariſe, take up thy bed and walk; 
© and the man aroſe, and he was healed, and glorified 
God.“ | 

Awhile after, Jeſus went again towards the ſea, 
and on his way ſeeing Matthew the publican fitting 
at the dead cuſtom, he bids him follow him; 
Matthew firft feaſted Jeſus and then he became his diſ- 
ciple ; but the 3-909 that were with him began to 
be concerned, that he © eat with publicans, and ſinners; 
for the office of the publicang, though amongſt the Ro- 
mans it was honeſt and of - great account, and the flow- 
er of the Roman knights, the ornament of the city, the 
« ſecurity of the commonwealth, was accounted to con- 
ſiſt in the ſociety of publicans; yet among both the 
Jews and Greeks, the name was odious, and the per- 
ſons were accurſed, not only becauſe the chief of them 
were ſtrangers, but becauſe the Jews eſpecially ſtood 
upon the charter of their nation, and the privileges of 
their religion, that none of them ſhould pay tribote ; 
and alſo, Yecroſe they were very unjuſt and great op- 
preſſors, having a power unlimited, and covetouſneſs as 
greedy as the grave. But Jeſus gave ſuch an account 
of the reaſons of his converſing with them, becauſe 
they were ſinners, that it was as if a phyſician ſhould 
be removed for having ſo much to do with fick perſons ; 
for therefore was he ſent, not to call the righteous, 


but ſinners to repentance,” to advance the reputation 


of mercy above the rites of the ceremonial law, 
. 5 19 7 5 ö 
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When Jeſus was diſcourſing the phariſees, Jarius, a 
ruler of the ſynagogue, came to him defiring' him ke 
would help his daughter who lay dying. As he was 
going to the houſe, a woman met him, who had been 
* diſeaſed with an iſſue of blood twelve years,” without 
hope of a remedy from art or nature: Upon the con- 
 fident perſuaſions of an holy faith, ſhe runs to him, 
thinking that if * ſhe did but touch the hem of his 
© garment, ſhe ſhould be made whole; and accordingly 
upon the touch, the fountain of her blood was dried 
* up, and ſhe felt in her body that ſhe was healed of 
that plague.” St. Ambroſe ſays that this woman was ; 
Martha, yet it was not likely that ſhe was a Jeweſs but 
a gentile, becauſe of that return which ſhe made in 
memory of her cure and the- honour of Jeſus, accord- 
ing to the gentHe rites, . For Euſebius reports, That 
himſelf ſaw at Cæſarea Phillippi, a ftatue of braſs, 
repreſenting a woman kneeling at the feet of a goodly 
perſonage, who held his hand out to her in a poſture of 
granting her requeſt, and doing favour to her; and the 
mnhabitants ſaid it was erected by the care and coft of 
ig woman; and that at the pedeſtal of this ſtatue a 
plant did grow, which was medicinal in the diſeaſe ſhe 
was cured of, and many others. "This ſtory ſeems not 
well grounded, fince two evangeliſts affirm, That ſhe 
had ſpent all her fubſtance upon phyſicians, and was 
therefore incapable of being at ſo much charge, neither 
would the heathen princes have ſuffered it to ſtand fo 
many years, ſtrictly ſearching all places, to difcover and 
demoliſh all monuments of chriſtianity ; and therefore 
probably theſe figures which Eufebius ſaw, were erected 
upon ſome heathen ſtory or ceremony, and by the 
chriſtians in after ages, confidently applied to the 
preſent hiſtory of this woman. 4 46 
When Jeſus was come to the ruler's houſe, he found 
the minſtrels making their funeral noiſes for the death 
of Jarius's daughter, of which his ſervants had acquaint- 
ed him, yet Jeſus turned out the minſtrels, and entered 
with the parents of the child into her chamber, and 
taking her by the hand, called her, and * 
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her from the ſleep of death, and . commanded them to 
give her meat to eat, and enjoined them not to pub- 
liſh the miracle, but the more Jeſus endeavoured not to 
be popular, and to ſuppreſs the noiſe and reports of his 
acts, the mare they were diſcourſed of, and publiſhed 
about the country. As he came from Jarius's houſe, 
he cured two blind men, upon their petition, and con- 
ſeſſion, that they did believe in him. And caſt out a 
dumb devil, ſo much to the wonder and amazement of 
the people, that the phariſees could hold no longer, 
being ready to burſt with envy, and ſaid, He caſtetn 
contradictory and unreaſonable, as if the devil mould 
contrive the deſtruction of his own kingdom. 
This was the firſt irruption of their rage, for all the 
laſt year, which was the firſt of Jeſus' preaching, all was 
uiet, neither the Jews, nor the Samaritans, nor the 
alileans did malign his doctrine or perſon, but he 
preached with much peace on all hands; for this was 
1 which the prophet Haiah called in his prediction, 
© The accepted year of the Lord. | 
The firſt year of Jeſas, which was a year of peace 
and undiſturbed preaching, being expired, there | was 
a'* Feaſt of the Jews, and Jeſus went up to Jeruſalem; 
this feaſt was the ſecond paſſover, to be kept after he 
began to preach; not the feaſt of pentecoſt or taberna- 
cles, doll which were paſſed before Jeſus came laſt 
from Judah; 2 when he was now 2 ie 2 
an impotent perſon lying at the of Bethſaida, 
« waiting till — angel ſhould ro ge waters, after 
© which, whoſoever ſtepped in was cured of his infirmity,” 
The poor man had waited thirty eight years and ſtill 
was prevented by ſome other that needed a phyſician; 
but Jeſus ſeeing him, had pity on him, cured him, and 
bid him © take up his bed and walk ;' this cure R- 
ed to be wronght upon the Sabbath, at which the Jews 
th indiguations that they thought to 
flay him, and their anger was the -more outrageous by 


his calling himſelf the Son of God, making himſcit 
F equal with God; upon which occaſion Jeſus diſcourſes 
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on his miſſion and authority from the Father, and the 
union which was between them; and preaches life and 
ſalvation to them that believe in him; propheſies of the 
reſurrection of the dead, by the efficacy of the voice 
of the Son of God; ſpeaks of the day of judgment, and 
the differing conditions of the righteous and the wicked ; 

confirms his words and miffion by the teſtimony of John 
the Baptiſt, Moſes, and other ſcriptures. 

But till the ſcandal riſes higher againſt him, for the 
diſciples going through the corn-fields, pull ripe ears on 
the Sabbath day, 2 rubbing them in their hands, eat 
them to ſatisfy their hunger ; for which he endeavour- 
ed to-convince the Jews, 'who were highly offended, 
that works of neceſſity and mercy are ws bo done at all 
times, notwithſtanding any poſitive command to the 
contrary, and the beſt ſerving of God upon any diy what- 
ſoever, or any part of the day that is vacant from other 
offices, and proper for a religious feſtival. But when 
neither reaſon nor religion would ſatisfy them, but that 

they went about to kill him, he withdrew from Jeruſa- 
lem, and returned from Galilee, whither the ſcribes and 
phariſees followed him, ſtrictly obſerving whether be 
would again perform any a& of mercy upon the Sabbath 
day, which yet he gill reſolved to do; for entering "g 
into one of the ſynagogues, he ſaw a labouring man 7 
with a withered hand, who defired help of him that he X 
might be again reſtored to the uſe of his hands, left he 
ſhould be compelled with miſery and ſhame to beg his be! 
bread. Jeſus reſtored his hand as whole as the other; $1 
in the midft of all thoſe ſpies and enemies ; upon which 1 
act, being confirmed in their malice, the phariſees went ; 
out and joined with the Herodians (a ſect of people 
who ſaid Herod was the Mefliah, becauſe when the 
ſceptre departed from Judah, he was declared king) 
and both together took counſel how they might kill 
bim. Jeſus therefore again departed to the ſea coaſt, 
and as his fame, ſo his company. increaſed ; for he was 
now followed by new. « multitudes from Galilee, from 
© Judah, from Jeruſalem, from Idumea, from beyond 
Jordan, and from about Tyre and Sidon ;* who 
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hearing the report of his miraculous power, to cure all 
diſeaſes by the word of his mouth, or the touch of bis 
hand, or the handling of his garment, came with 4 
whole hoſpital of fick, poſſeſſed, and all other diſeaſes, 
and were all immediately cured ; the devils eonfeſſing 
publicly that he was the Son of God, till they were all 
upon ſuch occaſions reſtrained and compelled to filence. 
Jeſus having now commanded a ſhip to be in readineſs 
againſt the preſſures of the multitude; © went up into a 
mountain to pray, and continued in prayer all night; 
and the next day choſe out of the number of his diſciples, 
twelve, to be apoſtles, namely, Simon Peter, and An- 
drew, James and John, the ſons of thunder, Philip and. 
Bartholomew, Matthew and Thomas, James the for 
of Alphæus, and Simon the zealot, Judas the brother 
of James, and Judas Ifcariot, With theſe deſcending 
from the mountain to the plain, he inſtructs his apoſtles 
in © the doctrines of the kingdom; for now becauſe he 
ſaw * Iſrael ſcatzggred like ſheep having no ſhepherd," 
he propoſed to ſend thoſe abroad to preach repentance, 
and that his kingdom was at hand, and gave them alſo 
particular inſtructions for theit journey; - for © Jeſus 
« ſent them out two by two, giving them power over 
© all unclean ſpirits, and to heal all manner of ſickneſs 
<.and diſeaſes; telling them they were the light and 
the eyes, and the ſalt of the world ;* fo intunating 
their duty to be diligent, holy, and uncorrupt ;- giving 
them in charge to preach the goſpel ; to diſpenſe their 
wer and miracles freely as they receivegit:; to anoint 
fick perſons: with oil, not to enter intoany Samaritan 
town, but to © go rather to the loſt ſheep of the houſs 
of Iſrael; to provide nothing for their journey, but 
to depend upon the piety and charity of the new con- 
rerts; he arms them againſt perſecution ; gives them 
leave to fly from one city to another; promiſes them 
the aſſiſtances of his ſpirit; encourages them by his own 
example of long-ſuffering ; by inſtances of divine Provi- 
dence, expreſſed even to creatures of the ſmalleſt value, 
and by promiſe of great rewards to the valiant be | 
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of his name; and promiſes great retributions, not only 
to them who:loſe any thing cf value for the ſake of 
Jeſus, but to thoſe that did beſtow but a cup of cold 
water upon a thirity diſciple, And with theſe inſtruc. 
tions they departed to preach to the cities, Jeſus then 
returned to Capernaum, received the addreſs of a faithful 
centurton of a legion, (called the Iron legion, which 
uſually quartered in Judea) in behalf of his ſervant 
whom he loved, who was grievouſly afflicted with the 
palſy, and healed him as a reward and honour to his 
maſter's faith, And from thence going into the city 
Nain, he raiſed to life the only ſon of a widow, whom 
the mourners followed in the ſtreet, . bearing the corpſe, 
with lamentations, to his grave; upon the fame of theſe, 
and divers other miracles, © John the Baptiſt, who was 
fill in priſon,” (for he was not put to death till the. 
latter end of this year) ſent two of his diſciples: to 
him, enquiring if Jeſus was he that, ſhould come, or 
ſhould we look for another. To whom Jeſus returned 
no poſitive anſwer, but a demonſtration from the nature 
of the thing, and the glory of the mitacles, ſaying, 
return to Jokn and tell him what you ſee ; for the deaf 
© hear, the blind ſee, the lame walk, the dead are raiſed, 
and the lepers are cleanſed, and to the poor the goſpel is 
« preached ;* which were the diſtinguiſhing character of 
the Mefliah, according to the predictions :of. the holy 
ropnets ©: 6 4TC $2828 1 3 2 þ 
: Ve John's diſciples were gone with this anſwer, 
Jeſus began t diſcourſe of the authority and holineſs 
of John's pe „the greatneſs of his office, and the 
divinity. of his commiſſion, ſay ing, That he was: 
greater than a prophet, a. burning and ſhining light, 
the Elias that was to come; and the conſummation 
or ending of the old prophets; adding withal, that the 
perverſeneſs of 18 was moſt unaccountable in the 
entertainment of himſelf and the Baptiſt; ſince '* John 
who came neither eating nor drinking, that by his 
auſterity and mortified deportment, he might engage 
the judgment and affections of the people; 2 1 
who came both «eating and drinking, that 15 5 5 
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affable life, framed to the compliance and common uſe 
of men, he might ſweetly inſinuate into the minds of 
the multitude, yet neither of them could obtain belief 
amongſt them; they objected againſt every thing, and 


nothing could pleaſe them; but © wiſdom and righteouſ- 


© neſs is juſtified of all her children.” 


Jeſus then proceeds to a ſevere reprehenſion of Ca- 


pernaum, Chorazin, and Bethſaida, for their pertinacious 
obſtinacy in their ſins and infidelity, in detiance of all 
the * mighty works which he had wrought among them.“ 
However, Jeſus glorified God for the magnifying of his 
mercy, that thoſe things which were hid from the 
* wiſe, mighty, and noble, who were not fit- ſubjects 
for the ſimplicity of the goſpel, were revealed to babes; 
and concludes this ſermon with an invitation to all 
weary and diſconſolate perſons, · loaded with a ſenſe oc 
their fin and miſery, to come to him, promiſing caſe 
© to their burden, and refreſhment to their wearineſs, 
and to exchange their heavy preſſures into an * eaſy 
« yoke: and a light burden. 1 25 
When Jeſus had ended his ſermon, one of the phari- 
ſees, named Simon, invited him to eat with him; into 


whoſe houſe when he was entered a certain woman 


that was a ſinner, abiding there in the city, heard ot 
it; her name was Mary, ſhe had been married (ſay the 
primitive writers) to a noble perſonage, a native of the 
town and caſtle of Magdal, from whence ſhe had her 
name Magdalen, though he herſelf was born i Bethany; 
a widow the was, and prompted by her wealth, liberty 
and youth, to lead an intemperate life, and too free in 
her entertainments. She came to Jeſus in the phariſee's 
houſe, not as the ſtaring multitude, to glut her eyes 
with the ſight of a miraculous and glorious perſon, not 
as the centurion, or the Syrophanician, or the ruler 
of the ſynagogue, for the cure of his ſickneſs, or in 
behalf of her friend or child, or ſervant ; but ſhe, who 
is the only example of ſo coming, approached him with 
remorſe and regret for her fins ; ſhe came to Jeſus to 
lay hes burthen at his feet, and to preſent him with a 

broken heart and weeping eye, with great affection, 
- FI | | and 
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and a box of precious ointment (called Nard Piſtic) 
ſalutary and excellent, ſhe came trembling, and fell 
down before him, weeping for her fins, pouring out a 
flood, great enough * to waſh the feet of the bleſſed 
« Jeſus, and wiping them with the hair of her head ;* 
after which {he broke the box, and anointed his feet 
with the ointment ; which expreſſed ſo great an extacy 
of love, forrow, and adoration, that it was thought by 
Judas an unneceſſary profuſion, and was a preſent for a 
prince; an alabaſter box of Nard Pittic, being ſent as 
a rarity from Cambyſes to the king of Athiopia, 
Simon obſerving this ſinner to expreſs ſuch religion 
and veneration to La, thought with himſelf, this is no 
prophet, * that did not know her to be a ſinner, or no 
juſt perſon that would ſuffer her to touch him; tor 
though the Jews' religion did permit harlots of their 
ewn nation to live and enjoy the Jewiſh privileges, ſaw 
that their offerings were refuſed ; yea the — who 
pretended to a greater degree of ſanctity than others, 
would not admit them to civil uſages, or the benefits 
of ordinary ſociety ; and thought religion itſelf and 
the honour of a prophet, was concerned in 'this ſort of 
preciſeneſs; therefore Simon made an objection 
within himſelf. But Jefus knowing his thoughts as well 
a8 words, made an apology for her in the 3 of the 
tro debtors, a greater and a leſſer, concluding that they 
would love their merciful creditor in proportion to his 
mercy and forgiveneſs, and this was the caſe of Mary 
Magdalen, to whom ( becauſe much was forgiyen, ſhe 
loved much,” and expteſſed it in ſuch large characters, 
that the phariſee might obſerve the vaſt difference be- 
' tween his own common entertainment, compared with 
ker magnificence, penitence and charity. 
When Jeſus had dined, be was preſented with the ſad 
fght of a poor man poſſeſſed with a dumb and blind 
devil, whom his friends defired our Saviour to caſt out, 


which was done immediately, to the amazement of the 


people, who ran after him in fuch great numbers, that 
the phariſees mach doubted, that this prophet, would 
much leffen their reputation, and leave their ſchooh 
WP | | A empty ; 


JESUS CHRIS T. 65 


; and therefore give out that he was beſide 
himſelf: Upon which .ramour, his mother, with his 
friends and kindred came to ſee him, and found the houſe 
farrounded with the people who were full of wander 
and admiration, and there the virgin mother heard'part 
of her own propheſy verified, that © the generations of 
«© the earth ſhould call her bleſſed: For a woman wor- 
ſhipping Jeſus, cried- out, © Bleſſed is the womb that 
bare thee, and the paps that gave thee. ſuck;' To 
; this Jeſus replied, yet not denying her to be highly 
| bleſſed, who had received the honour: of being the 
mother of the Meſſiah, but advancing the dignity ot 0 

ſpiritual excellencies far above the greateſt temporal | 
| 


| 


honour in the world; © Yea, rather are they that hear 
the word of God, and do it.“ And therefore when it 
was told him in the houſe, That his Mother and his 
brethren Raid for him without ;* he anſwered, that 
thoſe dear names of mother and brethren are far more 
| ſacred when there is a conjunction of perſons in ſpiritu- | 
al bands, in the ſame faith, the fame, hope, and in | 
union with the ſame myſtical head; and pointing to | 
bis diſci ſaid, © Behold my mother, and my brech- 
© ren, for whoſoeyer . doth the will of my. Father | 
«© which is in Heaven, he is my brother and ſiſter, and ; 
. eee eee | 
3 now the Fon iſees the on of theſe : 
_ miracles renewed the old 8 ſaying, He Las | 
out devils by Belzebub, the prince of devits ;* which | | 
ſenſeleſs and illiterate objectiou Chriſt having confuted, 
charged them highly with the 2 of an unpardonable | 
fin, telling them, That their affirming thoſe actions of 
his, performed by virtue of the Spirit, were done 
the help of the devil, was a fin againſt the Holy Ghoft, 
and how bold. ſoever they were with the Son of man, | 
in abuſing his words, or injuring his perſon, they might i 
upon repentance find. a pardon; yet to ſin againſt . the ; 
oly would find no forgiveneſs, neither here nor 1 
hereafter, but taking occaſion;upon. this diſcouele, he. 
by an ingenious and myſterious: parable, gives the world. | 
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great caution of backſliding after repentance; for | 


git the devil returns into à houſe once ſwept and 
garniſhed, he bringeth ſeven ſpirits more impure than 
«© hinafſelf, and the laſt end of that man is worſe than the 
c firſt,” $ ; | 

Jeſus then goeth from the houſe of the phariſces 


to the ſea of 'Tyberias, and fitting in a ſhip, taught the 


people on ſhore by parables, under which were myſteri- 

ous ſenſes, tending to ſhew their unbelief, though not 
to diſperſe that thick Egyptian darkneſs which their 
ſins and aberrations had contracted; by the parable of the 
ſower ſcattering his ſeed by the way-fide, and ſome on 
| ſtony, ſome on thorny, and ſome on good ground, He inti- 
mated the ſeveral capacities or indiſpoſitions of mens 
hearts, the careleſſneſs of ſome, the frowardneſs and levity 
of others, the eaſineſs and ſoftneſs of a third, and how 
they were choaked with worldly cares, with the ſeveral 


ways whereby men miſcarry, and that but one ſort of 


perſons receive the word, and bring forth the fruits of 


an holy life; by the parable of the © Tares permitted 


to grow among the wheat, he intimated the toleration 
of diffenting opinions, net deſtructive to piety, or civil 
ſociety ; by the three parables of the ſeed growing in- 
ſenſible ; of the grain of muſtard ſeed ſwelling up to a 
tree ; of a little leavyen qualifying the whole lump ; he 
i gniſied the increaſe of the goſpel, and the bleſſing upon 
the ſermons of himſelf and his apoſtles. 

To thoſe parables which he rendered to his diſciples 
in their proper ſenſes, he added two more coucerning 
the dignity of the goſpel, comparing it to Treaſure 
« hid in the field, and a jewel of great price, for the 


purchaſe of which every good merchant muſt part with 


all he hath rather than not obtain it. He adds, That 
the public profeffots of chriſtianity, ſhould be like a 


mixt multitude, like a net inclofing fiſnes good and bad. 
After thoſe diſcourſes, he retired from the ſea fide to - 


his ownetty Nazereth, where he preached ſo excellently 


. ce ttain words in the prophet Iſaĩah, that all the people 


5ndered at bis wiſdom, in explaining the ſame. But the 


men of Naereth did not ſ afficiently honoug their prophet, 
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tho their own countrymen, {till retaining in their minds 
the diſadvantages of his youth and kindred, and trade and 
poverty, and the humility of his firſt years, though now 
a glorious prophet ; But Jeſus, 1a his ſermon, reproved 
them for their infidelity, at which he wondered, and 
therefore did few miracles, in reſpect of what he had 
done at Capernaum, and commended that city before 
Nazereth, whereupon the inhabitants * thruſt him out 
© of the city, and led him to the brow of an hill, on 
© which it was built, deſigning to throw him down 
© headlong,* but his work was not yet finiſhed ; there- 
fore, paſſing through the © midſt of them, he went his 
© way. | 2 5 
He then travelled up and down to all the towns and 
caſtles of Galilee, attended by his * diſciples, and cer- 
« tain women out of whom he had caſt unclean ſpirits ; 
© namely Mary Magdalen, Johanna, wife to Chuza, 
Herod's ſteward, who miniſtred unto him out of their 
« own ſubſtanee, and became part of his holy family, 
which at this time began to be full; becauſe now the 
apoſtles were returned from their preaching, full of 
joy, that the devils were made ſubject to the ? words of 
© their mouth,” and the efficacy of their prayers, and 
their calling upon the name of Jeſus ; but their maſter 
intimating to them, That theſe privileges were not 
ſolid foundations for an holy joy, but only as they ad- 
vanced the glory of God, and their own ſalvation, 
© whoſe names are written in heaven, which joy was 
then reaſonable, holy, true, and perpetual, 
When Herod heard ſuch wonderful things. of Jeſus, 
his guilt. made him imagine, that John the Baptiſt 
« was now riſen from the dead, and theſe mighty works 
were demonftrations of his powers, which was increaſ- 
ed by his immortality ; for. a little before this (as is 
already mentioned) Herod had ſentito the caſtle of 
Macherus, where John was priſoner, ang gauſed him to 
be beheaded. His head Herbdias botedg'm her own 
ace, thinking to ſecure it from any re- union with the 
ody leſt he again ſhould diſturb her unlawful luſts, and 


diſquiet Herod's conſcience; but the body the diſciples 
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of John obtained, and carried it with honour and ſor- 


row, and buried it in Sebaſte, in the confines of Sama- 
ria, making his grave between the bodies of Elizeus 
and Abdias the propbets. | | | 

Jeſus boris of the death of the Baptiſt, Herod's 
jealonſy, and the envy of the phariſees, retired into a 
deſert place, together with his apoſtles, for the © peo- 
ple ſo preſſed upon them, that they had not leiſure to 
© eat ;* yet neither could he be there hid, for the multi- 


| tude flocked thither alſo, to whom he preached many 


things, and afterwards, becauſe there were no villages 
in the neighbourhood, leſt they ſhould faint in returning 
to their houſes, he cauſed them * to fit down upon the 
© prafs, and with five loaves of barley; and two ſmall 
« fiſhes, he ſatisfied five thouſand men, befides women 
« and children, and cauſed his diſciples to gather up the 
fragments, which being brought together, filled twelve 
baſkets ; which miracles were ſo accommodated to the 
underſtanding and affections of the e that they 
were convinced this was the Meſſiah, who was to 
come into the world,“ and had a purpoſe to have 
© taken him by force, and made him King.“ 

But he that left his Father's kingdom to take upon 


nim the miſeries and bardſhips'of the world, fled from 


the offers of a kingdom, and their tumultuous election, 
as from an enemy, and ſending his diſciples in the ſhip 
before towards Bethſaida, he withdrew into the moun- 
tains to conceal himfelf till the multitude were returned 
to their habitations, and took that advantage of pray- 
ing to his heavenly Father, But when the apoſtles 
were far out on the deep, a violent tempeſt - aroſe, 
which brought them into the extremity of dangers ſo 
that all hope of efcaping was almoſt. gone: ring 
their inceſſant labour to ſave themſelves, in the fourth 
« watch of the night, Jeſus came walking on the ſea; 


which turned their fears into affrightment; for they 


© ſuppoſed it had been a ſpirit, which he ſoon diſperſed 

by telling them who he Was; which yet they deſited to 

have proved to them by a fign; for « Simon Peter ſaid 

« unto. him, Maſter, if it be thou; command me to 
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© come unto thee on the waters.” The Lord did fo, 
and Peter, upon confidence of the power and providence 
of his maſter, threw himſelf into the ſea, but beginning 
to fink, he cried, ſaying, Lord, fave me; Jeſus 
took him by the hand, reproving his want of faith, and 
went with him into the ſhip ; where, when they had 
worſhipped him, and admired the divinity of his power 
and perion, the ſhip arrived at the port of Geneſareth 
immediately, and all that were ſick, ot poſſeſſed with 
* unclean ſpirits, were bsought to him, and as many as 
touched the border of his garment were made whole. 

By this time they whom jeſus had left on the other 
ſide of the lake, came as far as Capernanm to ſeek him, 
wondering that he was there before them; upon this 
oecaſion of their diligent inquifition, Jeſus obſerves to 
them, that it was not the divinity of the miracle which 
nog their zeal, but the ſatisfaction they had in the 

ves, and thence intimates to them the excellency of 


_ celeſtial. bread, the divine nutriment of their ſouls ; 


affirming himſelf to be the © Bread of life that came 
down from Maven; that he would give his diſciples 
© his fleſh to eat, and his blood to drink, and all this 
© ſhould be for the life of the world ;* to nouriſh to life 
eternal, without which. an happy eternity could not bg 
obtained; upon this diſcourſe, * divers of his diſciples' 


(of whom it is ſaid St. Mark was one, but afterwards 


recalled by Simon Peter) forſook him, being ſcandal- 
iſed by their literal and carnal underſtanding of theſe 
words of Jeſus, which he intended in a ſpiritual ſenſe ; 
for the words which he ſpake were not profitable in the 
ſenſe of the fleſh and blood; but they are ſpirit, and 


* they are life; himſelf being the expounder, who beft - 


knew his oπ.n meaning. 
When Jeſus obſeryed this great defection of his dif. 


ciples from him, he turned to the twelve apoſtles, and 


ed, if * alſo would go away; Simon Peter 
anſwered, Lord, whither ſhall we go? Thou haſt 


the words of eternal life, and we are ſure thou art that 


© Chriſt the Son ef the living God.“ Though this 


pablic confeflion was made by Peter in the name and 


_ confidence 
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of John obtained, and carried it with honour and ſor- 


row, and buried it in Sebaſte, in the confines of Sama- 
ria, making his grave between the bodies of Elizeus 
and Abdias the propbets. | | | 

Jeſus knowing of the death of the Baptiſt, Hered's 
jealonſy, and the envy of the phariſees, retired into a 
deſert place, together with his apoſtles, for the * peo- 
ple ſo preſſed upon them, that they had not leiſure to 
* eat;* yet neither could he be there hid, for the multi- 


| tude flocked thither alſo, to whom he preached many 


things, and afterwards, becauſe- there were no villages 
in the neighbourhood, leſt they ſhould faint in returning 
to their houſes, he cauſed them / to fit down upon the 
© praſs, and with five loaves of barley; and two ſmall 
0 ches, he ſatisſied five thouſand men, beſides women 
« and children, and cauſed his diſciples to gather up the 
fragments, Which being brought together, filled twelve 
baſkets ; which miracles were ſo accommodated to the 
underſtanding and affections of the people, that they 
were convinced this was the Mefhah, who was to 
© come into the world,” and had a purpoſe” to have 
© taken him by force, and made him King.“ 

But he that left his Father's kingdom to take upon 
him the miſeries and bardſhips of the world, fled from 
the offers of a kingdom, and their tumultuous election, 
as from an enemy, and ſending his diſciples m the ſhip 
before towards Bethſaida, he withdrew'into the moun- 


' tains to conceal himſelf till the multitude were returned 


to their habitations, and took that — of pray- 
e apoſtles 


« watch of the night, Jeſus came walking on the ſea; 
which turned their fears inte affrightment; for they 
© ſuppoſed it had been'a ſpirit,” which he ſoon diſperſed 
by telling them who he was; which yet they defired to 
have proved to them by a 12 ; for Simon Peter ſaid 


thou; command me to 


« unto. him, Maſter, if it 
| : 5 come 


* 


ws, 
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© come unto thee on the waters.” The Lord did ſo, 
and Peter, upon confidence of the power and providence | 
of his maſter, threw himſelf into the ſea, but beginning 
to fink, he cried, ſaying, * Lord, fave me; Jeſus 
took him by the hand, reproving his want of faith, and 
went with him into the ſhip ; where, when they had 
worſhipped him, and admired the divinity of his power 
and perſon, the ſhip arrived at the port of Geneſareth 
immediately, and all that were ſick, or poſſeſſed with 
* unclean ſpirits, were bgought to him, and as many as 
touched the border of his garment were made whole. 
By this time they whom jeſus had left on the other 
| ſide of the lake, came as far as Capernaum to ſeek him, 
; wondering that he was there before them; upon this 
| oecaſion of their diligent inquifition, Jeſus obſerves to 
them, that it was not the divinity of the miracle which 
2 their zeal, but the ſatis faction they had in the 

ves, and thence intimates to them the excellency of 

celeſtial bread, the divine nutriment of their ſouls ; 
affirming himſelf to be the © Bread of life that came 
* down from Maven; that he would give his diſciples 

© his fleſh to eat, and his blood to drink, and all this 

© ſhould be for the life of the world; to nouriſh to life 

eternal, without which. an happy eternity could not be 
obtained; upon this diſcourſe, * divers of his diſciples' 

(of whom it is ſaid St. Mark was one, but afterwards 
recalled by Simon Peter) forſook him, being ſcandal- 

iſed by their literal and carnal underſtanding of theſe 

words of Jeſus, which he intended in a ſpiritual ſenſe ; 

for the words which he ſpake were not profitable in the 

ſenſe of the fleſh and blood; but * they are ſpirit, and 
* they are life; himſelf being the expounder, who beft - 
knew his own meaning. | | | 

| When Jeſus obſeryed this great defection of his dif. 
2 from him, he turned to the twelve apoſtles, and 

ed, if they alſo would go away; Simon Peter 

anſwered, - * Lord, whither Fall we go ? Thou haſt 

* the words of eternal life, and we are ſure thou art that 

© Chriſt the Son ef the living. God.“ Though this 

pablic confeflion was made by Peter in the name and 
$52 By eonkdence 
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confidence of the other apoſtles, Jeſus told them pro- 
phetically, that even among twelve there was * one 
devil, meaning Judas Iſcariot, who afterwards be- 
trayed him ; that they might perceive the ſad accidents 
which afterwards happened to him, did not ſurpriſe 
him, as being ignorant of them, or unprovided to un- 
dergo them, After this the ſcribes and phariſees, who 
came from Jeruſalem and Galilee, (for Jeſus would not 
go back to Judea, becauſe the Jews laid wait to kill 


him) quarrelled. with him about ſome impertinent un- 


neceſſary ceremonies, not _ inſtituted by God, but by 
ordinances of men; as waſhing their hands when they 
eat? haptizing cups and platters, and waſhing tables 
and beds; which rites the apoſtles did not obſerve, but 
attended diligently to the ſimplicity -and holineſs of 
their maſter's doctrine; our Saviour in return to their 
vain demands, ſharply reptoves them for being ſo fond 
of theſe and many other traditions, neglecting the di- 
VIne precepts, teaching men particularly, That if they 
gre to the Corban or re of the church, they 
might refuſe to ſupply the neceſſity of grheir parents; 


and diſregarded the duties of piety and charity; and 
thunders out woes againſt their impieties, for their 


pride, their hypocriſy, their impoſing burdens upon 
others, which themſelves help not to ſupport: For their 
taking away the key of knowledge from the people, 
and obſtructing the paſſages to heaven, and for approv- 
ing the wickedneſs of their fathers in petſecuting the 
prophets; ag, conceming waſhings, that no out. 
ward impurity did ſtain the ſoul in the ſight of God, 
but all pollution is from the corruption of the heart, and 
filthy thoughts, unchaſte defires, and unholy purpoſes, 
and that loye and charity are the beſt puriſiers in the 
world. | C Ps HASTE 
© Jeſus then departed into the coaſt of Tyre and 
Sidon, and entered © into a houſe, that he might not 
be known; the diligence of a mother's love and ſor- 
row, and neceſſity, found him out in this retirement ; -_ 
for a © woman came and beſought him, that he would 
* caſt the devil vat of ber daughter: Our —_ 
n | ceme 
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ſeemed to reject her ſuit, for the ſake of her nation, 
being a Syrophænician, yet this did not make her im- 
portunity more undeniable ; ſhe begged but ſome 
crumbs which fell from the. children's table, and but 
one inſtance of favour from him to her-daughter, which 
he poured forth without meaſure upon the ſons and 
daughters of Iſrael, Jeſus was pleaſed with her zeal and 
diſcretion, and pitied her daughter's infelicity, and diſ- 
miſſed her with ſaying, © The devil is gone out of thy 
© daughter.” | | . | 

Gu Saviour returning to * the ſea of Galilee, through 
© the midſt of Decapolis, they brought to him a man 
© deaf and dumb, whom Jeſus cured by touching his 
tongue, and putting his fingers into his ears, to the 
' admiration: of "the people, who thereupon brought to 
him multitudes of diſeaſed perſons, and he healed 
© them all; but the people having followed him three 
days without eating any thing, Jeſus, in pity to their 
need, reſolved to feaſt them once more at the charge 
of à mirache; therefore, taking feven * loaves and, a few 
« ſmall fiſhes, he bleſſed them, and ſatisfied four; thou- 
ſand men, | befides women and children; and there 
remained ſeven baſkets full of broken bread and fiſhi. 

From hence Jeſus departed by ſhip, to the coaſt of 
Dalmanutha, whither the phariſces came aſking him a 
ſign, who rejecting their captious - demand, --knowin 
their diſſatisfaction, reproved them, that they 1 
c fair or foul weather in the ſky, but not the ſigns of the 
«© Son of man.“ However, ſince they neglected ſo great 
demonſtrations, ſuch gracious diſcourſes, holy laws. and 
ptopheſies, they mult expect no other ſign, but the fign 
of the prophet Jonas; meaning the reſurrection of the 
body, after three days burial: And again over 
the lake, as his diſciples were ſolicitous, becauſe they 
had forgot to take bread, he cautioned them to beware 
of the © leaven of the phariſees and ſadducees, and the 
6 leaven of Herod Y meaning the hypocriſy and vanities 
of the one, and the hereſy of the other, for Herod's 
leayen was, the pretence that he himſelf was the Meſſiah, 
which the ſe& of the Herodians did earneſtly and 1 27 
1 ' | ully 
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fully promote. Coming to Bethſaida, he cuted a blind 
man with his ſpittle; departing thence to the coaſts of 
Ceſaria Phillippi, out of Herod's juriſdiction, as be- 
longing to his brother Philip, aer be had « prayed 
with his diſciples,' he aſked them what opinion the 
world had of him, and whom they reported him to be,” 


They anſwered, Some ſay that thou art John the 


« Baptiſt, ſome that thou art Elias or Jeremias, or one 
* of the prophets.” The phariſees of Galilee were of 
opinion, that the ſouls of dead men, or departed 
prophets, paſſed into another body. But Jeſus aſking 
the apoſtles their opinion, Peter, in the name of all the 
reſt, made an open and confident confeſſion, © Thou art 
« Chrift, the Son of the living God.“ This confeſſion 
Jeſus confirmed to be oe 

Jeſus ſaid, That upon this rock (the article of Peter's 
confeſſion) be would build his church, which the gates 


of hell, perſecution, death, nor the grave, ſhould never 


revail againſt ; adding withal a promiſe to Peter, in 
Pebalf of all the reſt, as he had made a confeſſion for 
them all, That he would give unto him the keys of 


« the kingdom of heaven, that whatſoever he ſhould 


«© bind on earth, ſhould be bound in heaven, and 
« whatſoever he ſhould looſe on earth, ſhould be looſed 
in heaven, a power which he never communicated: be- 
fore to any, | Are 


And now, from henceforward, we often find out | 


Lord uttering ſad prediftions of the barbarous uſage he 


ſhould ſhortly meet with, That he ſhould be rejected 


of the elders and chief prieſts and ſcribes, and ſuffer 
« many things at Jeruſalem, and be killed, and raiſed 
« up the third day ;* but Peter, hearing that ſad melan- 
choly diſcourſe, contrary to his hopes of ſome temporal 
advantage, he having learned the doctrine of Chriſt's 
coming, but not of his croſs, in miſtaken civility, 
« took Jeſus aſide, and began to rebuke him, ſaying, 
«© Be it far from thee, Lord, this ſhould not be unto 
« thee ;* But our Lord, full of zeal againft ſo ſoft and 
human an admonition, that favoured gothing of 2 


by God; and after the 
x — of Peter's*perſon, upon alluſion to Peter's name, 
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chid Peter ſeverely, ſaying. Get thee behind me, 
« ſatan, thou art an offence to me.” And calling his 
difcjples to him, affired*them, That not only himſelf, 
but they alſo malt ſuffer, and that whoſoever will be 
diſciples of Jeſus, muſt rake up his croſs and deny 
himſelf and his "own ' fonder appetites, and trace his 
maſter's tootſteps, marked out with blood that he ſhed 
for our redemption and reftitation; and that there can 
be no eſcaping from the participation of Chriſt's ſuffer- 
ing, ſince © he that will ſave his life, ſhall loſe it, and 
© he that will loſe it, will ſave it to eternity; and as 
thoſe are fools that will loſe their fouls to gain the world, 
ſs they are certainly wiſeſt that will give their lives for 
him; becauſe n the Son of man ſhall come in his 


| © glory, and this Father's,” and of the angels, be ſhall 


reward every man according to his works.“ This 
diſcourſe Jeſus concluded with a propheſy, © That ſome 
ſtanding in that preſence, ſhould not die till they ſaw 
the Son of man coming in his glory. 
Of the greater glories in time to be revealed Jeſus, 
mA. days, gave a"bright and excellent probation ; 
© for taking with him Peter, James, and John, he went 
© up un the mount Tabor to pray; and while he prayed 
* he was” transfigured before them, and his face did 
« ſhine like the ſun, and his garments were white and 
e gſiſtening ; and there appeared, talking with him, 
© Moſes and Elias, gloriouſly ſpeaking of his deceaſe, 
© which | he "ſhould accompliſh at jeruſalem; which 
glory theſe apoſtles, when they were awaked from ſleep, 
into Whieh they” had fallen, did beheld. After the 
departure of theſe heayenly viſitants, the apoſtles being 
full ot fear and wonder,” Peter talked he knew not what, 
ſaying, Maſter, it is good t be here, let us build 


c thtes tabernacles.“ And it is recorded, that in after 


ages ſome devout perſons,” iyamemor; of this myitery, © 
did erect three churches in the ſame place. Suddenly 


after a cloud ſurrounded ſeſus and his diſciples, and a 

voice came from the excellent glory, ſay ing, „This is 

w beloved Son, in whom Jam woll pleafed; hear ye 
N . «3 
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him.“. The cloud which made them fore afraid 
quickly diſappeared, and fried them from their preſent 
conſternation, ang they deſcended with Jeſus from 1 
mouptain, who commanded them to Beep lence, whic 

they obſerved. till his reſurtettion. ! It's 
Ihe next day.came to Jeſus a man in behalf of his ſon, 
who was lunatic, and fore troubled with the devil, 
* who ſought often to' deftroy him with fire and water, 
beſeeching our Saviour to deliver him, his diſciples 


uſe 


* 
- * 


tabernacle, fox the ſervice of God, and for the redemꝑ- 
tion of their ſouls, was not to be paid by Rim, who was, 
the Son of God, but by ſtrangers ; yet, to avoid offence, 
he, ſent Peter a-fiſhing, and provided a fiſh with two, 
drachms of filver, which, he commanded Peter to pay 
for them too. V 
When the diſciples were together, in the houſe with, 
Jeſus, he aſked them what they had diſcourſed on by. 
the way; for they had engaged in an, ambitious and 
miſtaken quarrel, which of them ſhould be greateſt in 
their maſter's kingdom; they ftill dreaming wag 5 


a 
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Mould be an external and earthly dominion, but their 
maſter, to check their forwardneſs, told them, That 
© he thut would de greater among them, ſhould be their 
©miniſter-; and taketh a little child and ſetteth him in 
the miĩdſt,“ as a pattern of humility and ſimplicity, ſuch 
innocent lowlineſs. of ſpirit, being abſolutely neceſſary, 
if we will enter into the coarts of heaven; from whence 


Jeſus diſcourſes of the cate God takes of little children, 


whether naturally or ſpiritually ſuch, the danger of 
giving them offence, the law and power of their angels 
guardian, and of the neceſſity in he event, that ſeahdals 
and offences ſhould ariſe, and the great wo and miſery 
of thoſe: perſons who were the occaſion of them. 
But if, in the traverſes of life, injuries ſuould be done 
us, he bids us firſt re 1 on that has 7 
wrong "privately; and upon bis repentance ta forgive 
him fotever; with a 98 7 J e cd unt multi Tied 
as his penitence. For the ſervant to whom the 
had forgiven ten thouſand talents, becauſe he refuſed 
to: forgive his fellow ſervant an hundred - perice, was 
delivete&to the tormentots till he nould pay that debt 
which his Lord once forgayũme. 
John now came, and gave him information of a ſtranget 
that caſt dur devils in the name of Jeſus ; but, becauſe 
he wus not of the family, he had fotbidden him: Our 
Saviour teplics, He ſhould in no wife have forbidden 
him, for there is no man which ſhall de à miracle in 
my nutte, chat eun Highly ſpeak evil of me, for be tliat 
is not ugathſt us id for us. Then Jeſus proceeded in his 
extellem” fermion, adding holy precepts, concerning 
offences; which a man might do to himſelf ; in whi 
cafe he is to be ſevere, though moſt gentle to others ; 
for' in his own caſe. he muſt ſhew no mercy, it being 
better to cut off the offending hand or foot, or part 
with an eye, rather than with the ſupport of a trouble. 
fome foot, or'a wandering eye, fall into a ry ; 


where the worm dieth not, and the fire is not que 
and fv ended his excellent diſcourſes at this time. 


ither Jeſus went up as it were in ſecret, * | 


oug 


” 


About this time was the Jews? feaſt of tabernacles, 
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through Samaria, he found the inhabitants of a little 
village ſo inhoſpitable as to refuſe to give him enter- 
tainment, which ſo provoked the intemperate zeal of 
James and John, that they would fain have called fire 
from heaven to conſume them, as Elias did; But our 
Lord rehuked their anger, teaching them to diſtinguiſh 
the ſpirit of chriſtianity from the decretory-zeal of Elias; 
for, ſince the Son of man came to ſeek and to ſave that 
which was loft, it was indiſcretion , and raſhneſs, upon 
the MAlightet diſpleaſure, to deſtroy a man, whofe 
redemption coſt the effuſion of the deateſt · blood from 
the heart of Jeſus ; on the contrary, our bleſſed Saviour 
does a miracle upon the tea leprous perions, who came 
to him, crying out with ſad exclamations, ſor help; but 
Jeſuy ſent them to the prieſt to offer for their cleanſing, 
and but, ons only returned to give thanks, and he a 
ranger, who with a loud voice glorified God, and 
1 humble adoration. worſhipped and gave thanks to 
elus. | J r Wi * 
Dur Lord having finiſhed his journey, was now come 
to Jeruſalem, there were various opinions concerning 
him, * fome ſaying he was a man; others, that he 
* deceived the people; and the phariſees ſought for him 
to do him a miſchief ; but when they deſpaired findin 
him in the midſt of the ſeaſt and the people; he preac 
openly in the midſt of the. temple, and though they 
were convinced by the variety and divinity of has mita- 
cles and difcourſes, yet to make it apparent how far 
prejudice! may prevail againſt conviction and demon- 
firation, we find a proverb, a ciroumſtance outweighed, 
_ multitudes of miracles and arguments; and Chriſt — 
ef- Galilee, when they knew whence he was, becauſe 
of the proverb. That out of Galilee comes no prophet - 
therefore the rulers did not believe in him, but ueſtion- 
ed his power and his divinity; yet very many believed 
on-him, and no man durſt to lay hands ypon him to take 
kim, for as yet ie time was not come; therefore, hen the 
hariſees ſent officers: to ſeize him, they alſo begame 
his difciple Heing themſel ves ſurpriſed,with the excel- 
Jeney.s Bis doctrine. 8 7 70 8 ot 7%. 8 1 7 
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Aſter this Jeſus went to the mount of Olives, on the 
feaſt of Jeruſalem, and the next day returned again 
into the Wiwpte, where the ſcribes and phariſers brought 
a won Rn in the att of adultery, tempting him to 
give ſcntenꝗ N that they might accuſe him of ſeverity, 
or intermedllling if he condemned her, and of remiff. 
neſs and ularity if he did acquit her. But our 
Saviour found out an expedient for their difficulty, and 
changed che ſbene, by bidding him that was innocent 
© among them throw the firſt ſtone at the adultreſs, aud 
then ſtooping down,” to them a fair occafion to with- 
draw, he wrote upon the ground with his finger, and 
© left Jeſss alone, and the woman in the midſt, whom 
« Jeſos diſmiſſed, charging her to fm no more.“ Awhile 
0 r; Jeſus begins again to diſcouffe to them of his 
miſſion from the Father; of his crucifixion and exalta- 
tion from the earth; of the reward of believers; of the 
excellency of truth; of ſpiritual liberty and relations; 
who are the ſons of Abraham, and who the children of 
the devil; of his own eternal generation; and of the 
defire of Abraham to ſee his day. And confuting their 
malicious and vain calummies, titi they; to confute him, 
c took up ſtones to caſt at him, but he went out of the 
* temple; going through the midſt of them, and ſo 
( eee N 8 : 


In his pa he met with a man born blind; and 
declared that his blindneſs was not a puniſhment for his 
own or his parents“ fin, which was the opinion af the 
phariſces, but ſent as an oetraſton to. make pulilie the 
C gloty of God; he; to manifeſt himſelf to be the 
© light of the world” in all ſenſes proved it by amitacle ; 
$or atointing' his eyes with clay and ſpittle, be bids 
him go'waſh in Siloam which was a pool of clear water, 
ſent-by God, (ſaith Epiphanius) at the prayer of Iſaiah 
the prophet, a little before his death, to ſatizfy the 

eeſſtties f his people, oppreſſed with thirſt and à cloſe 
ſiege, Nanding at the foot of mount Sion, and gave ite 
Water at certain times and periods, always to the Jews, 

bat not to cheit enemies; and by the oterflowing theteof 
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nal lie 
and declared the way to heaven to be this, only, 
« to love the Lord with all our power and facultisss 

| But when the lawyer was captious, aſking who was his 
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a pool was made; the blind man went and waſhed, and 
returned ſeeing,” and was inceſſantly vexedu with the 
Phariſees, to tell them the manner and circgmniayces of, 
the cure, and when the man had averred thearathy: and 
named his phyſician, giving him a pious ang. chatitable. 
teſtimony, the phariſees, becanſe they could not force 
him to diſavow his good opinion of Jeſus, caſt him 
out, or excommunicated him. But Jeſus meeting him, 
received him into the church, and told him that he was 
Chriſt, and the man became agam enlightened, and he 
believed and worſhipped. But the phariſees blaſphemed, 
and in the midſt of light ſhut their eyes, and doated. 
upon darknefs, and therefore did their fins remain. 
Jeſus then continued his ſermon among the phariſees, 
and diſcourfing of *the properties of a good ſhepherd, 
proved them to be * thieves and robbers,” becauſe they 
refuſed to © enter in by-Jeſus, who is the door of the 
« ſheep ;* and unlike all other ſhepherds, © would lay 
* down his life for his ſneep: The Jews to requite him, 
for his divine precepts, uſed their old argument, 5taking- 


© up es Ag to throw at him, but he eſcaped out 

of their 55 

yoln at firſt err ;\ which made the remem- 
n did no mifacle ; but this man whom 


and went away beyond Jordan, where 


r, That Jo 
© John gave teftimony to of his | holineſs, did 
£ miracles, and many believed on him there. 

After this, Jeſus Ae that the harveſt was great, 
and the labourers but very few, ſent out ſeventy two 
of his diſciples with the like eommiſſion, as formerly 
to the twelve apoſtles, that (they might go before to- 


* the places whither himſelf meant to come; who upon 
their return from their D greatly in 


ſpirit, giving glory do ad 4 
al. * «#16181 hid them from the wiſe - and 
fearned. At this time a doctor of the law came to 


Jeſus, ſaying, Maſter, what ſhall I do to inherit eter- 
Gur Saviour referred him to the foriptures,;} 


neighbour, 
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neighbour, Chriſt tells him a parable of a | trayeller 
fallen into the bands of thieves, and neglected by a 
prieſt and a Levite, but relieved by a Samaritan, ſince 
no diſtance of country or religion deſtroys the relation 
of neighbourhood, but every perſon with whom we 
converſe in peace and charity, is that neighbour whom 
we are to love as ourſel res. Net 
Jeſus departing from Jeraſalem, came to a village 
called. Bethany, where Martha making great and buſy 
preparation for his entertainment, to. expreſs her joy 
and affection 20.008 perſon, defired him to diſmiſs Via 
from his feet,” who fat there feaſting herſelf with his 
excellent diſcourſes, to aſſiſt her; but though Jeſus did 
not diſeommend Martha's civility, yet he preferred Mary's 
choice, religion and ſanctity. Our Saviour now teaches 
his diſciples that form. of prayer, called © The Lord's 
© prayer," the ſecond time, and that they ſhould be 
indefatigable and importunate in prayer, like the widow 


cured x woman that was 4 


amed, . by king big, whether he himfelf would 
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 filenced the ſcribes and phariſets, who were angry with 
him for curing a perſon of the dropſy on that day. For 
Jeſus, to take off the yoke of the ceremonial law, by: 
aboliſhing the the Moſaic rites, choſe to do many of his 
miracles on the Sabbath, and free chriſtianity from that 

burthen, that he might abrogate the one, and inſtitute 
the Lord's day at the ſame time; not much unlike the 
Sabbatical river, which Rabbies mention, that was dry 
fix days, but guſhed out in a full ſtream on the Sabbath. 
Jeſus then went up and down the cities pf * wy en- 
foreing * doctrine he had taught them, and adding 
new precepts, advertiſing them of tlie multitudes 
thofe rh riſn, and how few ſhall be ſaved, and that 
they ould ftr ſtrive to enter in at the ſtrait gate; the way 
to deſtruction being fair and plauſible, but the way to 
heaven very difficult, © and few- there be that find it.“ 
He diſcourſes of the many excuſes that perſons uſed, 
who were invited to the feaſt of the kingdom, and the 
refreſhments of the goſpel, and tacitly inſinuates the 
rejection of the Jews, who were firſt invited, and the 
call of the gentiles from the high ways and hedges. He 
reprehends Herod for his ſubtilty and defign to kill him; 
— he ſhould die at Jervſalem; and intimates che 
fad deſolation that ſnould happen, * for neglecting this 
« their day of viſitation, and for killing t prophets” 
e rs ſent from God.” | 

The Jews” wy feaſt of dedication being 1 hand; Jeſus 

went up, 8 eruſalem and preached in Sclomon's poreh; 
and the end of the ſermon was, That the Jes had He 
to have ftoned him a in. But retiring / from thenee, 


he went beyond Jordan; and by a moſt —— and 
perfuafive parable, declared. to the 2 rey of 
God in accepting peni ple of fe 


father who received the Medal fon upon his return from 
1 folties and elevation; be diſcourſes of the MeiRah-, | 
ing into the world, to tecbver living perſom bij 
he. otro r in che parables of the loſt 

yoat, aid under eee 1 pe: 15 
ot Tank he teaches us to emp) | 
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mercy and religion, that when out ſouls ſhall be diſ- 
miſſed from the ſtewardſhip and cuſtody of our > 
we may be entertained-in everlaſting habitations. He 
then utters a parable of Dives, a voluptuons and un- 
charitable man, and Lazarus a pious, afflicted, ſick 


beggar ; the firſt died and went to hell, the ſecond. to. 


Abraham's boſom; God ſo ordered the diſpenſation of 
good things, that we cannot eaſily enjoy two heavens ; 
nor ſhall the miſeries of this life, if we be truly re- 
ligious, end otherwiſe than in a beautiful eternity; and 
for Dives” requeit, that his brethren might have warning 
of his woful condition; our Saviour ſhews,. That the 
ordinary ways of ſalvation are the expreſs revelation of 
{cripture, and the-miniftries of God's appointment; and 
whoſoever neglects theſe, ſhall not be ſupplied. by ex- 
traordinary means, or if he were they would be totally 
ineffectual. He then laid his bands upon ſome. young 
children, and gave them his bleſſing, charging his 
apoſtles to admit of infants to him, becauſe of them in 
perſon, and to ſuch. as they in ſigniſication, the kingdom 
of heaven. does appertain. He mſtratts, young men in 
the way to bappineſs, by keeping God's cammands, and 
ene charity, which diſcourſe falling upon a 
perſon not enough reſigned, nor weaned from worldly 


ne for de was very nich; our Lord then 
1 


gourſes how hard it is for a rich man to be ſaved,' 
bat expounds himſelf to mean, that they truſt in riches ; 
however, th it is a matter. of great difficulty, and 
almoſt 1 not to be overcome with the love of 
this world, „ges nothing js. .impoſſible. to. Gef., Bur 
whoa the apoſtles heard their maſter bid the young man- 
ell all, and give to the r, and follow. him, and 
for his reward * promiſed | | 
Peter, in the name of the reſt, began to think that this 
d their caſe, and; the promiſe alſo N concern 
hem, and aſred the queſtion, What. ſhall we have, 
© that have forſaken all, and follow thee, ? Jeſus an- 
tered, They ſhould fic upon twelve thrones, judgin 
4 tribes of Iſrael; adding, That every diſ- 
ci who mould ſorſake either Zoule, ox. wife, or 
8 8 2 © childres, 
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an beavenly treaſute; 
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* children, or any other thing for his ſake and the 
« golpel's, ſhould receive an hundred fold in this life,” 
by way of comfort and equivalency, and in the world 
to come, thouſands of glories and eſſions to all 
eternity; for * they that are laſt ſhall be firſt, and the 
« firſt ſhall be laſt,” and the deſpiſed people of this 
world ſhall reign like kings, and poverty ſhall fell in 
eternal Carisfackion, for as our Saviour taught his diſci- 
ples in the parable of the labourers in the vine- yard, 
the ſame reward ſhall be given to ally though the times 
af their wie, were different; and crowns of 225 
ſhall be beſtoed upon all the faithful followers of Jeſus, 
who ſhall reign with him to eternal age. | 
While Jeſus was in Galilee, mefſengers came to him 
from Martha and Mary her fifter, that he would haſten 
into Judea, to Bethany, to relieve their brother Lazarus, 
who was dangerouſly fick; but he deferred his going 
till Lazarus was dead, Hut be would raiſe him out of 
chat fleep of death. 1 time ſeſus was arrived at 
rus had dead four days, 
and now near to putrefaction, but when Martha and 
Mary met him, weeping wich pious tears for their dead 
brother, he himſelf fuffered the paſſions and pity of hu- 
manity ; Jeſus wept, diſtilling that precious liquor into 
the grave of Lazarus, watering the dead plant that it 
night ſpring into a new life, 
our Saviodr by his works of comfort ind inſti- 


* 
- 


tution, had Rrengthened the faith of the two mourning 


fiſters, and cominanded the ſtone to be «removed from 
the grave, he made an alldreſs bf adoration to Wis Fa- 
ther, confeſſing his readineſs ways to hear him, and 
then cried out, © Lazarus, come forth, and he that was 
dead came forth' of his bed of darkneſs, with his 
burying clothes on him, whom, when the apoſtles had 
unlooſed at the command of Jeſus, he went to Bethany,. 
and many that were preſent believed on him; but othery 
wondering and malicious, went and 


be ſtory of the miracle, who, upon this advice, ek 


the gteat council, who took ſolemn -c6gnizance_of he 
* a iy, 
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law, at which great aſſembly, Caiaphas the high prieſt 
propheſicd, That it was expedient one ſhould die for 
the people, and thenceforth they determined the death. 
of our bleſſed Saviour, who being acquainted with what 
they had decreed, retired to the city of Ephraim, in the 
tribe of Judah, gear the deſatt. . 
Here he continued till the feaft of Eaſter, and then 
going towards Jeruſalem with his ages he told 
them what the event of his journey would be, that the 
© Jews ſhould deliver him to the Fuer and that they 
c ſhould ſcourge him, and meck him, and crucity bim, 
band the Ln day he ſhould riſe. again. After this 
Eiſcourſe the mother of Zebedee's children begged of 
Jeſus for her two ſons, that ong might fit at big, right 
© hand and the other at the left in his kingdom.” For 
no diſcourſe of his. paſſion. could make his diſciples 
ſenſible of the myſteriouſneſa of his. kingdom, which 
was not of this world, but if they weuld partake of the 
fayours of. it, ſuch. as they were, they mutt drink of the 
cup, and be. partakers of his ſufferings, and thereby put 
themſclves in a diſpoſition. of becoming veſſels. of. elec- 
tion, Coming in his journey to:. Jericho, he cured a 
blind man fitting by the way fide, and eſpying Zacheus, 
a. man ot low, ature, the chief of the —.— upon A 
tree, that he might ſee Jeſus, paſſimg by ; Jeſus invited 
himſelf to his houſe, who received him with gla | 
and repentance. of e ſatisfaction to all 
whom. he had wronged, and gave halt the remainder of 
his eſtate to the por. en 
Six days before Eaſter, Jeſus came to Bethany, where 
he was feaſted. by Martha and Ma accompanied with 
Lazarus, who fat at the table with him; ROW many, 
en and Lazarus, who was raiſe4 from 
the dead; upon that occaſion believed on Jeſus, 
The next day Jeſus came to the foet of the mount of 
olives, and ſent his diſciples to Bethphage, commanding. 
them to unlooſe an aſs and a colt, aud bring them, tell. 
ing the owner it was for his maſter's uſe ; and ridin; 
the people, upon notice of his approach, 


doeh branches of paltu- trees and ſtrewed them in the 


| way, 
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Ways and crying out, Hoſanna, to the ſon of David, 
which was a form of exclamation uſed to the honour of 
God, and in great folemnity, ſignifying, Lord, fave 
zus; Lord, proſper us; and the phariſees knowing 
this to be an appropriate manner of addreſs to God 


alone, ſaid one to another, by way of wonder, Hear 


© what theſe men fay.* 
When Jeſus from the mount beheld Jeruſalem, he 
over it, and foretold the miſeries and infelicities 
which would happen to it, of which every circumftance 
came to paſs. For in the mount of Olives, where 
7 2 ſhed tears over periſhing Jeruſalem, the Romans 
rſt pitched their tents When it came to its final 
deſtruction. The e's acclamations followed till 
the phariſees were Tent to burſt with envy ; and there 
he cured certain perſons that were blind and lame, 
Jeſus then came to Bethany, and turning into the houſe 
of Simon the leper, Mary Magdalen Erh been re- 
proved by Judas, for ſpending the ointment upon Jeſus's 
„of great value; zo declare her love once more ſhe 
red the ſame rich ointment on his ſacred head; all 
the diſciples. murmuring at this prodigious expenſe, Jefus 
to expreſs his thankfulneſs, and her miraculous affection, 
added this propheſy, That wherever the -goſpel ſhould: 
be preached, a record of this act ſhould be Kept as a 
perpetual monument of card cnn TICS Ea Wee 
Two days before the paſſover, the ſcribes and phari- 
ſees called a council, to contrive crafty ways for de- 
ſtroying of Jeſus, they not daring to do it by o 
violence. Of which meeting Judas Iſcariot having 


notice, ran from Bethany, and offered to betray his 


maſter unto them if Rey would give him a conſiderable 
reward; they agreed tor thirty pieces of filver,” which 


according to the Jewiſh account; is thought to be thirty 


ſhekelz weight of filver ;—a goodly price for the Saviour 


of the world to be prized at by his undiſcerning and 
unworthy countrymen. The next day, which was the 
firſt day of unleayened bread, on which it was neceffary 
that they ſnould kill the paſſoyer, Jefus ſent Peret and 
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nad carrying a pitcher of water to his houſe, him they 
ſhould follow, and there prepare the paſſover; they 
went and found the man in the ſame circumſtances, and 
prepared for Jeſus and his family, who, at the even, 
came to celebrate the paſſover: It was the houſe of 
John, ſirnamed Mark, which had always been open to 
this bleſſed family, where our Saviour was pleaſed to 
fmiſh his laſt ſupper. Hi 
When the evening was come, Jeſus ſtood with his 
diſciples and eat the paſchal lamb, after which he girt 
© himſelf with a towel, and taking a baſon waſhed the 
feet of his diſciples,” inſtructing them in the doctrine 
of humility, by his own example: But Peter was un- 
willing to be waſhed by his Lord, until he was told he 
muſt renounce his part in him, unleſs he were waſhed ; 
who thereupon cried out, Not my feet only, but my 
hands and my head. Jeſus ſaid, the waſhing of the 
feet was ſufficient for the purification of the whole man, - 
relating to the cuſtoms of thoſe countries, who uſed to 
go to ſupper immediately from the baths, and were 
ufficiently clean, ſave only their fect, by ceaſon of the 
duſt contracted in their paſſage from the baths to the 
dining- room; and by it, Jeſus meant that the body of 
fin was waſhed away in the baths of baptiſm. 424 
After the eating of the paſchal lamb, it was the cuſtom 
of the Jews to ſit down to a ſecond ſupper, in which 
they eat herbs and unleavened bread, the maſter of the 
family firft dipping his morſel, and then the reſt of the 
houſhold ; after which the father break bread ints 
Pieces, and diſtributed a part to every one of the gueſts, 
and firſt drinking himſelf, gave to the reſt the cup filled 
with wine, according to the age and dignity of the- 
perſon, adding to each diſtribution a form of benediction 
proper to the myſtery, which was commemorative of 
their deliverance out of Egypt. This ſupper Jeſus being 
to ceiebtate, turned the ceremony unto a myſtery, and 
gave his body and blood ſacramentally; hereby inſti- 
tuting the bleſſed ſacrament, which from the time ef its 
_nlſtitution, is called The Lord's ſupper, which rite. 
oy - : | 1 1 45 3 eius. 
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Jeſus commanded the apoſtles to commemorate until his 
fecond coming. 

But Jeſus being troubled in ſpirit, told his diſciples, 
© 'That one of * ſhould betray bim; “ to confirm 
them in the belief of wiſdom and ſpirit in propheſy ; 


_ the diſciples were diſturbed, and looking on one another, 


* doubting of whom he ſpake, beckoned to the be- 
loved diſciple, leaning on Jeſus's breaſt, that he might 
*aſk ;* for they who knew their own 1nnocency, were 
defirous to ſatisfy their curiofity, and be rid of their 
ſear, Jeſus being aſked, gave them a ſign, and a ſop 
to Judas, commanding him to do © what he liſt ſpeedily ;* 
Jeſus being extremely ſtreightened till he had drank the 
bitter cup prepared for him. After Judas received the 
ſop, the devil entered into him, and he went forth 
immediately, it being now night. 

After his departure, Jeſus began his farewel ſermon, 
diſeourſing of the glorification of God in his Son, and 
of thoſe glories his Father had prepared fer him; of his 
ſudden departure to prepare a place for them ; com- 
manding them to love one another; foretelling Peter, 
who made confident proteſts, © That he would die with 
© his maſter, yet before the cock crew twice, he ſhould 
deny him thrice" arming them againſt perſecution, 
and giving them his bleſſing, and praying for them, and 


then having ſung a hymn, which was part of the great 


Hallelujah, beginning at the cxiv pſalm, (when Iſrael 


Came out of Egypt, &c.) and ending at the cxviii. in- 


cluſive, went forth with his diſciples over the brook 
© Kedron, to the mount of Olives, to a village called 
© Gethſemane, where there was a garden, into which 
© he entered to pray together with his diſciples. But 
© taking Peter, James and John with him, about a ſtone's 
« caſt from the reſt, ho began to be exceeding ſorrowful 
and fad even unto death; ſaying, hes ye here, and 
c watch with me, and he was withdrawn from them, and 

«© kneeled down, and fell on his face to the ground, 

© ſaying, O my Father! if it be poſſible, let this cup 

c paſs from me, nevertheleſs, not my will, but thy "wall 
© be done, this he repeated thrice in the ſame vo 
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but knowing the drinking of this cap was the great end 
of his coming into the world, he diveſted himſelf of the 
affections of fleſh and blood, and becauſe his Father 
commanded, was defirous to ſuffer all our paias. | 
Meanwhile Judas the traitor came with a multitude 
of armed men, with ſwords and ſtaves, from the prieſts 
and the elders, to apprehend him, taking the hg ue 
nity of the night, becauſe they durit not ſeize him by 
day, for fear of the people, and Judas ſignified the per- 
ſon of his maſter to the ſoldiers by a kiſs, and an addreſ; 
of ſeeming civility ; but when they came toward him, 
Jeſus ſaid, « Whom ſeck ye? They ſaid, Jeſus of 
© Nazareth.” He ſaid, * I am he; yet there was a di- 
vinity upon him, that the ſoldiers coming at firlt with 
a rude attempt, were twice repelled by the glory of his 
perſon, till — falling at his feet, were at laſt admitted 
to the ſeizure of his body, but Peter, a ſtout Galilean, 
attempted a bold reſcue, cut off the ear of one of the 
igh prieſt's ſeryants ; but Jeſus rebuked his paſſion, 
and eommanded him to put up his ſword, ſaying, All 
© that ſtrike with the ſword ſhall periſh with the ſword 
and touched Malchus's ear and cured him.” "RT 
When Jeſus had yielded himſelf to their power, his 
diſciples fled, and John the evangelit, who for grief 
had — to lay aſide his upper garment, which they 
uſed in feſtivals to put on, began to make his eſcape, 
but being ſeized by the linen upon his bate body, was 
forced to leave that behind him, that himſelf might | 
avoid his maſter's danger : But Peter followed afar off, 
and the greatneſs of John's love made him return to the 
high prieſt's hall, after his ſurpriſe and fright was over. 
Jeſus was firſt led to Annas, who was the prince of the 
Sanhedrim, and had cognizance of the prophets and 
public doctrines, who aſking Jeſus of his diſciples and 
of his doctrines, anſwered, that he ſpake openly to the 
world, and therefore referred him to the teſtimony of 
all the people ; for which true anſwer, a ſervant ſtanding 
by ftruck him in the face, and Jeſus meekly aſked him, 
pat evil he had done.“ But Annas without the 
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ſeventy judges could do nothing, and therefore ſew: 
him to Caiaphas, who was high prieſt that year. 

Peter coming thither, denied three times that be was 
a Galilean, and of Jeſus's family, till our Saviour 
looking back, reminded him of his prediction, and the 
tulneſs of the crime, and the cock crew ; + Peter went 
tout and wept bitterly,” that he might cleanſe his ſoul 
from the foul ſtains he had contracted by his ſhameful 
perjury, and denying his Lord ; and it is reported, that 
ever after, when he heard the cock crow, he wept at 
the remembrance of his own. uaworthineſs, = 

In the morning the council aſſembled, and ſought 
falſe witneſs againit Jeſus, but found none to the purpoſe; 
pur + railed boldly, but could find nothing; they ae- 
cuſed vehemently, but the greateſt article that their 
malice could pretend to, was, That he would . deſtroy 
the temple, and build it up. again in three days; but 
the witneſſes -diſagreeing- made void each others teſti. 
mony, and therefore Jeſus anſwered neither to this, nor 
any other of their allegations, till at length © Caiaphas 
© adjures him by the living God, to ſay whether he was 
© Chriſt, or no: Jefus knew his deſign was to take away 
Bis life by this inquiry, and not of piety or curioſity, 
vet becauſe his hour was now come, openly affirmed 
tat he wes 4 Chrift, the Son of God; which when 
Cafaphas heard, ke cried out, blaſpbemy, rent his gar- 
ments, and called preſently for ſentence to be pronounced 
2 gainſt him, and 2s it was agreed, they all condemned 
him as guilty of death, and as far as they had power, 
inflicted it ; for they beat him with their fiſts, and 
© ſmote him with the palms of their hands, ſpit upon 
him and abuſed him. | | 

When Judas heard they had paſſed final ſentence upon 
him, it repented him of his wickedneſs, and he brought 
back the reward of his treaſon ; and threw it amon 
them. ſaying, I have betrayed innocent blood 33 
the prieſts, upon conſultation, bought with the money 
a field to bury ſtrangers in; and udas went and —_ | 
himſelf ; it is reported by the ancients, that Judas fell 
' from: the fig-tree on which he was hanged, beforghe 

| | Was. 
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was quite dead, and at length ſo ſwelled, that he burſt, 
and his bowels guſhed out. The high prieſts having 
affigned over Jeſus to the ſecular power, carried him to 
Pilate to be put to death, by his ſeatence, or military 
authority; Pilate, willing to decline the buſineſs, bid 
them judge him according to their own law-;* they 
replied, „It was not lawful tor them to put any man to 
6 Jeath, meaning during the ſeven days of unleavened 
bread, which then happened; as appears by the inſtance 
of Herod who detained Peter in priſon, intending 
after Eaſter to bring him out to the people,” others 
think, that all che right of inflicting capital puniſhments, 
was taken from the jews by the Romans; and Joſephus 
writes, 'That when Ananias the high prieſt had, by a 
council of that nation, condemned St. James, the 
brother of our Lord, and put him to death, without the 
conſent of the Roman preiident, he was deprived of his 
prieſt-hood': But their malice being reitleſs, till the 
ſentence they had paſſed againſt our Saviour was put in 
execution, and they knowing that Pilate was a zealous 
promoter of the Roman greatneſs, and an hatet of the 
ſect of the Galileans, the high prieſt accuſed Jeſus that 
he was of that ſect, and that he denied paying tribute 
to Cæſar, and called himſelf a king.“ Pilate having 
queſtioned him about it, he anſwered, That his king- 
dom was not of this world.“ Pilate thinkiag that he 
had nothing to do with the other kingdom, gave teſti- 
mony that he found nothing worthy of death in Jeſus. 
But hearing that he was a Galilean, and of Herod's 
juriſdiction, he ſent him to Herod, who was at ſeruſa- 
lem, at the feaſt. Herod was glad, becauſe be had 
heard much of him, and deſired to ſee him, *hopi 
to ſee ſome miracle done by him,” of whom he heard 
ſo many; but the event was, That Jeſus did no miracle, 
and Herod's *« ſoldiers ſet him at nought and mocked 
*him ; and that day Herod was reconciled to Pilate.” 
" And Jeſus was ſent back clothed in a white and 1 
nt, which though poſſibly they intended in de- 
. nnen 
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his head; they bow the knee, and mock him, and 
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riſion, yet was a token of innocence, condemned per- 


ſons being uſually arrayed in black, | 


But Pilate offered that according to the cuſtom of the 
nation, Jeſus ſhould be releaſed for the honour of the 
preſent feſtival ; yet the ſpirit and malice was more 
prevalent, and the multitude required that Batrabas, a 
murderer, a thief, a ſeditious perſon, ſhould be ex- 
changed for him; Pilate being willing to acquit Jeſus 
from puniſhment, and hunſelf of guilt, offered to ſcourge - 
him, and let him go, hoping that a leſſer draughc of 
blood might ſtop their rage; but theſe — 
cried out, Crucify him,” and told him plainly, That 
* if he let this man go he was no friend to Cæſar. 
Pilate then called for water, and waſhed his hands, to 
mew his own unwillingneſs, and fix this guilt on them, 
who took it upon them as greedily, as they ſucked. his 
blood; they cried out, © His blood be upon us and our 
children.“ As Pilate was going to paſs ſentence, his 
wife being troubled in her dream, ſent with the earneſt - 
neſyand paſſion of a woman, That he ſhould have 
« nothing to do with that juſt perſon.” But he was 
engaged; Cæſar and Jeſus, God and the king did ſeem 
to have different intereſts ; and though he was ſatisfied 
it was only calumny and malice ; yet againk the divine 
laws, and the Roman alſo, he condemned an innocent 
perſon, and adjudged him to a death which was only 
due to murderers and public thieves ; upon pretence of 
blaſphemy, of which he ſtood accuſed, but not convict- 
ed, and for which, by theeJews' law, he ſhould have 
been ſtoned to death. 3 a N 

And now was the holy Lamb to bleed; firſt; therefore, 
Pilate's ſoldiers array bim in royal robes, put a reed 
in his hand for a ſceptte, plaited a crown of thorns on 


his holy head, and after the moſt horrid abuſes, 
bind him to a pillar and ſceurge him with whi 

uniſhment inflicted only on {laves; after which Ban 
ha « ſet free, Pilate delivered Jeſus to be cru 


the ſoldiers therefore having made a croſs, fad 


inſtead of tribute pay him with blows and ſpittings > 
by 
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Heavy, laid it upon Jeſus's ſhoulders, who, like Iſaac, 
bore the wood with which himſelf was ſacrificed, and 
drove him out to crucifixion, who was ſcarce able to 
ſtand under that load, and when he fainted, they com- 
pel Simon a Cyrenian to 1 him. A great and mixt 
multitude followed Jeſus to Golgotha, the charnel houſe 
of the city, and the place of execution: But the women 
wept with bitter acclamations, and their ſadneſs was 
increaſed by the ſad predictions - Jeſus then uttered of 
their future calamities, and that the time ſhould come, 
that men ſhall ſay, Bleſſed are the barren that never 
© bare, and the paps that never gave ſuck.,”. 

When Jeſus was come to Golgotha, a place in the 
mount of Calvary, where, according to tradition, Adam 
was buried, and where Abraham made an altar for the 
ſacriſice of his ſon, the ſoldiers having ſtripped him, 
nailed him to the croſs with four nails, between two 
thieves ; in the midſt. of all bis torments, Jeſus made 
only one prayer of ſorrow, to repreſent his ſad condi- 
tion, as if God had forſaken him, but not a ſyllable of 
anger againſt his enemies; inſtead of that, he ſent up a 
holy, charitable, effective prayer for their forgiveneſs, by 
which it is recorded, he obtained of God, that within ff 
ty five days eight thouſand of his enemies were converted; 
three long hours the holy Jeſus hung, clothed with pain, 
agony, and diſnonour; his holy virgin mother ſtood by 
his croſs, upon whom old Simeon's propheſy was fulfili- 
ed, for now ſhe felt a © ſword paſfing through hex' very 


« ſoul :* But her hope and expectation of the reſaultion 


drew a veil before her forrow, and her love ſwallgwed 
up ber grief; eſpecially conſidering, that tliough her 
Son had no temporal eſtate to beſtow, yet with his 
dying breath he made proviſion for her, by configning 
her over to the care of John, the beloved Aiſciol by 
making him to- be her adopted ſon, and her to be his 
mother, and from that time forward John took her 
to his own houſe.” LS 
prepared the following inſcription to be pat 
Oe he head of Jefus, written in Hebrew, Greek and 
„ein, JESUS OF NAZARETH, .KING OF. THE 
WS . JEWS ; 


w- 


92 TU LIFE op 


JEWS ; which the phariſees would have altered, and 
that he ſaid he was king of the Jews ; but Pilate out of 
fear, or to deſpight their nation, or in honour of Jeſus, 
whom he knew to be a juſt perſon,” as being overruled 
by divine Providence, refuſed to alter it. While Jeſus 
was praying and dying for his enemies, the rulers of the 
Jews mocked him, upbraiding him with the good works 
he did, and the inſtances of his power, ſaying, He 
«© ſaved others, himſelf he cannot ſave.” Others ſaid, 
Let him come down from the croſs, if he be the King 
© of the Jews, and we will believe in him ;* and of the 
two malefactors that were crucified with him, one 
reviled him, ſaying, If thou be Chrift, fave thyſelf 
and us.“ But the other thief, whom the preſent pains 
and circumſtances of Jeſus's paſſion had ſoftened and 
made believing, reproved his fellow for not fearin 
God, confeſſing that they ſuffered deſervedly, but Jeſus 
lawleſsly, and then prayed to Jefus, © Lord, remember 
« me when thou comeſt into thy kingdom.“ Which 
miraculous converſion Jefus entertained with a ſpeedy 
promiſe of a very great felicity, promiſing that on that 
very day he ſhould be with him in paradiſe. 

While theſe things were doing the whole frame of 
nature ſeemed to be diffolved and out of order, becauſe 
the Lord and Creator ſuffered ; for the ſun was fo 
darkened, that the ſtars appeared, and the eclipſe was 

rodigious, the moon not being then in conjunction, 
Fee fall, as was noted by Plegon, the freed man of the 
Roman emperor Adrian, by Lucian, and Dionyſius,. 
while he was yet a heathen, all excellent ſcholars, great 
hiſtorians and philoſophers, who alſo noted the day of 
the week, and hour of the day, agreeing in all circum- 
ſtances, for the ſun had hid from beholding ſuch a 
prodigy of wickedneſs and ſadneſs, and provided a veil 
for the nakedneſs of Jeſus, that the women might be 
preſent, and himſelf die with modeſty. . * . 
The eclipſe and the paſſion began at the ſixth eur. 
and continued to the ninth ; about which time eus, 
being tormented. with the inſuffe rable load ef his 
Father's wrath, due for our ſins, and wearied with pains - 
- a 
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and heavineſs, cried out, My God, my God, why 
© haſt thou forſaken me! And, as it is thought, repeated 
the whole xxii pſalm ; which is an ad mitable narrative 
of the paſſion, full of prayer and complaints at firit, and 
a deſcription of his pains, ani thankſgiving joy, and 
prophety at the lat ; but theſe firſt words, it is recorded, 

e ſpake in a language of itſelf, or elfe by reaſon of 
diftance, was not underſtood; for they thought he 
called for Elias to take him from the croſs.” 

Then Jeſus, being in an agony, ſaid, * I thirſt, and 
© one ran and fillet a ſpunge with vinegar, wrapping it 
with hyſop, and put it on a reed, that he might drink.” 
The vinegar and ſpunge were in executions of con- 
demned, Er to ſtop the too violent iſſues of blood, and 
prolong the death, but were offered to him in ſcorn, 
*. mingled with gall,” to make the mixture more horrid 
and nauſeous ; bat Jeſus taſted it only, and refuſed the 
draught. And now knowing that the propheſies were 
fulfilled, and his. torments fatisfadtory, © he ſaid, it is 
© finiſhed, and crying with a loud voice, Father, into 
© thy hands I commend my ſpirit, he bowed his head, 
tand yielded up bis ſpirit into the hands of God, and 
died, haſtening to his Father's glorieg, to ſhine in the 

© other world,” : | 

Then the veil of the temple,* which ſeparated the 
ſecret Moſaic ceremonies from the eyes of the people, 
© rent in the midſt from top to bottom ;* and the angele, 
preſidents of the temple, called to each other to deparr 
from their ſeats ; and fo great an earthquake happened, 
that the * rocks did revd, the mountains trembled, the 
©. graves openod, and the bodies of dead perſons aroſe, 
walking from. their burying places to the holy city, 
and appeared unto many,“ and ſo great apprehenſions 
and amazement happened to all them that ſtood by, 
that they departed Facing their breaſts with ſ>rrow and 
fear, and the centurion that attended at the execution, 

fads Certainhy, this Was the Son of God.“ 
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JV HEN our forlorn and helpleſs Hate, 
None could relieve beſide ; 


Then at th' appointed time, our Lord 
For the ungodly died. 


Who wer redeem'd a juſt man's life, 
Hy laying down his aun? 

Perhaps there may ſuch generous love, 
To à good man be ſhown, 


But the tranſcendent love of God, 
All human does excel ; 

And fines 110 glorious in our eyes, 
Beyond all parallel, 


For when obaroxions to his aurath, 
Me wretched finners flood ; 
Then bis own Son came to atone 


Our guilt with his own blacd. 


Much more than when that precious blood, 
Has clear'd our guilty ſcore, | 
Shall we be from the wrath to come 


Reſcud forevermore, 


For if the death of Chrift fa far 
God's eurath. could pacify, 

A. ta 8 his very foes, 
4 lea 


agu of amity. | 


- 


Mach more all aue when thro' his death, 
God's favour we regain, . 

T braugh his exalted . life, 
Eteraal © bliſs obtain, 


Nay more, we in our God rejoices 
Through TFeſus Chrift our Lord, 
By whoſe atontment we ars now 


To his free love reſtor d. 
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But becauſe the next day was the Jews Sabbath, and 
a feſtival of the paſchal lamb beſides, the Jews haſtened 
that the body ſhould be taken from the croſs, and 
therefore ſent Pilate to haſten their death, by © breaking 
« their legs, that before the ſon ſet, they might be 
© taken away, according to the commandment, and be 
buried, 'The ſoldiers therefore came, and hreak the 
© legs of the two thieves, but eſpying and wondering 
that Jeſus was already dead, they break not his legs; 
© for the ſcripture foretold, That a bone of him ſhould 
© not be broken, but a ſoldier, with his lance, pierced 
© his fide, and immediately there ſtreamed out two 
© rivulets of water and blood. 

Some of the primitive fathers give an account, that 
the holy virgin mother, whoſe ſoul, (during the whole 
paſſion, was pierced with a ſword, and ſharper arrows, 
though ſhe was ſupported by the comforts of faith, and 
thoſe holy predictions of his reſurreRion, and future 
glories, which Mary had laid up in her heart, againſt 
this great day of trial) now that ſhe ſaw her bleſſed ſon 
had ſuffered all that our neceſſities and their malice 
could require or inflit, cauſed ſome of his followers 
with whom ſhe joined, to take her dead ſon from the 
croſs, which ſhe kiſſed and embraced with all the en- 
dearments that could be expreſſed by a ſorrowful mother, 
weeping for her dead ſon. Vet ſhe was highly ſatisfied 
by confidering that now that great myſtery, determined 
by divine predeftination, before the beginning of all 
ages was fulfilled in her ſon, and the paſlion that was ſo 
abſolutely neceſſary, was now accompliſhed, '' She 
therefore firſt bathes his body with her warm tears, and 
delivering a winding napkin to Joſeph of Arimathea, 
gave him in charge to enwrap the body, and embalm 
and do it all funeral rites, to compoſe 1t decently to the 
grave, having firſt exhorted him to make a public con- 
teſſion of his faith, as to the divinity of our holy Re- 
. deemer, which ke had only hitherto made profeflion.of 
in private, Joſeph obeyed the counſel of ſo e. 
a perſon, and 9 


—,  Jewiſs 


* 


upon the diſpleaſue of "the 
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Jewiſh rulers, and went confidently to Pilate, and 
begged the. body of. Jeſus. 

:.* Joſeph therefore takes the body, binds his head with 
the napkin,' waſhes the body, anoints it with ointment, 
and a compoſition of mytrh and aloes, © and lays it in a 
© tomb which he for himſelf had hewn out of a rock; 
all theſe circumſtances being uſed by the Jews in their 
funerals; but it was not Faw ful to inter a condemned 
perſon in theif common burying places, When the ſun 
was ſet, the chief prieſts ns phariſees went to Pilate, 
telling him that Jeſus, while he was living, foretold 
his own reſurrection on the third day; and leſt his 
diſciples ſhould come and fteal the body, and ſay he 
was riſen from the dead, deſired that the ſepulchre 
—_ be ſecured, againſt the danger of any ſuch im- 
poſtor ; Pilate gave them leave to do their pleaſure ; 
they therefore ſealed the grave, rolled a great ſtone at 
the mouth-of it, and as ancient tradition ſays, bound it 
about with lebels of iron, and ſet a watch of ſoldiers, 
as if they intended to make it ſurer than the decrees of 
fate or the neyer-farling laws of nature, 

When it was yet early in the morning, upon the 
«firſt day of the week, Mary Magdalen and Mary the 
«© mother of Jeſus and Salome, brought ſweet ſpices to 
the ſepulchre, that they might again embalm the holy 
body; for the rites of embalming among the Hebrews 
uſed to laſt forty days, their love being not fatisfied 
with what Joſeph had done. They therefore haſtened 
to the grave, and after the expenſe they had been at, 
began to conſider « who ſhould remove the ſtone ; but 
© they ſtill go on, their love carrying them through all 
« difficulties.” But when they came to the ſepulchre, 
they found the guard, from whom they might expect 
oppoſition, affrighted and removed, and the ſtone 
rolled away,” for juſt before there had been a great 
earthquake, and an angel deſcending from heayen, 
rolled away the ſtone, and ſat upon it, and the guards 
about the tomb being aſtoniſhed with fear wers like 
dead men; and ſome of them ran to the high Ptieſts, 
and teld them what had happened; but they refolving 
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now to add to their iniquity by a new crime, hired the 
{oldiers to tell an incredible and weak fable, that his 
« diſciples came by night and ſtole him away; thoagh 
the wit of man could not have inyented more ſtrong 
ſecurity than they uſed, to prevent any ſuch deſign 
that themſelves had made. | 
The women entered into the ſepulchre, and miſſing 
the body of Jeſus, Mary Magdalen went to the eleven 
apoſtles, cemplaining. that the body of our Lord was 
not to be feund, Then Peter and John ran as fat as 
they could to ſee ; for the unexpeRt2dne{s of the rela- 
tion made them to doubt of the truth, their faith of 
his reſurrection not being yet fixed in them, and the 
ſparks thereof not raiſed into a flame. They looked 
into the ſepulchre,. and not finding the body there, 
they. returned ; by this time Mary Magdalen and the 
women, who ftand weeping for theit Lord's body, ſaw 
two angels fitting in © white, the one at the head and 
the other at the feet,” at which unexpected ſight, they 
* trembled, and bowed themſelves ;* bat the angel bid 
them not fear; telling them that Jeſus of Nazareth, 
© who was crucified, was alſo riſen, and was not there ;* 
and made them call ta mind what Jeſus had told them 
in Galilee concerning his crueifixion and reſurrection 
the third day, © and Mary turned herſolf back and ſaw 
© Jeſus, but ſuppoſing him to be the gardner, ſhe ſaid 
© to him, Sir, oh you have borne him hence, tell me 
© where thou haſt laid him, and I will take him away; 
© but Jeſus ſaid unto her, Mary.“ Then ſhe knew his 
yoice, and with ecftacies of joy and wonder, Was ready 
to haye fallen at his feet and embraced them; but he 
commanded het not to touch him; but go to his 
brethren, and ſay, 1 aſcend to my Father and your 
Father, my God and your God. Mary departed 
full of joy and ſatisfaction, and told theſe thidgs to the 
apoſtles, but her relation ſeemed altogether” fantaſtic 
and Imaginary. About the ſame time alſo Jeſus ap- 
peafed to Simon Peter; and towards evening to two 
of Eis diſciples going diſconfolate to Emmaus, and diſ- 
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© courling of the late occurrences ; Jeſus put himſelf in 
their company, and upbraids their incredulity, and ex- 
pounds the ſcriptures, that Chriſt ouglit to ſuffer and 
riſe again the third day, and in breaking of bread diſ- 
appeared, and fo was known to them by vaniſhing 
away, whom when'pteſent they knew not; and in- 
ſtantly they haſtened to Jeruſalem, and told the diſciples 
what had happened. N | 
While they were there, 'the ſame day at evening, 
when the diſciples were aſſembled all but Thomas, 
* ſecretly for fear of the Jews, the doors being ſhut, 
« Jeſus came and ſtood in the midſt of them, they 
were exceedingly troubled, ſuppoſing it had been a 
« ſpirit.” But Jeſus confuted them by applying to their 
ſenſes, and letting them feel his fleſh and bones 
« which ſpirits have not; at which fight they rejoiced 
with exceeding joy, aud began to be reſtored” to their 
languiſhing hopes of ſome fature neh, > by the re- 
turn of their Lord to life; and there he firſt breathed 
on them, ies them the Holy Ghoſt, and performing 
the  promile twice made before his death, ſay ing, 
« Whoſoever {ins ye Temit they ſhall be remitted to them, 
© and, whoſoever ſing ye tetain, they are retained.” 
Theſe things Thomas was acquainted With, and reſolved 
not-to believe unleſs he mi At po} His finger into. the 
holes in his hands, and his hand into his fide ; which 
Jeſus eight days after, at another appearance to his 
apoſtles, made demonſtration of to him, but with u 
mild reproof to his unbelief, promifing a fpecial bleſſin 
to all ſucceeding ages of the church, for they ate fuck 
© as {aw not, but yet believed. Ft] 
But Jefus at his early appearing, had fent in order by 
the women, that the diſciples ſhould go into Galilee, 
and they did ſo after a few days; and Simon Peter 
being there, went a fiſhing, and fix others of the 
- apoſtles with him, to go to the ſea of Tiberias, where 
they. labouted all night, and caught nothing, "Towards 
morning Jeſus appeared to them, and bid them caſt _ 
© the net on the right ſide of the ſhip, whick they did, 
and incloſed one hundred and fifty great fiſhes ; k 
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which prodigious draught John the beloved diſciple, 
r * was the Lad, At which inſtant Peter 
threw himſelf into the ſea, and went to Jeſus, and 
when the reft were come aſhore, they all dined on 
broiled fiſh, | 
Aſter dinner Jeſus taking care of thoſe ſcattered 
ſheep, which were diſperſed over the face of the earth, 
that he might gather them into one ſheepfold, under 
© one ſhepherd, aſked Peter, Simon ſ5n of Jonas loveſt. 
© thou me more than theſe ? Peter anſwerech yea Lord, 
thou knoweſt all things; thou knoweſt that I love 
© thee, Then Jefus ſaid unto him, feed my ſheep.” 
And Jefus aſked him the ſame queſtion, and gave bim 
the ſame precept the ſceond and third time; and afer 
intruſting the charge to him, Jefus told him, that the 
reward he ſhould have in this world ſhould be a ſharp 
and honourable martyrdom ; he likewiſe checks Peter's 
curioſity in enquiring what ſþould become of the be- 
loved diſciple, and _ anſwered his queſtion with ſome 
ſha! neſs of reprelienfion, and no ſatis faction; If I 
* will that he tarry till I come what is that to thee 7 
Which made them ſuppoſe he ſhould not die, but they 
were miſtaken ; for though John lived till after the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem, notwithſtanding the attempts 
of his perſecutors, and the miraculous eſcape from 
prog: torments, yet he died a natur- death, when 

e was about ninety years of age. 

After this, Jeſus having appointed a ſolemn meeting 
for all the brethren that could be collected from the dif 
perſion, and named a certain mountain in Galttee, 
appeared to ſive hundred brethren at once, and this was 
Eis moſt public and ſolemn manifeſtation, and white 
fome doubted, Jeſus came according to rhe defignation, 
and ſpake ro the ebeven diſciples, ſending them to 


reach to alt the world, repentance and rcmifion 'of 


2 
1 his name, pramifing to be with them to the 
end of the world,” Laſt of afl, when che apoſtlet 
were at dinner, he appeared unto them, upbraiding 
theilt unbelief, and chen opened theit underſtandings, 
tar they. might difeert the ſenfe of ſcripture, and 


ke again. 
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again commanded them to preach the goſpel to all the 
* world, giving them power fo do miracles, to caſt. out 
©« devils, to cure diſcafes, and inſtituted the ſacrament 
© of baptiſm, which he commended (together with the 
good tidings of the goſpel) ſhould be adminiftred to 
all nations, in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt.“ Then he led them 
unto Judea, and they came to Bethany, and from 
2hence to the mount Olivet, and he commanded them 
to ſtay in Jeruſalem, till the How Shoſt, © the promiſe 
of the Father, ſhould deſcend upon them, which 
Mould be accompliſhed in a few days, and. then they 
mould know the times and the ſeaſons, all things 
neceflary for their miniſtration and ſervice, and propa- 
gation of the goſpel ; and while he © diſcourſes many 
« things concerning the kingdom, behold a cloud came 
and parted Jeſus from them, and carried him in their 
ſight up to heaven, whete he fits at the right hand of 
God, bleſſed forever. Amen.. ee ee 
While the apoſtles * ſtood 725 up to heaven,” two 
Angels appeare to them, and tol them, That Jeſus 
« ſhould come in like manner as he was taken away, 
with glory and majeſty in the clouds, and with the 
miniſtry of angels. Amen. Come Lord . Jeſus, come 
quickly. = wy 


— — — — 

| OT as EATER: 
HOBY and eternal Jeſus, who haft overcome 
Q death, and triumphed over all the powers of hell, 
darkneſs, fin, and the grave; manifeſting the truth of 
thy promiſes, the power of thy divinity, the majeſty 
of chy petſon, the rewards of thy glory, and the 
' mercies and excellent deſigns of the evangelical king- 
dom, by thy glorious an en reſurtection; pre- 
ſerve our ſouls from eternal. death, and make us to rife 
from the death ef fin, and to live the life of grace, 
loving thy perſections, adoring thy mercy, purſuing the 
intereſt of thy kingdom, being united to the church, 
under thee our head, conforming to thy holy Jaws, 
8 ; eftabliſked 
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eſtabliſned in faith, entertained and confirmed with a 
modeſt, humble, and certain hope, and ſantified by 
charity ;. that engraving thee 1n our hearts, ſubmitting 
to thee in our ſpirits, and imitating thee in thy glorious 
example, we may be partakers of thy reſutrection, 
which is our hope and our deſire, the ſupport of our 
faith, the object of our joy, and the ſtrength of our 
confidence : In thee, holy Jeſus, do we truſt ; we con- 
feſs thy faith ; we believe all-that thou baſt taught ; we 
defire to perform all thy injunctions; cur ſouls are in 
thy hand, do thou ſupport and guide them, and pity 
our infirmities, and when thou ſhalt appear at the great 
day, ſhew to us the effects of thy advocateſhip, inter- 
ceſſion and redemption. Thou ſhalt anſwer for us, 
O Lords, for in thee have we truſted, let us never be 
eonfounded. Thou art juſt, thou art merciful ; thou 
art gracious and compaſſonate, thou haſt done miracles 
and prodigies to us, and all the world: Let not thoſe 
great actions and ſufferings be ineffectual, but make us 
capable and receptive of all thy mercies, and then we 
are certain to receive them; we are thine, O ſave us; 
thou art ours, Oh holy Jeſus ! O dwell with us forever, 
and let us dwell with thee, adoring and praiſing the 
eternal glories of God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, Amen, | 
Our Father, &c. 


—_ — —  ____——_—_—__—_ 
THE END OF THE LIFE OF JESUS CHRIST.. 
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Toa the READER, * 2 


FTER the diſciples had been ſpeRators of our bleſſ- 
ed Redeemer's aſcenſion into heaven, they returned. 
to 8 and continued there in prayers and ſuppli- 
catians in their diſtreſſed condition, the whole city 
being ſet againſt theſe poor innocent people ; they have- 
neither lands nor revenues to maintain them, nor friends 
at court to ſapport them againſt their enemies, to whom 
the name of Jeſus was hateful, and his followers 
reckoned to be adverſaries to the government; and 
though, in this forlorn ſtate, they comforted themſelves 
with the precious promiſes their dear Maſter left them 
at his departure, yet their preſent condition ſeemed 
very deplorable to human appearance; but after they. 
had continued thus diſconſolate about ten days, our 
bleſſed Lord performed his promiſe, by ſending the 
Holy Ghoſt, the comforter, by whom. they received 
_ fortitude and courage to go forth into the world, and. 
by having the gift of tongues, and ſpeaking to the 
underſtanding o 2 2 of all nations and languages, 
they were capable of inſtructing them in the higheſt 
myſteries of chriſtianity, and to convince and confound. 
their moſt ſubtle oppoſers ; by theſe divine aids they 
-preached with ſuch efficacy, that St, Peter converted 
- three thbuſand ſouls in one day, by one ſermon, and 
in a few years the chriſtian doctrine was ſo diſperſed 
aver the world, that the Roman emperors were appre+ 
henfive of their numbers; moſt countries under the 
1 | empire 
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To the READER. 't 
Net the diſciples had been ſpeRators of our bleſſ- 


ed Redeemer's aſcenſion into heaven, they returned, 
to 8 and continued there in prayers and ſuppli- 
catians in their diſtreſſed condition, the whole city 
being ſet againſt theſe poor innocent people; they have 
neither lands nor revenues to maintain them, nor friends 
at court to ſupport them againſt their enemies, to whom 
the name of Jeſus was hateful, and his followers 
reckoned to be adverſaries to the government ;* and 
though, in this forlorn ſtate, they comforted themſelves 
with the precious promiſes their dear Maſter left them 
at his departure, yet their preſent condition ſeemed 
very deplorable to human appearance; but after they 
og? continued thus diſconſolate about ten. days, our 
bleſſed Lord performed his promiſe, by ſending the 
Holy Ghoſt, the comforter, by whom. they received 
fortitude and courage to go forth into the world, and. 
by having the gift of tongues, and ſpeaking to the 
underſtanding o * of all nations and languages, 
they were capable of inſtructing them in the higheſt 
myſterics of chriſtianity, and to convince and confound. 
their moſt ſubtle oppoſers ; by theſe divine aids they 
-Preached with ſuch efficacy, that St. Peter conyerted - 
three thouſand ſouls in one day, by one ſermon, and 
in a few years the chriſtian dottrine was ſo diſperſed 
aver the world, that the Roman emperors were appre+ 
henfive of their numbers; moſt countries under the 
„ 9 empire 
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empire being filled with multitudes of them; and in 
proceſs of time, though they ſuffered the greateft 
torments from their enemies, yet their faith- triumphed '| 
over the tortures, whips, and ſwords of the mighty 
tyrants of the earth, when there was no temptation of 
profit, pleaſure or advantage; but on the contrary, 
pain, miſery, and the moſt cruel deaths attended the 


After the death of Judas the traitor, who firſt hanged 
himſelf, and falling headlong from the gibbet, he 
* burſt aſunder in the midſt, and all his bowels guſhed 
© out.” It is ſuppoſed that the apoſtles went into ſeveral 
countries to publiſh the * glad tidings of ſalvation ;* of 
whoſe preaching and martyrdom, F ſhall give a brief 
account, and begin with St. Matthew. 


. 
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The LI FE 33 of ST.MATTHEW 
the Apoſale and Evangelift,. who wes ai with. & 
Balbert in Eihwpra, 


His feffival is by the Weſtern Church celebrated 
September 21. 


gt: MATTHEW, alfo called Levi, a city betonging 
to the tribe of Zebulon, where our Saviour was 
brought up, was the fon of Alpheus and Mary, fifter 
ar kinſwomar: to the bleſſed virgin. His way of life 
was that of a publican, or toll gatherer, an office 
ſcandalous among the Jews, though = place of credit, 
power, and reputation among the Romans, and con- 
ferred upon Knights and perſons of quality, but were 
coyetous and great oppfeffots; of which doubrlefs 
Zacheus, who was one of them, was ſenſible, when after 
his conyerfion he offered four fold. in way of feſtiturion, 
to thoſe from whom he had taken any thing oe 
md Ernil practices; and upon this account the cans 


| became infamous among the gentiles alſo. The Jews 
| deraſted them Leraaſe cheir tribute was not only a 
975 | | grievances 
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ievance to their purſes, but an invaſion of the 
Fherties of their nation, be ing declared immediate- 
ly by God hinfelf, a free born 5 and therefore 
reckoned this as a ſtanding inſtance of their flavery; fo 
that theſe officers were abhorred by them to that degree, 
that it was unlawful to ſhew them any common Kind- 
neſs. 4 
O this employment was St. Matthew, who is thought 
to have gathered the cuſtoms of ſuch goads as. came by 
ſea from Galilee, and the pay of paſſengers that went 
by water ; they kept their No Foals by the ſea fide, 
to be near at hand, and here it was that St. Matthew 
had his office, or receipt of cuſtom ; when, our Saviour 
having cured a man grievouſly tortured with a palſy, 
retired out to Capernaum, to the. ſea fide, where he 
taught the people that followed him in great numbers, 
eſpyi Matthew ſitting in his office, called him to 
come — low him; the man was rich having a gain- 
ful trade, yet he left all his intereſts and . relations te 
become our Lord's diſciple, Pn” 
After he was elected into the apoſtleſhip, he continued 
with the reft, till our Lord's aſcenſion, and then for the 
firſt eight years, it is recorded, he preached up and 
down. Judea, after which being to betake himlelf to 
the converſion of the gentile world, the converted 
Jews intreated him to commit to writing, the hiſtory 
of our Lord's life and actions, to leave it as a ſtanding 
record of what he had preached to them; accardingly 
he compoſed his goſpel. We have little account of the 
ſufferings and troubles he underwent for the advance - 
ment of the chriftian faith. Some write that he went 
iato Phrthia, and having ſucceſsfully planted the goſpel 
in thoſe parts, he - travelled thence into Ethiopia, 
where by his aner and miracles, he mightily 
triumphed over error and idolatry. . 
As to the manner of his death, it is related by ſome 
that he went into the country of the Canibals, or 
manieaters, here Chriſt appeared to him in the form 
of a beautiful youth, and gave him a wand, which he 
pitched in the ground, it immediately grew up into a 
| 4 7 2 tree; 
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tree; that he alſo miraculouſly converted the prinee of 
the country, and after all, died in peace, and was moſt 
ſumptuouſly buried: But othets of the ancients, with 
as much, probability. affirm, that he ſuffered martyrdom ; 
or was ſlain with a ſword at a city in Æthiopia. . 
He was a great inſtance how much power religion 
has to alter the temper of a man, who being a ſtranger 
to Chriſt, and in very advantageous worldly circum- 
tia our bleſſed Redeemer call him, 


confuſed behind bim. "IP nd 
This apoſtle having written his goſpel, as we have 
ſaid, at the intreaty of the Jewiſh converts; though 
others ſay, It was by the command of the apoftles, while 
ha was in Paleſtine, eight years after our Saviour's 
crucifixion, it was carried by St. Bartholomew into 
India and left there; he writ it in Hebrew, as primarily 
deſigned for the uſe of his countrymen. * It was, no 
doubt, ſoon after tranſlated into Greek, ſome ſay, by 


St. John, ethers, by St. James the leſs. 


This Hebrew copy was found at Tiberias, by Joſe- 
thus, a Jew, and after his converſion, a man of great 
onour and eſteem in the days of Conſtantine the great; 

one of tho ancients. afſures us, there was another copy 
kept in the library of Cæſarea in his time, and another 
by the Narazens at Beræa, from whom he had the 
liberty to tranſctibe it, and afterwards tranſlated it into 
Gotta. SR nin IT 

A copy alſo of this goſpel was dug out of the grave 
of Barnabas, at Cyprus, tranſcribed with his own hand, 
but theſe copies are Jong fince periſhed, * 
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The LIFE of ST, MARK the Evangelift, whe 
dont dragged through the firects in à city in Egypt, 
till he expired. | 


His Feſtixal is obſerved by the Roman Church, April 25. 


T*HOUGH this great Evangeliſt ſeems to have 2 
Roman name, Marx, or Maxc vs, yet doubtleſs 
he was born of Jewiſh patents, originally deſcended 
from the tribe of Levi, and of the priefily line; the 
reaſon for changing his name from Jewiſh. to Romad, 
was probably from ſome great accident of his life, uſual 
among the Jews, when travelling to the European 
provinces of the Roman empire, he being then going 
to Italy and Rome. uh | 
By the ancients he is thought to be one of the DN 
diſciples, who taking exception at our Saviour's diſeourſe 
of © eating his fleſh and drinking his blood,” went back 
and walked no more with him at that time, but was 
ſeaſonably reduced and reclaimed by St. Peter; but 
others as ſtrenuouſly affirm, that he was then no hearer | 
nor follower of Chriſt, and therefore could be none of 
them who upon that occaſion forſook him; he wa: 
_ Converted by ſome of the apoſtles, and probably by St. 
Peter, who calls him his ſon Marcus, and who was has 
- conſtant attendant in his travels, and ſaid to be his 
Amanuenſis, or writer of what the apoſtles dictated, 
aud likewiſe his interpreter, for though the apoſtles 
were divinely inſpired, and had the gift of languages, 
pet the interpretation of tongues was a privilege more 
8 ſome than others. This mig t probably be 
St. Mark's talent, in expounding St, Peter's diſcourſes 
and writings to thoſe who did not underſtand them. 
©. He accompanied St. Peter in his apoſtolical progreſs, 
in preaching the goſpel in Italy and Rome, as-it is 
| related, where, at the requeſt of the chriftians in thoſe 
Parts Le compoſed his goſpel, By St. Peter he was ſent 
22M plant chriltianky in Egypt, and reſided in and about 


o 


| 


| honoured by the 


cent a church erected to his memory,.as the. world can 
_  -boaſt of, He is reported to. have ſulfered 
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Alexandria, for ſome time, and was fo ſucceſsful in his 
miniſtry, that he converted multitudes of all ranks and 
degrees to the embracing of the chriſtian faith, and an 
extraordinary ſtrict profeſſion thereof. 3 
St. Mark did not confine his miniſtry to Alexandria 
and the eaſtern parts of Egypt, but travelled weſtward 
to Lybia, Marmaria and Pentapolis, where, though the 
people were barbarous and idolatrous, yet by his 
reaching and miracles the goſpe! prevailed, he not 
eaving them till he had gained and confirmed them in 
the profeſſion of the faith; returning to Alexandria, he 
preached freely, and ſet in order the affairs of the 
church, and wiſely provided for ſucceſſion, by conſti- 
tuting goveraours and paſtors of it; but the reſtleſs 
enemies of the ſouls of men, would not ſuffer him long 
to live in quiet. 2 9 | 
About the time of Eaſter happened the great ſolemnity 
of the Egyptian deity, Serapis ; when the minds of the 
people prang paſſionately excited to a vindication of the 
onour of their heathen idol, broke in upon St, Mark, 
in the time of divine worſhip, and binding his feet with 
cords, dragged him through the ſtreets to a precipice 
near the ſea, and thruſt him into priſon for that night, 
where he was encouraged by a divine viſion to continue 
conſtant under the ruins of his ſhattered body, Early 
the next morning theſe blood hounds renewed their 
barbarities, dragging him about in the ſame manner, 
till his fleſh being raked off, and his blood ſtreaming 


all the way, his ſpirits failed him, and he expired; but 
their malice ended not with his life ; for it is recorded, 


that when he was dead, they burnt his body, and the 
chriſtians carefully gathering his aſhes, decently buried 
them near the place whack bo was wont to preach, and 
put them into an urn, which with much ſolemnity, was 
afterwards removed from Alexandria to Venice, where 
we are told it now lies inteted, and is religiouſly 
people; St, Mark being adopted to 
be the tutelar ſaint of that republic, andbas/as magnifi- 


- 4 


- martyrdom 
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April 25. But whether in the reign of Claudius or 
ero is uncertain, As ta his perſon, he was of a mid- 
dle ſtature, as the ancients record, of a comely preierice, 
his noſe long, his eyes full of amiableneſs, and all the 
deſirable qualities of a lovely perſon, * 
The converts at Rome, not content to have heard 
St. Peter preach, preſſed St. Mark, as we have ſaid, to 
commit to writing what he preached to them, by way 
of hiſtory, which he performed with much faithfulneſs 
and brevity ; all which St. Peter, it fs ſaid yeruſed and 
ratified with his apoſtolical authority, commanding it to 
be owned and preſerved with the reſt of the canonical 
ſcripture ; and his great impartiality, in his relation 
doth clearly appear that he is ſo far from concealing, or” 
mollifying the ſhameful fall and denial of his dear 
Maſter, and tutor St. Peter, to whom he was fo deepl 
engaged in the bonds of love, that he records 1t wat 
ſome particular weighty circumſtances, and aggra- 
\ vations, which the other evangeliſts: have thought fit 
to omit, | {OY r 
Some affirm, that his goſpel was written originally in 
the Latin tongue, becauſe he publiſned it at Rome; | 
but it is manifeſt, 3 moſt ancient authority, That 
the Jews who heard St. Mark preach, being ſtrangets 
at Rome, knew but very little Latin, the Greek being 
at that time the moſt faſhionable and communicative 
language in the world; nor can any good reaſon be 
— why it ſhould be more inconvenient for St. 
Mark to write his goſpel in Greek for the uſe of the 
Romans, than that St. Paul mould in that very language | 
write his epiſtle to the church thefkme. 
The original Greek copy, written with St. Marks 
own hand, is ſaid to be extant at Venice to this day, 
being Written, as ſome inform us, at Aquilea, and 
thence; aſter many hundred years, tranſmiitted to Venice, 
where it is ſtill preſerved as an ancient monument, but 
the lettet ſo defaced by time, as not legible; but it 
being of no conſequence as to the authenticneſs of its 
original it is not worth contending W 8 755 7 
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The LIFE of ST. L UKE the Evangeliſt whoa 


_ avis hanged upon an olive tree in Greece. 
His Feſtival is obſerved October 18. 


T. LUKE was born at Antioch, the metropolis of 
Syria, eminent for the pleaſantneſs of its ſoil, the 
riches of its traffic, the wiſdom of its ſenate, the learn- 
ing of its profeſſors, and the civility and politeneſs of 
the inhabitants; celebrated by the pens of ſome of the 
moſt eloquent of that age; but particularly renowned 
for the honour, that here it was the diſciples were firſt. 
called Chriſtians, It is recorded, that fludied- at 
moſt ſchools both of Greece and Egypt, whereby he 
became learned in all human ſciences, . but he more 
rticularly applied - himſelf to the practice of phy ſie, 
for which the Grecian academies were very famous, 
beſides which he is ſaid to be {kilfal in the art of painting, 
and three or four famous pieces are ſnewed in Italy. 
ſaid to be of his drawing ; there is alſo an ancient in- 


ſeription in the Via Lectea at Romey in an old vanlt - 
near the church of St. Mary, ſuppoſed to have been the 
place where St. Paul dwelt, wherein mention is made 
of the picture of the bleſſed virgin, which the Italians 
all a Madona, or lady, which, with ſix others, were 
drawn by the ſame evangeliſt, | r 
St. Luke was no doubt a Jewiſh N Antioch 
r 


abounding with men of: that nation, who had their 
ſynagoguts and ſehools of education, and ſuppoſed. to 
be one of the ſeventy diſeiples, and like wiſe one of the 
two-who were going to Emaus, to whom the Lord 
appeared in their Way ; theſe ſeem only conjectures: 4 
ter re jt Father" 
lainly, That be was | | an eye 
| p Winne and miniſter of the . werd; It þs therefore 
nore probable that he was converted by St, Paul during 
bis abode in Antioch, and became ever alter his in- 
ſepatable companion, and fellow, laboufer in the work 
of the miniſtry, eſpecially after his going into 4 4 
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donia, from which time, in recording the hiſtory of 
St. Paul's travels, he upon all occaſions ſpeaks of him- 
ſelf in his own perſon ; he attended him 1n all his dan- 
ers, and at his ſeveral arraignments at Jeruſalem, and 
in his hazardous voyage to Rome; and 'tis probable he 
did not leave St. Paul till he had finiſhed his courſe, 
and crowned all his ſufferings with martyrdom ; though 
ſome aver that he left the apoſtle at Rome, and return- 
ed back into- the eaſt, travelling into Egypt, and the 
parts of Lybia, where, according to his cuſtom, he 
preached the goſpel, wrought miracles, converted 
multitudes, conſtituted - miniſters, and that himfelf 
became biihop of Thabats, WP 7 7 
Hle wrote two books for the uſe and benefit of the 
church, his goſpel, and the hiſtory of the acts of the 
__ apoſtles, both which he dedicated to Theophilus ; ſome 
of the ancients ſuppoſe this to be a feigned name, de- 
noting no more than © A lover of God,” a title com- 
mon to every chriſtian. Others, that it was the proper 
name of ſome particular perſon, the ſtile of Moſt 
Excellent being in thoſe times the proper form of 
addreſs to princes and great men ; and that he was of 
conſular dignity and nobleman of Antioch, who, when 
converted by St. Peter, gave his houſe to the church 
for their public and ſolema worſhip ; and others think 
he might be ſome chief man in authority, whom St. 
Luke had converted and baptized, to whom he dedicated 
theſe books as a teſtimony of honourable. reſpe&, and a 
means of giving him farther light into the certainey of 
thoſe things, wherein he had been inſtructed by” him; 
he expreſsly telling us, That his intelligenee in theſe 
© matters was derived from ſuch as were eye-witneſſes 
and miniſters of the word from the beginning,” havin 
delivered nothing in his whole hiſtory but what he ha 
immediately received from perſons preſent at and par- 
— * concerned in . te things he has left) upon 
Teo c.. |; * — 1 | A 
I. he occafion ning his goſpel ſeems to be 
partly to prevent thoſe falſe and | ſcandalous reports, 
ne KA n . K Wa» | | Which 
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faith, which fo enraged the barbarians, that a crew of 
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which even at that time were raiſed by the enemies to 
the chriſtian name; and partly to ſupply what was 
wanting in the two evangeliſts who writ before him ; 
which ſopplement is particularly noted throughout his 
whole hiſtory, by ſome of the primitive fathers ; the 
ſubject matter of the fame being an account of what 
rclates- to Chriſt's prieſtly office, and therefore the 
ancients, in accommodating the prophet Ezekiel's viſion, 
or four ſymbolical repreſentations to the four evangeliſts, 
aligned the ox, or calf, to Sr. Luke. | | 
His hiſtory of the apoſtolic acts was undoubtedly 
written at Rome, at the end of St, Paul's two years 
impriſonment there, with which he concludes his ſtory ; 
which cohtains the actions and ſometimes the ſufferings 
of ſome of the chief apoſtles, particularly of St. Paul, 
whoſe activity in the cauſe of Chriſt, the goſpel, 
made him have a deeper ſhare both in doing and ſuffer. © 
ing ; and St. Luke being his conſtant attendant, and an 
eye-witneſs of the moſt conſiderable tranſactions of his 
life, after his converſion, was the more capable of giving 
an accurate relation of them ; among other things he 
records thoſe wonderful miracles which the apoſtles 
wronght for confirmation of the doctrine they daily 
— In both theſe books his ſtile is clear, flowing 


wich a natural ſweetneſs and grace, he was faithful in 


his relations, elegant in his writing as a miniſter; devout 
and pious as a chriftian ; eareful and diligent for the 
good of ſouls, and, to crown all, laid down his life for 


the teſtimony of the goſpel, whieh he had preached and 
publiſhed to the world, I 
An aneient author labours to prove, that he ſuffered 


martyrdom at Rome, after St. Paul's firſt impriſonment 
the te; and therefore did no farther proſecute the hiſtory 


of the acts of the apoſtles, which he would undoubtedlyx 
have done, had he lived any confiderable time aſter St. 
Paul's departure. But Nicephorus gives à particular 


account, That travelling into Greece, he: ſucceſsfully 
preached, and baptized many converts into the chriſtian 


willains laying hold of him, tortured him in a moſt 
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violent manner, and then dragging him to execution, 
deſigned to crucify him, but coming to the place where 
they intended to perpetrate the reſt of their villany, they 

could not find a croſs to fix him upon, but lighting upon 
an olive tree, they hanged him thereon, in the eighty 
fourth year of his age, His body was with great 
ſolemnity buried at nſtantinople, by the command 
of Conſtantine the great, or his ſon, in the famous 
church erected there to the memory of the apoſtles, 


. — 
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The LIFE of Sr. JOHN rhe Evangelift and . 
Apoſtle, who was put into a chaldron of ſcalding oil, 
end eſcaped unhurt, 


His Feſtival is celebrated December 27 


85 JOHN was a Galilean, the ſon of Zebedee and 
Salome, younger brether to St. James, together 
with whom he was employed in fiſhing : Before his 
coming to Chriſt, he ſeems for ſome. time to have been 
a diſciple to John the baptiſt, being probably that other 
diſciple that was with Andrew, when they left the 
Baptiſt to follow our Saviour ; ſo particularly does he 
relate all circumſtances of theſe tranſactions, though 
modeſtly, as in other parts of his goſpel, concealing his 
on name. r N 
Ihere is not much mention of him in facred” writ, 
More than hg is recorded of him in conjunction with 
his brother James, he was peculiarly. dear to his Lord 
and Maſter, being the diſciple whom Jeſus loved,“ 
witneſs his lying in-our Saviour's boſom at the paſchal 
ſupper; as alſo when Peter was defirous to know which 
of them our Redeemer meant; when he ſaid, © One of 
© them ſhall betray him, and durft not himſelf propound 
mme queſtion, he made uſe of St. John to aſk dur Lord, 
indeed when Chriſt was firſt apprehended, he fled-with 
the other apoſtles, it not being without probability of 
reaſon- that the ancients conceived him to have been 
_. that young man, who followed aſter our Saviour, having 
1 linen Cloth caſt about his naked body, whom, when 
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the offigers laid hold upon, he left the cloth, and fled 
naked from them ; but though he eſcaped at preſent, to 
avoid that ſudden violence, which was offered him: 
yet ſoon recovered himſelf, and returned to ſeek his 
Maſter, and waited upon him through the ſeveral paf- 
ſages of his trial till his crucifixion, Here it was that 
our Saviour appointed him guardian of his mother, and 
made her a part of his charge and care. At the firſt 
news of our Lord's reſarre@ion, he accompanied Peter 
to the ſepulchre, thoſe two apoſtles having a more 
mutual intimacy than any of the reſt, and had ran many 
hazards together, and adhered cloſely to one another 
upon all occaſions, | | 
The ancients ſay, that after the death of the bleſſed 
virgin, St. John went into Aſia, and applied himſelf - 
wholly to the propagation of chriſtianity, having planted 
ſeveral famons churches there ; after ſome years con- 
tinuance there, he was accuſed to Domitian, the bloody 
perſecuting Roman emperor, as a ſubyerter of the religion 
of the empire, by whoſe commands the conſul of Aſia 
ſent him bound to Rome, where, it is related, he was 
pa into a chaldron of burning oil, but the- divine 
rovidence- delivered this holy man from his ſeeming 
inevitable deſtruction unhurt; the cruel emperor not 
being ſatisfied with this, orders him to be baniſhed to + 
Patmos, a difconſvlate iſland in Greece, where he 
remained ſeveral years, inſtructing the inhabitants in the 
faith of Chriſt, Here it was that about the latter end 
of Domitian's reign, he writ his book of the revela- 
tions. | | 
Bloody Demitian being taken out of the way, Cocceus 
Nervi ſucceeded in the empire, who being of a milder 
temper, repealed the barbarous edicts of his predeceſſor; 
recalling thoſe that were baniſhed for the chriſtian name; 
whereupon St. John left Patmos and returned into Aſia, 
fixing his reſidence at Epheſius, where it is ſaid he - 
wrote his goſpel; he writ alfo three epiſtles, which with 
the poof ny 5 are all repoſed in the ſacred canon, and 
univerſally admired. He lived till the time of the 
emperor Trajau, about the beginning of W 
l | . e 
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he departed this life about the ninety ninth year of his 
age, as is generally thought. But others ſuppoſed he 
died a martyr, becauſe our Saviour told him and his 
brothers, That they ſhould drink of the cups and be 
© haptized with the baptiſm wherewith he was baptized ;* 
which was indeed licerally fulfilled with his brother 
James ; yet though he was not murdered, he may be 
truly tiled a martyr, his being put into .a veſſel of 
ſcalding oil, as we have noted, his many years baniſh- 
ment, and other ſafferings for the cauſe of Chriſt, juſtly 
challenging that title; it being not want of good will 
either in him or bis enemies, but the divine Providence 
immediately overruling the powers by nature, that 
prevented the malice of his adverſaries from putting 
their cruel intentions into execution, 

Others deny that he died at all, but is fill alive: 


The occaſion of which error is founded upon what 


paſſed between our bleſſed Sayiour and St. Peter, con- 
cerning this apoſtle; for Chriſt haying told Peter what 
ſhould be his own fate, Peter enquites what ſhould 
become of St, John, to whom our ford anſwered, If 
« I will that he tarry till I come, what, is that to thee ?? 
which. was miſanderitood by the apoſtles, though St. 
John himſelf, who records that paſſage, inſerts a caution, 
That Jeſus did not ſay he ſhould not die.“ From the 
ſame original. alſo came the tradition, that he only lay 
ſleeping in his grave at Epheſius, which tory was a long 
time current. He ſeems to have always led 2 fingle life, 
and ſo the ancients tell us, that all the apoſtles were 


married except St. John and St, Paul. He had no great 


advantages by human learning, but his want of it was 
abundantly ſupplied in his excellent temper of mind, 
and the furnitute of divine graces which he was adorned 


withal. His humility. was admirable, ſtudiouſly con- 


cealing his own worth and honour. He diſcovered a 
mighty affection to the ſouls of men, unwearied in 
ſpending himſelf for the. ſervice of the goſpel ; travel- 

from. ealt to welt. to leaven the world with that 
holy religion which he was ſent to propagate ;. he was 


_ extremely vigilant againk | heretics, Countermiaing 


their 
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their artifices, antidoting againſt the poiſon of their 
errors, and avoiding all communion and converſation 
with their perſons. * | | 
— 
The LIFE of Sr. PETER the Apoſtle, who 


was crucified at Rome, with his head downward. 
His Feſtival is celebrated by the Church, June 20. 


T. PETER was born at Bethſaida, a place that had 
the honour of our Saviour's preſence, who reſiding 
-uſually in thoſe parts, did often reſort thither. He is 
generally thought to be but ten years older than his 
maſter, which his married condition, and the reſpeQ 
ſhewed him by the reſt of the apoftles, for his gravity 
of perſon, with other circamſtances, ſeem to confirm, 
Being circumciſed according to the law, bis name then 
given him was Simon, to which our bleſſed Lord added 
that of Cephas, fignitying a ſtone, or rock, which is 
Peter in Engliſn. He was brother to St. Andrew the 
apoſtle, who firſt brought him to the knowledge of the 
goſpel. Their father was Jonah of Bethſaida, probably - 
a fiſherman, who had the honour, as well as Zebedee, to 
have each of them two of their ſons among our Saviour's 
apoſtles though bat twelve in number. Peter was em- 
ployed in fiſhing in the ſea of Galilee, being one hun- 
dred furlongs in length, and forty in breadth, the 
water Clear and ſweet, and ftored with ſeveral forts 
an TK ABS abs x 
And here let us admite at the wonderful methods of 
divine Providence, that ſuch low and mean men ſhould, 
be armed with divine power, as to ruin the kingdom 
of Satan, The vile apoftate, Julian, objected againſt 
the prophets of the old teſtament, that they were a cum - 
pany of rude illiterate men; but we find that theſe 
unlearned men and innocent apoſtles, by the aſſiſtance 
of the Almighty, ſuddenly and powerfully prevailed gvet 
the Note world. Our Saviour 3 West l 
peculiar perſons to propagate his el through 
nations, made Wi . e7Þ to be bes 8 and 
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Simon Peter is, by the evangeliſts, put in the front of 
It may be enquired when, and by whom the apoſtles 
were baptized; Nicephorus relates, That of all the 
apoſtles, Chriſt 1 none but Peter with his own 
hands, and Peter baptized Andrew, and the two ſons 
of Zebedee, and the reſt of the apoſtles. Among the 
twelve, our Saviour choſe three, who ſeem to be his 
vear intimate companions, and whom he let into the moſt 
ſecret paſſages and tranſactions of his life, namely, Peter, 
James and John, they being with him at the riſing of 
Jarius's daughter, as alſo at his transfiguration on the 
mount, where Peter deſired our Lords that he might 
build three tabernacles in memory oi that, great tranſac- 
tion ; one author writes, that in purſuance of this peti- 
tion, There were afterwards three churches built upon 
the top of this mountain ; and one writer reports, 
That, in his time, they ſhewed the ruins of theſe three 
Ry which were built according to St. Peter's 
re. 725 | 

After our Lord had entered Jeruſalem in triumph, he 
retired to-Bethany, and diſpatched Peter and John, te 
make a preparation for the pafſover ; accordingly they 
found the perſon whom he had deſcribed to them, and 
followed him to his houſe, which whether it was St. 
John the evangeliſt's, fituate near Mount Sion, or Simon 
the leper, or Nicodemus, or Joſeph of Arimathea, is 
uncertain. Theſe two, with St. James, accompanied him 
to the garden in his agony ; and Euſebius writes, That 
even in his time, chriſtians were. wont to come hither 
ſolemaly to offer up their prayers to God, and Chrift 
e Our Lord being aſcended into heaven, and 

aving fulfilled his promiſe of ſending the Holy Ghoſt, 
the apoſtles and diſciples continued awhile at Jeruſalem, 
being toſſed about with gentle ſtorms, but upon occaſion 
of the martyrdom of St. Stephen, a violent perſecution 
fell upon them, which diſperſed them into ſeveral coun- 
tries, about the end of the reign of Caligula, that bar- 
barous Romanemperor; Peter having viſited thechurches, 
. returned to Jerubal a, and Herod Agrippa, n wake 
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Herod the great, having attained the kingdom of Jadea, 
he, to ingratiate himſelf with the people, put St. James 
to death, and finding this ful to the vulgar, ap- 
-prehended St. Peter, and ſent him to priſon, placin 


ſtrong 


guards to ſecure him, but the angels of the Lo 


delivered him in the night before his enemies deſigned 
to execute him; but betore this he is ſaid to have gone 
down to Antioch, and to have planted the chriſtian 


pr rene 368 found a church there, as Euſebius aad others 
After this he went to Rome, about the ſecond year 
of the emperor Claudius, and being mindful of the 

churches which he had gathered in Pontus, Galatia, 
padocia, Bythinia, and Afia the leſs, writ his firſt 
epiſtle to them, and then took care to propagate the 
chriſtian faith in the weſtern part of the world, after he 
had continued ſome years at Rome, the Jews raiſing 
ſeditious tumults in the city, they were baniſhed from 
thence ; among whom was St. Peter, who from thenee 
returned back to Jeruſalem, and was preſent at the 


at 
oai 
was in Britain, and converted many to chriſtianity : 
But toward the end of Nero's reign he returned to 
Rome, where he found the people's minds hardened 
againſt embracing the chriſtian religion, by the ſubtilties - 
and magic arts of Simon Magus; this impoſtor reſided 
in Samaria, where St. Philip the deacon preached with 
much 8 confirming: the ſame by IN ; how. 
ever, Simon was in great reputation the people, 
and ſtiled himſelf The —— Power of God, ark 
and affirming chat he was the ſupreme Deity, worſhip- 
_ ped by all gazions ; the apaltits ſent Peter and John 
from Jerufalem to Philip's aſſiſtance, who, when they 
came thicker, laid their hands upon the new converts, 
whereupon they preſently received the Holy Ghoſt ; 
which when Simon ſaw, he offered them money, if they 
would confer that power upon him. But Peter perceiv- 
ing his vile intentions, cornfully rejected his impious 
offer. However, by his witcherafts and ſorce ries, he at 


Ca 


apoſtolical ſynod, where the controverſy about 
cal rites was determined; ſome report, that he 


length 
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length became acceptable to the emperor as well as the 


vulgar; Nero, that monſter, had much veneration for 
him, being patron of the magicians, and all thoſe who 
hare commerce with the infernal powers, and Peter 
being returned to Rome, reſolved to encounter him, and 
diſcover the impoſtors and deluſions of this wretche® 
About that time, an eminent young gentleman, kinſ- 
man to the emperor, died at Rowe, and the fame of 
Peter's having power to raiſe the dead, his friends were 
rſuaded to ſend for him, but others propoſe Simon 
Magus, who readily came, being glad of the occatiow 
to magnify himſelf before the people, and Peter being: 
preſent, Simon alledged, That he had provoked * the 
« great power of God, and ſhould loſe his life if he did 
Rat .. raiſe the dead perſon, but if Peter prevailed, he 
himſelf would ſubmit to the ſame fate; Peter accepted 
he terms, and Simon began his charms and enchant- 
ments, whereat the dead gentleman ſeemed to move his 
hand, upon which the people ſhouted, and cried he was- 
alive, and talked to Simon; and began to aſſault Peter; 
the apoſtle intreated their patience, aud told them it was 
nothing but fancy and appearance, and that if Simos 
© were temoved from the bed-fide this deluſion would ſoog 
vaniſh; which done, the body remained without the 
leaſt ſigu of motion. Peter ſtanding at à good diſtance, 
from the bed, filently made his addreſs to heaven, and 
then before them all, commanded the young man in the 
name of the Lord Jeſus to ariſe, which he did tmmedi- 
ately, and ſpoke, walked, and eat, and was by Peter 
reſtored to his mother. The people hereupon altered 
their opinions, and fell upon Simon, with intent to have 
ſtoned him; but Peter begged. bis life, and told them, 
It would be puniſhment enough for him to fee that in 

_ Eelpite- of his malice the kingdom of Chriſt ſhoild in- 


7 


czeaſe and flouriſm. | 2 

_ © - + The magician was inwardly tormented with this de- 

feat, and vexed to ſee the triumph of the apbſtle, and 
muſtered up all his fernal powers, acquainted the Po: 
© | * 3 r 55 


1 


F 120 


Tae LIFE Or 


Herod the great, having attained the kingdom of Judea, 
he, to ingratiate himſelt with the people, put St.. James 
to death, and finding this grateful to the vulgar, ap- 
prehended St. Peter, and fent him to priſon, placin 
ſtrong guards to ſecure him, but the angels of the Lond 
delivered him in the night before his enemies defigned 
to execute him; but betore this he is ſaid to have gone 
down to Antioch, and to have planted the chriſtian 
provne Ng found a church there, as Euſebius and others 
record. 
After this hie went to Rome, about the ſecond year 
of the emperor Claudius, and being mindful of the 
churches which he had gathered in Pontus, Galatia, 
Capadocia, Bythinia, and Atia the leſs, writ his firſt 
epiſtle to them, and then took care to propagate the 
chriſtian faith in the weſtern part of the world, after he 
had continued ſome years at Rome, the Jews raiſing 
ſeditious tumults in the city, they were baniſhed from 
thence ; among whom was St. Peter, who from thenee 
returned back to Jeruſalem, and was preſent at the 
great apoſtolical ſynod, where the controverſy about 
oſaical rites was determined; ſome report, that he 
was in Britain, and converted many to chriſtianity : 
But toward the end of Nero's reign he returned to 
Rome, where he found the people's minds hardened 
againſt embracing the chriſtian religion, by the ſubtilties - 
and magic arts of Simon Magus; this impoſtor reſided 
in Samaria, where St. Philip the deacon preached with 
much ſucceſs, confirming the ſame by miracles ; how. 
ever, Simon was in great reputation among the people, 
and ſtiled himſelf 'The great Power of God, and 
and affirming that he was the ſupreme Deity, worſhip- 
ped by all gations ; the apoſtles ſent Peter and John 
from Jeruſalem to Philip's aſſiſtance, who, when they 
came thicker, laid their hands upon the new converts, 
whereupon they preſently received the Holy Ghoſt ; 
which when Simon ſaw, he offered them money, if they 
would confer that power upon him. But Peter perceiv- 


ing his vile intentions, ſcornfully rejected his impious 
offer. However, by his watchcrafts and ſorce ries, he at 


length 
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length became acceptable to the emperor as well as the 
vulgar ; Nero, that monſter, had much veneration for 
FY him, being patron of the magicians, and all thoſe who 
| have commerce with the infernal powers, and Peter 
being returned to Rome, reſolved to encounter him, and 
diſcover the impoſtors and deluſions of this wretched 
man. | 
About that time, an eminent young gentleman, kinſ- 
man to the emperor, died at Rome, and the fame of 
Peter's having power to raiſe the dead, his friends were 
. perſuaded to ſend for him, but others propoſe Simon 
Magus, who readily came, being glad of the occaſion 
to magnify himſelf before the people, and Peter being 
preſent, Simon alledged, That he had provoked * the 
« oreat power of God, and ſhould loſe his life if he did 
not raiſe the dead perſon, but if Peter prevailed, he 
himſelf would ſubmit to the ſame fate; Peter accepted 
the terms, and Simon began his charms and enchant- 
ments, wkereat the dead gentleman ſeemed to move jus 
hand, upon which the people ſhouted, and cried he was- 
alive, and talked to Simon; and began to aſſault Peter; 
the apoſtle intreated their patience, aud told them it was 
nothing but fancy and appearance, and that if Simon 
were removed from the ed. üde this deluſion would ſoop 
vaniſh ; which done, the body remained without the 
leaſt ſigu of motion. Peter ſtanding at a good diſtance 
from the bed, filently made his addreſs to heaven, and 
then before them all, commanded the young man in the 
name of the Lord Jeſus to ariſe, which he did immedi- 
ately, and ſpoke, walked, and eat, and was by Pete: 
reſtored to his mother. The people hereupon altered 
their opinions, and fell upon Simon, with intent to have 
ſtoned him; but Peter begged his life, and told them, 
It would be puniſhment enough for him to ſee that in 
deſpite of his malice the kingdom of Chriſt ſhould in- 
creaſe and flouriſh, | | 
The magician was inwardly tormented with this de- 
feat, and vexed to ſee the triumph of the apoſtle, and 
muſtered up all his Mfernal powers, acquainted the peo. 
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ple, That he was offended at the Galileans, as he called 
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the chriſtians, and therefore ſet a day when they ſhould 
ſee him fly up to heaven, and accordingly he went up 
to the top of the capital, and throwing himſelf from 
thence, Vegi his flight, which the ſpectatots beheld 
with wonder and veneration, affirming that this muſt be 
from the power of God, and not of man: Peter 
ſtanding in the crowd, prayed to God, that the people 
might be undeceived, and that the vanity of the ĩimpoſtor 
might be diſcovered to the confuſion of him, and ſhame 
of his admirers ; immediately the wing which he had 
made himſelf began to fail, ſo that he fell to the ground, 
miſerably braiſed with the fall, and ae Tobey to a 
neighbouring village, died ſoon after. end of this 
wretched man coming to the emperor's ear, haſtened St. 
Peter's death. Nero, no doubt, had been formerly- 
diſpleaſed with him, on account of his chriſtianity, and 
that he ſo ſtrictly preached up temperance and chaſtity, 
thereby reclaiming ſo many women in Rome, from a 
diſſolute and vicious life, which was {o diſagreeable to 
his wanten laſcivious temper, to which he was a ſlave ;- 
and being by his means robbed of his dear companion, 
he reſelved upon revenge, cauſing St. Peter, (as alſo _ 
St. Paul, who was at that time at Rome) to be caſt into 
the maritime priſon, where they employed themſelves 
in preaching to the priſoners, and thoſe who viſited 
them. And here it 1 iapgoRed, St. Peter writ his 
ſecond epiftle to the diſperſed Jews, to confirm them in 
the faith, and fortify them againſt thoſe pernicious 
principles and praftices, which even then began to break 
1n upon the chriſtian church, a | 915 
Nero returning from Achaia, and entering Rome with 
triumph, reſolved St. Peter ſhould fall a ſacrifice to his 
cruelty, While the fatal firoke was daily expected, the 
chriſtians at Rome earneſtly ſolicited him to make his 
eſcape, and reſerve himſelf for turther ſervice -to the 
church; which at length prevailed with him, and the next 
night having prayed with, and taken leave of his brethren, 
iz related, That he got over the priſon wall, and being 


Sr. PETER, 123 


come to the city gate, he is there ſaid to have met with 
our Lord, who was juſt entering the city : Peter, it is 
ſaid, aſked him, Lord, whither art thou going? from 
whom he preſently received this anſwer, © I am come 
to Rome, to be crucified the ſecond time; by which 
reply, Peter apprehended himſelf to be reproved, and 
that our Lord meant it of his death, that he was to be 
crucified in his ſervant ; and ſo went back to the priſon, 
.and ſurrendered himſelf to the keeper, as being ready 
to acquieſce in the will of God. | 
Before his ſuffering he was ſcourged after the Roman 
manner, who uſe to whip capital offenders betore they 
ſuffered, Having ſaluted his brethren, and taken his 
laft leave of St. Paul, his fellow priſoner, he was led up 
to the top of the Vatican mount, being ſentenced to be 
crucified, the moſt painful and ſhameful of all deaths: 
He then intreated the officers that he might not be 
crucified the ordinary way, but ſuffer with his head 
downward, and feet up to heaven, as being unworthy 
to die in the ſame poſture as his bleſſed Maſter, his body 
being taken down, was (aid to have been embalme} by 
Marcellinus, the preſbyter, after the Jewiſh way, and 
then buried in the Vatican, where it lay obſcurely till 
the reign of Conſtantine the great, who had ſo much 
reverence for this apoſtle, that he built a church in the 
Vatican to his memory, which is now one of the moit 
famous cathedrals in the world. This account of his 
death, though not mentioned in holy writ, is recorded 
by the ancient eccleſiaſtical hiſtorians, but with what 
certainty it is, we mult leave the reader to judge. 
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The, LIFE of Sr. JA MES the Great, who 
= < was beheaded at Feruſalem, 


£ His Feſtival is celebrated, July 25. 
8 JAMES, firnamed the great, either becauſe of 


MJ his age, or for ſome peculiar honour our Saviour 
conferred upon him, was a Galilean born, the ſon ot 
Zebedee, a fiſherman ; his mother's name was Mary, 
| ; called 
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called alſo Salome, he was employed by his father in 
the trade of fiſhing, in the exerciſe of which our Saviour 
found him, when he paſſed by the fea of Galilee ; where 
he called him to be his diſciple, which he readily obeyed, 
leaving his aged father with the ſervants to manage his 
affairs ; not Yong aſter %1s firſt calling, from the ſtation 


ef an ordirary diſciple, he was appointed to the apoſtolical 


office, and honoured with ſome peculiar acts of favour 
beyond moſt of the apoſtles, being one of the three whom 
eur bleſſed Saviour made choice of to admit to the more 
intimate ttanſactions of his life, made 

Thus with Peter, and his brother John, he was preſent 
at the miraculous raifing of Jarius's danghter, admitted 
to Chriſt's glorious trabsſiguration in the mount, and 
taken along with him into the garden, to be a ſpeRator 
of his bitter and terrible agony ; nor was it the leaſt 
inſtance of the particular honour our Saviour beſtowed 
upon theſe apoſtles, that upon his calling of them, he 
gave him a new.name and title, 

Our holy Redeemer, in his journey tewards Jeruſalem, 
in order to his crucifixion, that he might the better 


prepare the minds of his apoftles for his departure from 


them; diſceurſed to them about bis way and that 
he ſheuld be put to death, and after three days ſhould 
riſe again; but they whoſe minds were elevated with 
the expectation of a temporal power and monarchy, 
underſtood not the meaning of what he related to them, 
However, James and his brother, ſuppoſing the reſur- 
rection which te ſpoke of, would be the time when his 
dignity and greatneſs would commence, perſuaded their 
mother to put-up a petition for them to our Lord, who 
according!y addreſſed him, humbly deſiring, that when 
he took poſſeſſion of his kingdom, her ſons might have 
the two principal places of honour and dignity, by 
ſitting one on the right hand, and the other on the left. 
Our bleſſed Saviour directing his diſcourſe to the two 
apoſtles ; told them, that they quite miſtook the 
« nature of his kingdom, which did not confilt in ex- 
« ternal pomp and ſplendor, but in inward life and 
power, that they would Go well to confider, \ I 
ü a Annen 
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« they were able to undergo what he was to ſuffer,” 
They probably not underſtanding the force of his 
reaſoning, anſwered, they were able to do it; Jeſus 
taking no advantage of their raſh and inconfiderate re- 
ply, anſwered, that as for ſuffering they would indeed 
© partake of it as well as he; but for any peculiar honour 
bor dignity, he could not diſpoſe of any of that kind 
© any otherwiſe than according to theſe rules and in- 
ſtructions which he received from his father,” the reit 
of the apoſtles were offended at this ambitious requeit ; 
but our dear Redeemer to qualify their paſſions, dit. 
courſed to them at large of the nature of the evangelt- 
ſtate, and the difference between that and the Kingdon: 
of the world ; with which excellent reaſoning their 
hearts on all fides were allayed and pacified. 7” 
What became of St. James after our Saviour's aſcen- 
ſion, we have no account of, either from ſacred or 
ecclefiaftic hiſtory ; ſome affirm, that after the martyr- 
dom of St. Stephen, when the chriſtians were diſperſed, 
he came to the weftern parts of the world, even to 
Britain and Ireland; and having planted chriſtiauity 
among them, returned to Jeruſalem, but ic ſeems im- 
| Rebel on ſeveral accounts; and therefore it is ſaſeſt 
to confine his miniſtry. to Judea, and the parts adjacent, 
and to ſeek for him at Jeruſalem, where we are ſure to 
find him. | | | 
At this time Herod Agrippa, the ſon of Ariſtobulus, 
being in great favour with Claudius the Roman emperor, 
he confirmed to him the kingdom of Judea, and all the 
provinces that his grandfather Herod the great enjoyed; 
who being ſenſible that the moſt probable way to gain 
the affection of the Jews, was to perſecute the chriſtians ; 
he reſolves: accordingly to fall upon them; and finding 
St. James vigorous in contending for the truth, commanJs 
him to be apprehended, and ſentenced to die; the. 
ſoldier. who Shaved his great conſtancy and courage 
at his trial, fell at his feet, begging pardon for what he 
had done againſt him; the holy man raifed him up and 
kiſſed him, who thereupon publicly profeſſed himfelf to 
* 17 | be 
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be a chriſtian, and ſo they were both beheaded at the 
ſame time. | 

His death was not long unrevenged, of which the 
aucients give the following account, that Herod going 
to Samaria, he proclaimed ſolemn ſights and feſtival 
entertainments to be had in honour of Cæſar; early in 
the morning, he came in great ſtate to the theatre 
erected for Rag to make an oration to the people, 
gorgeouſly arrayed in a robe curiouſly wrought with 
tilver, gold, and jewels, ſo that the luſtre thereof made 
the people cry out, that he was ſome deity, and beyond 
the common ſtandard of humanity ; this impious applauſe 
he received with much pleaſure, but the comic part was 
foon turned into a tragedy ; for looking up, he eſpied 
an owl fitting over his head, which he inſtantly appre- 
hended as a fatal meſſenger of inevitable-ruin, by the 
juſt judgment of almighty God ; and thereupon an in- 
curable melancholy ſeized upon his mind, as well as 


-exquiſite torments upon his body ; upon which turning 


to thoſe about him, « You may here ſee yourſelves 
« evidently convinced of flattery and falſhood ;- you ſee 
« me, whom you cailed a god, am, by the laws of fate, 
condemned to die, and he whom you counted immortal 
ready to give up the ghoſt,” His pigs continually 
increaſed upon him, and though his favourites prayed 
-arneſtly to the Gods for his health, yet his acute tor- 
tures at length put a period to his miſerable life. 


— 
—— — 


The LIFE of Sr. JAMES rhe lf, who wa 
knocked on the bead with a fuller's club. 


His Feſtival is celebrated with St. Philip's, May 1. 


"HIS apoſtle is probably conjeRured to be the 2 
of Joſeph, aſterward the huſband of the bl . 
virgin, by his firſt wife, and ſo reputed our Lord's brother, 
and the ſon of Joſeph ; and though he is likewiſe called 
the fon of Alpheus, this may probably relate tons 
being a diſciple of ſome particular ſect of the Jews, 
called Alpheans. We have little account of Nn, 

an 
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and former life, but find that after the reſurrection, ke 
was honoured with the particular appearance of our 
Lord to him, which, though not mentioned by the 
evangcliſts, is recorded by St. Paul; one of the ancients 
relates, he had ſolemnly ſworn, that from the time he 
drank the cup, at the inſtitution of the laſt ſupper, he 
would cat bread no more till our Lord returned from 
the grave, who thereupon appeared to him, commanding 
bread to be ſet before him, which he took, bleſſed, 
and break, and gave to St. James, ſaying, eat thy bread 
my brother, for the ſon of wan is truly riſen from them 
© that ſleep.” 

His reſidence was for the moft part at Jeruſalem, to 
him we find St. Paul makes his addreſs after his conver- 
ſion ; to him St. Peter ſent the news of his miraculous 
deliverance out of priſon ; but he was principally aftive 
in the ſynod at Jeruſalem, in the great controverſy 
about the Moſaic rites. He diſcharged his office like 
a diligent and faithful guide to ſouls ; ſtrengthening the 
weak, informing the ignorant, reducing the crroneous, 
reproving the obſtinate, and by the tervency of his 
preaching, ſubdued the Rubbornneſs of the refractoty 
and perverſe generation ; and many principal perſons 
being brought over to a compliance with the chriſtian 
faith, it awakened the enyy and malice of his enemics to 
conſpire his ruin, vexed they were, that Paul, by appeal- 
ing to Cæſar, had eſcaped their hands, and therefore 
turn their revenge upon St. James, which not being able 
to: effect under Feſtus's government, they vigorouſly 
attempted under the procuratorſhip of Albinus, his ſuc- 
ceſſor, before the new government could arrive; to 
which end a council is ſummoned with all expedition, 
and the apoſtles and others arraigned and condemned as 

violaters of the law, and for the more plauſible managing 
their deſigns, they ſet the ſcribes and phariſees to en 
St. James, inſinuating that they had a great opinion of 
his ſanctity, and that the whole Jewiſh nation gave him 
the teſtimony of being a juſt man; they therefore de- 
fired that he would reduce the people from their falſe 
opinion, * that Jeſus was the Meſſ}an,” and would to Wot 

une ene 
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© the ſon of man? he ſits in 
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end take the opportunity of the univerſal confluence 01 
people to the paichal ſolemnity, and go with them to the 
top of the temple, where he might be ſeen and heard 
of all ; being accordingly placed to advantage upon a 
r or wing of the temple, they thus addreſſed kim: 
ell us, O Juſtus, or James, whom we know and 

© believe to be a righteous man, what is the reaſon that 
© the people are ſo generally led away, to adore _ Jeſus 
© who was crucified at Jeruſalem, and what are the 
© doctrines and precepts which he publiſhed to the world, 
© and where is his refidence: fince his pretended reſurtec- 
© tion from the dead ?* to which the apoſtle anſwered, 
with an audible voice, © Why do you enquire of Jeſus, 
hrs on the right hand 

© of the Majeſty on high, and will come again in the clouds 


of heaven.“ The people below hearing this, glorified 


the bleſſed Jcſus. - The ſcribes and phariſees perceiving 
themſelves diſappointed, and that inſtead of reclaiming, 
they confirmed {v4 multitudes in their ſuppoſed error, 
thought the only remedy was to diſpatch him out of the 
way, that from this ſad fate, others might be warned 
not to perſiſt in the belief of Jeſus ; whereupon the 

ſuddenly cried: out, that James himſelf was ſeduced, 


and beeome-an impoſtor, and threw him down frem the 


lace whereon he ſtood, whereby he was ſorely bruiſed, 
t not killed fo that he recovered ſo much ſtrength as 
to get upon bis knees, and pray to heaven for them; 
vexed that they had not diſpatched him, they fell afreſh 
upon the remainder of his life; and while he was yet 
praying, one ſtepping in and intreating him to ſparc 
im, a juſt religious man Who Was crying to heaven to 
forgive them; began to aſſault him with a ſhower of 
ſtones, till one, more mercifully cruel than the reft, 

beat out his brains with a fuller's club, | 
.- 'Thus died this good man, in the ninetieth year ef his 
age, and about tweaty four years alter Chriſt's aſcenſion, 
to the great grief and regret of all picus men, Jews as 
well as others, and was buried in mount Oliver, in a 
tomb which he had built for himſelf, and had therein 
buried Zacharias and old Simeon, He was of nn 

| | | F an 
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and extraordinary piety, educated under the ſtricteſt 
rules and inftitutions of religion, being, as is ſuppoſed, 
of the ancient order of the Rechabites, whoſe buſineſs 
and delight ſeemed to be to converſe only with heaven, 
and was wont to retire alone to the temple to pray, which 
he always performed kneeling, till by his inceſſant de- 
votions, it is related, that his knees became as hard and 
brany as a camel's. He writ only one epiſtle, probably 
not long before his martyrdom ; he directed it to the 
Jewiſh converts, diſperſed up and down thoſe eaſtern 
countries, to comfort them under ſufferings, and to 
confirm them againſt error, | 


5 
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The LIFE of Sr. PHILIP the Apaſile, who 
bas hanged np againſt @ pillar, at Hierapolir, a 
city of Phrygia. | | 
His Feſtival, with that of St. James the Jeſs, is 

celebrated May 1. | 


T. PHILIP was born at Bethſaida, near the ſea 

of Tyberias. We read nothing of his parents, nor 
way of life in the holy goſpels, though probably he was 
a fiſherman, the common trade of that place; he had the 
honour to be the firſt called to be Chrift's diſciple ; for our 
Lord after his return ffom the wilderneſs, haying met 
with Andrew and his brother Peter, after ſome ſhort 
diſcourſe parted from them, and the next day pafling 
through Galilee, he found Philip, whom he commanded 
preſently to follow him, which he did accordingly; 
no ſooner had religion taken poſſeſſion of his mind, but 
he goes and finds Nathaniel, acquaints him with the 
tidings of the new found Meſſiah, and conducts him to 
him. After his call to the apoftleſhip, there is not 
much recorded of him in the ſcripture ; it was to him 
the Lord propounded what they could ger in the wil- 
derneſs, that would feed ſo vaſt a multitude ; to whom 
he anſwered, that it would be very difficult to find 
enough in that place; it was to him that the gentile 
pftoſelytes, who came up to the paſſover, addreſſed 


4 themſelves, 
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themſelves, when they deſired to ſee our Saviour. It 
was to him that our bleſſed Redeemer diſcourſed con- 
cerning himſelf, a little before the paſchal ſupper. 
The Lord Jeſus had been fortifying the minds of his 
diſciples, with proper conſiderations againſt his departure 
from them ; he told them, that no man could come to 
the Father but by him. Philip not readily underftanding | 
the tone of our Saviour's rea w_ begged of him that 
he might ſee the Father, Our Lord gently reproved 
his ignorance, that after ſo long attendance upon his 
inſtructions, he ſhould not know that he was the image 
of his Father; the expreſs character of his infinite 
wiſdom, power, and goodneſs, appearing in him; chat 
he ſaid and did nothing but by his Father's appointment, 
which it they did not believe, his miracles were ſuffi. 
cient evidence; that thetefore ſuch demands were un- 
neceſſary and impertinent, and that 1t argued great 
weakneſs, after three years converſe with him, and 
4 under him, and under his diſcipline and inſtruction, that 
1 they ſhould have ſo little underſtanding in theſe 
1 | matters. . | a 4 
In the diſtribution of the ſeveral regions of the world, 
made by the apoſtles, ſome think that upper Aſia was 
the province which was aſſigned to Philip; where he 
ied himſelf with indefatigable diligence and induſtry, 
| ap 8 17 
to recover men out of the ſnare ef Satan, to the embracing 
1 and acknowledging of the truth, and by the conſtancy 
i" of his preaching, and the efficacy of his miracles, gained 
| 
| 
| 
| 


numerous converts, whom he baptized into the chriſ- 

tian faith, at once curing both ſouls and bodies ; their 

ſouls of error and idolatry, and their bodies ef in- 
firmities and diſtempers; healing diſeaſes, diſpoſſeſſing 
demons, ſettling churches, and appointing them paſtors 

yr: ex ; years ſucceſsfully | his apoſ. 

avi r many years ſucceſsfully managed his apoſ- 

tolical office in halle party he came, toward the latter 

|| end of his life, to Hierapolis, in Phrygia, a rich and 
14 populous, but moſt idolatrous place; amongſt the many 
1 vain and trifling deities to whom they paid religious 
1 | _ worſhip, was a ſerpent or dragon, which they worſhipped 
i 1 =" | 6: wit 
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with great and ſolemn veneration ; the apoſtle was 
 prieved to ſec them ſo roſsly enſlaved in error; and 
therefore continually ſolicited heaven, till by prayer he 
had procured the death and deſtruction of this monſtrous 
deity, and then endeavoured to convince them of the 
folly and madneſs of paying divine adoration to ſuch 
filthy and odious creatures, and to declare to them the 
excellency of the chriſtian religion ; wherein he was fo 
ſucceſsful, that the people generaily abhorred their 
former ſottiſh idolatry, and cordially embraced there the 
chriſtian inſtitution, whereupon the enemy of mankind 
ſtirred up the magiſtrates of the city to purſue the old 
methods of perſecution and cruelty, who ſeized upon 
the bleſſed apoftle, and having put him in priſon, cauſed 
him to be ſeverely ſcourged ; after which barbarity, he 
was led to execution, and being bound, was hanged up 
by the neck againſt a pillar, though others write, he 
was crucified, The apoſtle being dead, his body was 
taken down by St. Bartholomew, his fellow ſufferer, 
and his own fifter, who is ſaid to have been the conſtant 
companion of his travels, and decently buried ; after 
which, having confirmed the people in the faith of Chriſt 
=_ departed from thence. | 
t is generally affirmed that St. Philip was married, 
and that he had daughters whom he diſpoſed of in 
marriage ; but though this be granted, yet they not 
Larefully * between Philip the deacon and 
Philip the = » have made ſome 'conclude them to 
be one and the ſame perſon, but with how little reaſon 
will appear, if we conſider that Philip, who could not 
be one of the apoſtelical college, the apoſtles declaring 
upon that occahon, they had affairs of a higher nature 
to attend upon; fo then upon the perſecution that aroſe 
upon St. Stephen's death, the church was dif] 
and they © were all ſcattered abroad throughout the 
regions of Judea and Samaria; and Philip the deacon 
among the ret who went down to the city of Samaria, 
except the apoſtles. who tarried behind at Jeruſalem, and 
when Philip had converted and baptized a confiderable 
vomber in that place, he wad forced ts fend for two 2 
| i 
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the apoſtles from Jeruſalem, that ſo by their hands they 


might receive the Holy Ghoſt ; which had been wholly 


needleſs, had he himſelf been one of the twelve apoſtles, 
St. Philip left no ſacred writings behind him; the 
greater part of the apoftles having little leiſure to write, 
neing employed in the miniſtry, as more immediately 
uſeful and ſubſervient to the happineſs of mankind, 
'Fhis is the account which the eccleſiaſtical writers give 
of this, as well as they do of other apoſtles, though not 
recorded in holy writ. | 


The LIFE of Sr. BARTHOLOMEW 
the Apoſile, aubo was flead alive by the command 
Ja barbarous king. xg 


His Feſtival is celebrated, Auguſt 24. 


HERE is no queſtion but St. Bartholomew was an 

_—_ though the holy ſcriptures takes notice 
only of his name, which occafioned ſeveral ancient and 
modern authors to ſuppoſe that he lies concealed under 
ſome other name ; and that he can be no other than 
Nathaniel, one of the firſt diſciples that came to Chriſt 
accordingly we may obſerve, that as ſome of the eyan- 
geliſts never mention Bartholomew in the number of the 
apoſtles, ſo others take no notice of Nathaniel ; but that 
which renders the thing moſt ſpecious and probable is, 
that we find Nathaniel particularly reckoned up with 
the other apoſtles, to whom our Lord appeared at the 
ſea of Tyberias. 

_ The difficulty being cleared, we proceed to a more 
particular account of him, who is thought by ſome to 
have been a Syrian of a royal extraction, and to have 
derived his pedigree from the Ptolomy's, kings of Egypt. 
But it is manifeſt that he, as well as the reſt of the 
apoſtles, was a Galilean, and of Nathaniel, we know it 
particularly ſaid, that he was of Cana, in Galilee : The 
ſcripture takes no notice of his trade, or way of life, 
though ſome circumſtances ſeem to intimate that he was 
a fiſherman, At his firſt coming to Chriſt, he 1 cow 
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ducted by Philip, who told him they had found the long 
looked for Meſſiah; and when he had objected that the 
Meſſiah could not be born at Nazareth; Philip bids him 
come and ſatisfy himſelf ; at his firſt, appearance, our 
bleſſed Saviour entertains him with the character of a 
man of true ſimplicity and integrity: Surpriſed: he was 
at our Lord's ſalutation, wondering how he could know 
him ſo well at firſt fight, whoſe face he had never ſeen 
before; but he was anſwered, that he had ſeen him 
under the fig tree, before Philip called him. Being 
convinced by this inſtance of our Lord's divinity, he 
preſently made his contefſion, that he was ſure that 
ſeſus was the proiniſed Meſſiah, the ſon of God, whom 
he had appointed to be the king and goveraour of his 
church; our Saviour told him, that if upon theſe in- 
ducements he could believe him to be the Meiſiah, he 
ſnould have far greater arguments to confirm his faith; 
that ere long he ſhould ſee the heavens opened to re- 
ceive him thither, and the angels viſibly appearing to 
attend upon him, 
Concerning our apoltles* travels up and down the 
world, to propagate the chriſtian faith ; the ancients 
give an account, that he went as far as that part of India 
which borders upon Æthiopia, and that he there left a 
copy of St. Matthew's goſpel ; and they relate farther, 
that Paulinus, a man famous for his ill in philoſophy, 
and particularly in the inſtitution of the ſtoies; having 
embraced chriſtianity, he in a devout and zealous imi- 
tation of the apoſtles, was inflamed with zeal to propagate 
the faith of Chriſt in thoſe eaſtern.countries; and came 
as far as India, meeting here with ſome that yet retained 
the knowledge of Chriſt, and found St. Matthew's goſpel . 
written in Hebrew, left there as. the tradition was hy 
St. Bartholomew, one of the twelve apoſtles, when he 
reached the true faith of thoſe nations. 

_ Aﬀter the labours of St. Bartholomew in theſe” parts 
of the world, he returned to the more weſtern and 
northern countries of Aſia; at Itierapolis, in Phrygia, 
we find him in company with Philip, inftru&ing the 
e N wy | inhabitants 
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inhabitants in the principles of chriſtianity, and convinci 


went to Lyconia, 
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them of the folly of their heatheniſh worſhip; which fo 
enraged the idolaters, that he was deſigned for martyr- 
dom at the ſame time with Philip; but upon a ſudden 
conviction that the divine juſtice would revenge their 
deaths, he was taken down and diſmiſſed. | 
Hence it is probable, that after this, St. Bartholomew 
His laſt remove was to Albanople, 
in Armenia the great, a place miſerably overgrown 
with idolatry, from which he ſought to reclaim the 
deluded people. This ſo enraged the governour of the 
country, that he ſentenced him to be crucified ; which 
ſome ſay, he cheerfully ſuffered, comforting and con- 
firming the convert gentiles to the laſt minute of his 
life ; lone ſay he was crucified with his head down- 
ward ; others affirm, that he was flead alive before his 
crucifixion, a barbarity uſed both by the Perſians and 
Egyptians, and from whom they might borrow this 


horrible and inhuman cruelty, 
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The LIFE of Sr. ANDREW the Apoſtle, 


who wet bound to a croſs, from whence he preached 
to the people. | TE 
His Feſtival is obſerved, November 30. 

T. ANDREW was born at Bethſaida, a city of 

Galilee, the ſon of John or Jonas, a fiſherman of 
that town, and brother of Simon Peter ; he was brought 
up to his father's trade, and was employed therein, till 
our bleſſed Saviour called him to another kind of 

John the baptiſt having lately riſen up in the Jewiſh 
church, great multitudes followed him to hear his 
doctrines and exhortations ; he had alſo a number of 
ſele& diſciples, who more particularly accompanied 
him ; in the number of which was our apoſtle St. 
Andrew, who was with him about Jordan. r Lord 
coming that way, upon his a 8 the baptiſt told 
them, that this was the Me ; whereupon: . 

an 


ST. ANDRE W. 135 


and another diſciple followed our Saviour to the place 
of his abode : After ſome diſcourſe with him, Andrew 
goes and acquaints his brother Simon, and both together 
came to Chriſt ; yet ſtaid not long with him, but re- 
turned home and exerciſed their calling for more than a 
year till our holy Redeemer paſling through Galilee, 
fully ſatisfied them of his divinity, and commanded 
them to follow him, which they did. ninmediately ; 
- ſbortly- after, Andrew, together with the reſt, was 
choſen to be one of thoſe that were to be Chriſt's im- 
mediate vicegerents for planting and propagating the 
chriſtian faith. Little elſe is recorded of him 1a the 
ſacred ſtory, his actions being comprehended in the 
general account of the reſt of the apoſtles. Our Lord 
being aſcended into heaven, and the apoſtles diſperſed 
through all nations, to publiſh the everlaſting goſpel, 
ſome of the ancients relate, that Andrew travelled into 
Seythia, where he continued for ſome conſiderable time, 
going from one place to another, preaching the goſpel, 
and ſettling the churches, mecting ia many places with 
great troubles and oppoſition ; hence in proceſs of time 
he came to Byzantium (now called Conſtantinople) 
where he inſtructed the inhabitants in the knowledge of 
the chriſtian religion, and founded a church. 

After this he travelled through "Thrace, Macedonia, 
and Achaia, where for many years he cultivated the 
true faith and at length came to Patrza, à city of 
Achaia, where he gave his laſt and great teſtimony of 
the verity of it, by laying down his life in its defence ; 
of the manner of whoſe martyrdom. ſome authors give 
the following account, . 

Agas, proconſul of Afia, coming to Patræa, and 
obſerving that numbers of the people had embraced the 
chriſtian doctrine he endeavoured to reclaim them; 
whereupon the apoſtle went to him, and expoſtulated 
with him about the matter, hut the proconſul derided 
him as the propagator of a religion, the author and 
publiſher whereof the Jews had infamouſly put to death 
upon the croſs, bs f | 

The apoſtle from hence toq; occaſion to demonſtrate 
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the excellency and eertainty of that religion, but the 
governovr world hear nothing againſt his own ſuperſti- 
tious and idolatrous worſhip ; and threatened him, that 
the did not offer ſacrifice to his Pagan idols, he ſhould 
ſuffer death upon the oroſs, in conformity to the firſt 
breacher of that new faith which he profeſſed ; after 
which he was commanded back to priſon, The next 
day he was brought before the proconſul, who perſuaded 
him not to Joſe his liſe, and the pleaſurcs of this world, 
ſor an uncertzin reward in another. "the apoſtle on 
the contrary infiſted upon the folly and vanity of all 
wordly enjoyrient, and the certainty of a day of Judg- 


ment, when Gery man mult give an „account of all 


* he hath done in the bade, whether it be good or 
* whether it be evil; that it he did not believe in Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Savicur of the world, he muſt certainly 
endure eternal torments in hell. | 

This fo enraged the proconſul, that he told him be 
mult either inſtantly renounce his fond opinions, or elſe 
he ſnould ſuffer the greateſt torments that could be in- 
flicted on him. | ES 

The apoftle replied, that he ſcared not his tortures, 
and did not doubt but Chrift would ſtrengthen him to 
endure all manner of barbarity, rather than deny his 
former profeſſion of the true-faith. Ihe proconſul then 
eommanded him to be ſcourged by ſeven officers, called 
Lictore, who ſucceflively whipt his naked body; but 
feeing his great patience and undauntedneſs under this 
cruel uſage, he comman ed him to be crucified, but not 
to be faſtened with nails, but tied with cords, that he 
might be the longer in dying. 

Being come within fight of the croſs, he heartily re. 
joiced, {aying, that he long defired and expected that 
happy hour, wherein he might bear teſtimony to his 
slerious and renowned Maſter ; After having prayed 
and exhorted zhe people to continue . conſtant in the 
faith; which he in his lifetime delivered to them, he 
was faſtened to the croſs, whereon it is ſaid he hung 
two days, teaching and inftruting the multitude all the 
white, and exhorting them to ſuffer cheerfully what 
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ſoever cruelties their enemies ſhould inflift upon thein, 
if they ſhould be called to bear witneſs to the truth, 
In the mean time great importunity was uſed to the 

roconſul to take kim down from the croſs ; but the 

leſſed apoſtle earneſtly begged of our Lord, that he 
might at this time ſeal the truth with his blood, and 
God heard his prayer, and he immediately expired, 
Nov. zo, though in what year it is as uncertain as that 
this account, given by Eccleſiaſtical hiſtorians, is to be 
depended on.. | 


* 


— — * 
— — Þ —— 
— — —— — — — 


——— 


The LIFE of ST. THOMAS e Apoſile, whe 
ewas run through with a lance at Cormandel in the 


Eaft Indies. 
His Feſtival is obſerved, December 21. 


12 Jews, as we have obſerved, uſed commonly 
when travelling into other countries, or familiarly 
converſing with the Greeks and Romans, to aſſume to 
themſelves a Greek or Latin name of affinity, and 
ſometimes of the very ſame ſignification, with that of 
their own country. Thus St. Thomas, according to 
the Syriac import of his name, was called Dydimus, 
which has the ſame ſigniſication. The hiſtory of the 
goſpel takes no particular notice either of his country 
or kindred : His employment was a fiſherman ; he 
afterwards, together with. the reft, was called to the 
apoſtleſhip ; where not long after he gave an eminent 
inſtance of his hearty willingneſs to undergo the ſaddeſt 
late that might attend them; for when the reſt of the 
rer diſſuaded our Saviour from going to. Judea, left 
the Jews ſhould ſtone him as they 'a little before had 
attempted ; St. Thomas deſires them not to hind: r 
Chriſt's journey thither, though it might coſt them 
their lives; probably concluding that inſtead of raifing 
Lazarus from the dead, they themſelpes ſhould be ſent 
wich him to their own graves, ſo. that he made up in 
pious affectious, what he ſeemed to want in the quick- 

| . ne ſs 
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ſome of our Lord's difcourſes, nor over forward to be- 


told Wing, that the Lord had appeared to them, but he 


would not take advantage of the man's refrattory un- 
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nefs of his underflanding, not readily underſtanding 


lieve, till he had occular demonſtration of bis reſurrec- 
tion, When our Saviour a little before his total ſuffer- 
ings, told his diſciples, that he was going to prepare a 
place for them, which they might follow, as knowing 
where it war, our apoſtle roundly replied, that he 
knew it not, To which Chriſt gives this ſatisfactory 
anſwer, that he was the living way.” | 

Our Lord being dead, his diſciples. were exceedingly 
diſtracted, between. hope and deſpair about his reſurrec- 
tion, which engaged him the ſooner to make his appear- 
ance ; wherefore the very day whereon he aroſe, he 
came into the houſe where they were met together, 
though the doors were faſt ſhut for fear of the Jews. 
At this meeting St. Thomas was ablent, having probably 
never come into their company ſince their diſperſion in 
the garden, where every one's fears prompted them.to 
confalt their own ſafety. At his return the diſciples 


obſtinately refuſed to believe that it was he, except he 
might ſee the very print of his nails, and feel the 
wounds in his fide and hands; his compaſſionate Maſter 


belief, but upon that day ſe'nnight, as they were 
fole:mnly met at their holy worſhip, he appeared to 
them again, and calling Thomas, bid him lock upon 
his hands, and put bis finger in the prints of the nails, 
and thruſt his hand into the hole of his fide, and thereby 
ftrefigthened his faith. 'The*apolitle- was quickly con- 
vinced of his errbr, confeſſing that he acknowledged 
him to be his Lord and maſter. 

Our blefled Redeemer being aſcended into heaven, 
and having eminently given gifts and miraculous powers 
to the apoſtles, St. Thomas, moved thereby to diyine- 
inſpiration, is ſaid to have ſent 15 haddeus, one of the 
ſeventy diſciples, to Agharus, king of Edeſſa, whim. 
he cured of n  inveterate diſtemper, who converted 
him and his JubjeRts to the chriſtian faith. It js re- 
corded, that the province alloted to St. * = 
artali 
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?arthia from whence he proceeded to preach the golpe! 
in Media, Perſia, Carmania, Hyrcania, Bactria, and 
the neighbouring nations. One of the ancients. fays, 
that in Perſia he met with the three wiſe men who came 
that long journey out of the ealit to bring preſents to 
our new born Saviour, whom he baptized, and took 
along with him as his companions. and aſſiſtants in 
preaching the goſpel. Hence he travelled into Æthio- 
pia, and afterward came to India, where we are told he 
was afraid to have ventured himſelf, till he was en- 
couraged by a viſion, that affured him of. the divine 
preſeace and protection. He travelled very far in the 
eaſtern countries, till he arrived at the nation of the 
Brachmans, preaching in all places where he arrived, 
and by the gentle methods, and the efficacy of the 
chriſtian doctrine, he reclaimed the people from their 
blind ſuperſtition and 1dolatry, Tbe Portugals who in- 
habit in thoſe parts, relate, that St. Thomas came firſt 
to Socatora, an iſland in the Arabian fea, where having 
converted many, he travelled farther into the Eaſt, and 
having ſucceſsfully planted the true faith, returned 
back to Cormondel, whereby he began to ere a place 
for divine worſhip, till prohibited by: the prince and. 


prieſt of the kingdom; but the apoſtle having wrought 
ſeveral miracles, the work went on, and the ſultan, or 


king himſe}f, embraced chriftianity, The Erachgaus 
plaialy perceiving that this progreſs of the Seipel W ad 
endanger their inte reſt, and ia fiche extirpate their 
falſe religion, thought it high timigg prevent its ſpread- 
ing, and that it was abſolutely ne Fr 

ſhould be taken out of the way 3M 
far off the city, where St, Thoma 


zd to retite to his 


and their followers purſued him, and while he was 
feryent in prayer, firſt aſſaulted M with darts and 
ſtones, till one of them coming neareꝶ n him through 


with a lance. His body was taken uply his. diſciples, + 


and buried in the church which he ha@grly e dted. 
While one of the viceroys of Portugal ed in thoſe 
parts there were brought him certain Þrafiables, whoſe 
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ary that the apoſtle. 
e was a tomb not 


ſolitudes and private devotions; thither the Brachmars. 
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infcription none could read, till at length by the help of 
a Jew they were found to contain only a donation made 
by St.. Thomas of a piece of ground for building a 
church.. They tell alfo of a famous croſs found in St. 
Thomas's chapel, whereon was engraven an unintelligi- 
ble character, which learned Dramon rendered to this 
effect; that Thomas, a divine perſon, was fent to thoſe 
countries by the Son of God, in the days of king 
Sagamo, to inſtruft the inkabitants in the knowledge 
of the true God ; that he built a church, and perform- 
ed admirable miracles, but at lait while he was upon his 
knees offering his addreſſes to heaven, he was thruft 
through with a ſword, and that this croſs was ſtained 
with his blood, and left as a memorial of theſe tranſ- 
actions. 


The LIFE VJ Sr. JUDE the apoſtle, who was 


1248 ſhot to death with arrows, 
His feaſt is celebrated with St. Simon, October 28. 


HIS apoſtle is mentioned by ſeveral names in the 
hiſtory of the 4 namely, Jude, Thaddeus, 
and Lebbeus, it being uſual in holy writ for the ſame 
gerſon to have more "I r names than one ; the firſt 
was common among the Tok as being the name of one 
of the twelve patriarchs of their nation, which, it is 
thought, he changed as ſonnding ſo like that of Judzs 
Iſcariot, that arch##ra#tor, which was very odious and 
deteſtable among "the chriftians ; and called himſe!f 
Thaddeus, a word oF the very ſame fignification, and 
is ſometimes ftiled Judas, the brother of James; for 
his name Lebbeus it is derived from the Hebrew word 
which ſigniſies à lion, — to Jacob's propheſy, 
That Judas ſhould be a lion, Cc.“ ' 

As to his parentage, he was one of our Lord's kin- 
Ered, the ſonief Joſeph, and the brother of James the 
leſs. We do got find when he was called to the apoſtle. 
hip; only that he was enumerated among them; nor 
is any thing particularly recorded of him afteiwards, 
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more than one queſtion which he propounded to our 
Saviour, who having told them what great things he 
and his Father would do, and what particular maniteſta- 
tions he would make of himſelf to his diſciples and 
followers after his reſurrection; St. Jude, whoſe 
thoughts, as well as of the reſt, were taken up with the 
expectation of a temporal kingdom of the Meſſiah, not 
knowing how that coald confut with the public ſolemn: - 
ty of the glorious ſtate they looked tor, aſked him, 
What was the reaſon that he would mani ſeſt himſelf to 
© them, and not to the world i” Our Lord rephed, 
That the world was not capable of thoſe divine mani- 
© feftations, as being ſtrangers and enemies to what 
© ſhould fir them for ' heaven : That they were only 
good men, perſons of a divine temper of mind, and 
© religious obſervers of his laws and will, whom God. 
© would honour with theſe familiar converies,” 

Euſebius relates expreſsly, that ſoon after our Lord's 
aſcenſion, St. Thomas diſpatched Thaddeus the 1 
to Agbarus, king of Edeſſa, where he healed diſeaſcs, 
wrought miracles, expounded tho doctrine of chnftiani- 
ty, and converted the king and the people to the true 
faith; and. when Agbarus offered him rich gifts and 
preſents for his labour of love in the Lord, he in a 
noble ſeorn replied, That he had little reaſon to re- 
©ceive from others what he had already relinquiſhed ;' 
here he is ſaid to have died peaceably, and to have been 
moſt honourably buried ;. but by the general conſent 'of 
the Latin church, he is ſaid to have travelled to Perſia, 
where after great ſucceſs in his apoſtolical miniſtry for 
many years, he was at laſt, for his free and open re- 
proving ſuperſtitious rites and uſages of the Magi, 
cruelly murdered, by being tied to a ſtake, and ſhot to 
death with arrows. | | 

That he was one of the married diſciples manifeſtly 
appears, becauſe Euſebius gives the following account 
ot his grandſons, Domitian, the bloody Roman tyrant, 
whoſe wickedneſs. had awakened. in him the quickeſt 
jealouſies, and made him ſuſpect every one that had but 
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informed that ſome of the line of David, and Chriſt's 
kindred did yet remain, two grand- children ot St. Jude, 
the brother ot our Lord, were brought before him, who 
nav ing confeſſed they were of the family and race of 
David, he enquired what eſtate and pofleflions they had, 
who told him, © They had only a few acres of land, 
* out of the improvement whereof they paid him tribute, 
* and maintained themſelves with their own hard labour, 
as by the hardneſs of their hands did appear, which 
then they ſnewed him. He then enquired of them 
concerning Chriſt, and what kind of a kingdom it was 
his followers talked of, and when it would appear? The 
replied, That Chriſt's kingdom was not of this world, 
nor did it conſiſt in the grandeur and dominions 
© thereof ; but that his was an heavenly and angelical 
kingdom, and would finally take place at the end of 
© the world; when, coming in great glory, our Lord 
© would judge the quick and the dead, and reward every 
* one according to their work.“ The emperor judgin 
by their implicity and meanneſs, that no danger coul 
acerue to him, diſmiſſed them without any ſeverity ; 
however, they were accounted chriſtian martyrs and 
preferred to great employments in the reign of the 
emperor Trajan. | 
St. Jude left only one epiſtle of catholic and univerſal 
concern, inſcribed at large to all chrifiians ; it was ſome- 
time before it met with a general reception in the 
church, but was afterwards added to the ſcripture 
canon; the author indeed ſtiles not himſelf an apoſtle, 
no more doth St. James nor St. John, nor ſometimes 
St. Paul himſelf ; why ſhould he fare the. worſe for 
calling himſelf, The ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt ? When he 
might have-added, not only an apoſtle but the brother of 
our Lord. The deſign of his epiſtle is to preſerve the 
chriſtians from being infected with the leoſe and 
debauched principles vented by Simon Magus and his 
followers, whoſe wretched doctrines and practices he 
briefly and elegantly repreſents, who ought to be avoided 
as pernicious ſeducers, left they ſhould periſh*with them 
in that terrible vengeance which was ready to overtake 
them, $5 The 
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The LIFE of ST. SIMON the Apaſile, called 
the Zealot, who was crucified in Perſia. 


His feſtival is obſerved with that of St. Jude, Oct. 28. 


IT. SIMON the apoſtle was, as ſome think, one of 
the four brothers of our Lord, ſons of Joſeph, by a 
former marriage; in the catalogue of the apoſtles he is 
called Simon the Canaanite, as alſo Simon Zelotes, or 
the Zealot ; probably from his active warm temper, and 
zealous forwardnefs in ſome particular way or profeſſion 
of religion, before his coming to our Saviour ; for the 
better underſtanding this, we muſt know, that there 
was a diftint ſet among the Jews, called the ſect of 
the Zealots; they were earneſt aſſertors of the honour 
of the law, and the ſtrictneſs and purity of religion; 
inſomuch that they took upon themſelves to queſtion 
aotorious offenders, withont ſtaying for the ordina 
formalities of the law, yea when the caſe required, 
executing capital vengeance upon them ; till at length 
their zeal degenerating into all mannex of licentiouſ- 
neſs and extravagance, they not only became the peſts 
of government at home, but opened a door for the 
Romans to break in upon them, to their final and 
irrecove — rable ruin. ; 2 : | 
ey were continually prompting the e to 
throw MF the Roman 1 and recover re 
liberty, and thereby bringing all things into diſorder 
and confuſion, made advantage to themſelves of thoſe 
commotions ; Joſephus the Jewiſh biſtorian, complaias 
ievouſly of them, and gives a large account of their 
ſeditious practices, and every where bewails their 
villanies, as being the greateſt plague to their nation : 
Nay, when Jeruſalem was cloſely beſieged by the 
Romans, ceaſed not to create tumults and factions with- 
in the city, and were indeed the main cauſe of the 
Jews ill ſucceſs in that fatal war. It is probable that 
all who went under the nation of this ſe, were of this 
ungodly and wretched temper, but that ſome of them 


Were 
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were of a more ſober and peaceable diſpoſition ; and as 
it is not to be doubted, but that our Simon was one of 
the ſect in general, ſo there is reaſon to believe he was 
of the better fort, however, this makes no more a re- 
fleion.upon kis being called to the apoſtleſnip, than it 
did upon St. Matthew, who was before a publican, or 
St. Paul's being a phatiſce, and ſo zcaloutly perſecuting 
the church of God. | 
Being inveſted in the apoſtolical office, no farther 
mention is made in the hiſtory of the goſpel, :uncern- 
ing what the apoſtles did, till their diſperſion up and 
down the world, and he then doubtleſs applied himſelf 
to the performance of his office and charge, He is 
ſaid to have directed his travels toward Egvpt ; theace 
to Cyrene and Africa, and throughout Mauritania, and 
all Lybia, preaching the goſpel in theſe remete and 
barbarous countries; nor could the coldneſs of the 
climate benumb his zeal, or hinder himſelf from ſhip- 
ping himſelf over to thoſe northern parts of the world, 
yea, even to Britaia itſelf, where he 1s ſaid to have 
preached the goſpel, and wrought many miracles ; and 
afterwards — — of all the troubles and diſficulties 
which he underwent, ſuffered martyrdom for the faith 
of Chriſt, being crucified by the infidels in the eaſtern 
country, and buried with them. - 

Others indeed affirm, that after he had preacked the 
goſpel in Egypt, he went into Meſopotamia, where he 
met with St. Jade the apoſtle, and accompanied him in 
his journey to Perſia, where having gained a conſide ra- 
ble harveſt to the chriſtian faith, they were both crown- 
ed with martyrdom; but it is the opinion of learned 
men, that this account hath no clear foundation in 
antiquity to build upon. 
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The LIFE of Sr. MATTHIAS, who was 
faid to have been firft Roned, and then beheaded. 


His Memory is celebrated, February 24. 


33 ULAR remarks concerning St. Matthias are 
not to be expected from the hiſtory of the goſpel, 


he not amy Far apoſtle of the firſt election. He was 


one of our Lord's diſciples, and probably one of the 
ſeventy that had attended him in the whole courſe of 
his public miniſtry, and after his deceaſe was elected 
into the apoſtleſhip, upon this occaſion ; Judas Iſcariot, 


who had been one of the twelve immediately called by 


Chriſt, to be one of the intimate diſciples; equal: » 
empowered, and commiſſioned with the reſt to preach 
and work miracles, and yet all this while was a man o. 
vile and corrupt defigns, branded with no meaner 
character than thief and murderer, proſtituting religion, 
and the honour of his office to coyetouſneſs, and evil 
acts, which baſe temper betrayed him, as in the iſſue, 
to the moſt fatal end, ſo to the molt deſperate attempt; 
yea, to the moſt prodigious impiety that ever the fun 
ſhone upon, namely, the betraying of his innocent: 
Lord and Maſter, into the hands of his cruel enemies; 
but afterward awakened with the horror of the fact, 


his conſcience aſſaulted him ſo ſeverely, that not able: 


to bear under the furious revenges of his own mind, he 
* reſted till he had diſpatched himſelf by a violent 
eat 5 

A vacancy * thus made, the firſt thing they did 
after their return from Mount Olivet, where our Lord 
took his leave of them to go to St. John's houſe in 
Sion, was to fill up the number with a proper perſon, 
two were propounded in order to the choice, Joſeph 
called Barſabas, and Matthias: The way of election was 
by lot, according to the uſual cuſtom of the Jews in 
doubrfal caſes ; the lots being put in, Matthias's name 
was drawn ont, and he thereby dignify'd with the 

a apoſtolica) 
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apoſtolical office. Not long after the promiſed powers 
of the Holy Ghoſt were conferred upon the apoſtles to 
quality them for that great and difficult employment, 
upon which they were ſent ; and among the reſt St. 
Matthias beſtowed the firſt fruits of his miniſtry in the 
province of Judea, where kaving reaped a conſiderable 
harveſt, he -betook himſelf to other countries; one 
writes, that he preached the goſpel in Macedonia, 
where the gentiles, to make an experiment of his faith . 
and integrity, gave him a poiſonous and intoxicating 
poiſon, which he cheerfully drank off in the name of 
Chriſt, without the leaſt prejudice to himſelf ; and the 
ſame poiſon having deprived an hundred and fifty of 
their light, by his laying his hand upon them, recovered - 
them again. | 
The Greeks with more probability, report him to 

have travelled eaſtward, ſome ſay to Ethiopia, the in- 
habitants where he came, were very wild and barbarous, 
and his uſage amongſt them was accordingly ; for here 
meeting with a people of fierce and untractable humour, 
he was treated by them with great inhumanity; from 
whom after all his labours and ſufferings, a numerous 
converſion of perſons to chriſtianity, he obtained at laſt 
the crown of martyrdom, in the ſixty firſt year from 
our Lord's nativity. | 
There is little certainty of the manner of his death; 
ſome: writers of reputation report, that he died at a 
place called Sebaſtople, and that he was buried near the 
temple of the ſun. Another relates, That he was 
ſeized by the Jews, and as a blaſphemer, to have been 
firſt ſtoned, and then beheaded. But the Greeks and 
other antiquaries writes, That he was crueified, and that 
his body was preferved a long time at Jeruſalem, ſup- 
poſed to have been tranſlated by the devotion of Helena, 
mother to Conſtantine the Great, to Rome; where 
ſome parts of it are pretended to be ſhewn with great 
vereratian ; though others with as much fierceneſs con- 
tend, that his relicks are brought to, and are ſtill pre- 
ſerved in Trires in Germany. His memory is celebrated 
i the weſtern churches, Feb. 24. Among many other 


apocryphal 
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apocryphal writings attributed to the apoſtles, there 
was a goſvel publiſhed under the name of St. Matthias, 
mentioned by Eſebius, and condemned with the xeſt, 
by Goluſius biſhop of Rome, as it had been rejected by 
others before him. Under his name alſo, there was 
extant, traditions cited by Clemens of Alexandria, 
from whence doubtleſs the Nicolaitans panning many 
vile and ſcandalous doctrines, and the arcionites and 
Valentinians under the pretended patronage of — 
defended ſome of the moſt abſurd and impious opi "ng 
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"The LIFE of Sr. BARN ABA 8, the 45e 
of the Gentiles, wha was ſioned by the Jews at 
Salamais. | 


His Feſtival is obſerved, June Lt, 


E was firſt named Joſes or Joſeph, and afterwards 
Barnabas, which ſignifies, The ſon of conſola- 
tion,“ given him by the apoſtles, becauſe he had a 
ſingular gift and art in comforting the weak; he being 
repreſented in the holy writ, as a perſon, of a com. 
Monate, mild and eaſy temper, very ready to forgive 
injuries, yet of a majeſtic and awful carriage, com- 
manding reſpect and reverence ; he was a Jew of the 
tribe of Levi, and is reckoned to be the principal of the 
ſeventy difciples. After our Lord's aſcenſion, perceir- 
ing that the neceſſities of the churches required relief, 
he ſold an eſtate which he had in the iſle of Cyprus, 
and brought the whole price to be diſtributed by thc 
1 8 to thoſe that were moſt indigent, and in want; 
this practice was followed by ſeveral other chriſtians at 
that time, none of them thinking it juſt or reaſonable 
for themſelves to live in plenty while their brethren 
were reduced to ftraits for want of the conveniences of 
this life, and therefore had all things in common; 
wherein the charity of Barnabas was very remarkable, 
His eſtate being much larger than any af the reſt, who 
ve * firſt example of charity and bounty to the 
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After the ſale of his eſtate, he made his reſidence in 
Jeruſalem, whither Paul coming three years after his 
converſion, the apoſtles denied them admittance into 
their ſociety, who had been ſuch a furious perſecutor of 
the chriſtians, and made; his name terrible among them. 
But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apoſtles, 
and declared unto them, how he had ſeen the Lord on 
the way, and how he had ſpoken to him, and that he 
bad preached boldly at Bamaſeus, in the name of 
Jeſus ; whereupon he was received into their followſhip, 
and he was with them, coming in and going out at 
Jeruſalem, aſſerting to the Jews, that Jeſus was the true 
Meffiah, by which he ſo enraged the Jews called 
Helemiſts, that they conſpired to take away his life. 

Some years after, fome chriſtian Jews fled from the 
perſecution that was raiſed at Jerufalem, about St. 
Stephen: Now when they were in the church of 
Antioch, as they miniſtred to the Lord, the Holy 
Ghoſt ſaid, « Separate me Barnabas and Saul, for the 
© work whereto | have called them ;* ſo when they had 
faſted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they 
ſent them away, Barnabas coming to Antioch, to ſet 
things in order, upon his arrival, beheld with great joy, 
the great progreſs of the goſpel among them, and ex- 
horting them to continue ftedfaft in the truth and 
doctrines of chriſtianity, confirmed many therein; he 
aſterward ſent for Paul to Antioch, to aſſiſt him in the 
propagation of the goſpel; and he with Paul carried 
the contributions of the chriſtians of Antioch 40 
Jeruſalem : At length upon ſome difference about 
eircumciſion, they were ſeparated, Barnabas failing to 
Cyprus, and Paul to Syria and Cilicia, but they were 
afterward fully reconciled, retaining their chriftiancharity _ 
and love one to another, and to the ſouls of their brethren, 
and then parted by diftant regions from each other. 

Some of the ancients write, bat he continued till 
dis death in Cyprus, but preached the goſpel in other 
7 and was ſent by him to Corinth, along with 

itus. He was a prophet and a teacher, of whom the 
council of the apoſtles gave this character, that he Was 
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a man who had hazarded his life for the Lord Jeſus, 
and had entirely given up himſelf to the labour gt 
preaching the goſpel. There is an epiſtle that goes 
under his name ; which,. if he was the author of, he 
maſt have lived till after the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 
which was ſeventy years after the birth of our Saviour; 
and is recorded to have ſuffered martyrdom, being 
ſtoned to death by the Jews at Salamis, and te have 
been buried within a furlong of that city; there 15 
likewiſe a goſpel attributed to him, as well as to St. 
Matthias; and another of the acts of Barnabas, pre- 
tended to be written by John Mark, his couſin, who 
went with him into Cyprus, both of them ſeem to be 
the inventions of ſome- perſons in latter ages, being 
filled with fables and impertinences, 
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The LIFE of Sr. PAUL, who was beheaded 
at Rome, by Nero, the Roman tyrant. © © 
His Feaft is celebrated, January 25. 


AT. PAUL was born at Tarſus, the Metropolis df 
Cilicia, a city very rich, with an academy and 


- ſchools for polite learning and Philoſophy ; his parents 


were Jews, of the tribe of Benjamin, the youngeſt ſon 
of the old patriarch, Jacob, who thus propheſied of him, 
Benjamin ſhall raven as a wolf; in the morning he 
© ſhall devour the prey, and at night he ſhall divide the 
* ſpoil ;”- this prophetieal character Tertulian and others. 
after him will have to be accompliſhed in our apoſtle ; 
© as the ravenous wolf in the morning, devouring: the 
© prey ;* that is, a perſecutor of the church in the firit 
part of his life, deſtroying the flock of God; and in 
the evening dividing the ſpoil ;* that is, in his declined 
and reduced age, a doctor of the nation, feeding and 


diſtributing to Chriſt's ſheep. MY | 
In his youth he was educated at Tarſss being fully 
iuſtructed in the ſchools, in all liberal arts and ſcience 
© wheteby he became acquainted with all CIC, 
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and the Jews having a maxim, © That he who learns not 
© his ſon a trade, teacheth him to be a thief,” he was 
bred a tent-maker, and therefore in the writings of the 
| Rabbies, they were generally nominated by their call- 
ings, as Rabbi Joſes the tanner, Rabbi E the 
* ſhoe-maker, Rabbi Juda the baker; they daily working 
at their trades, to maintain themſelves with their own 
hands: Having laid foundations of human learning at 
Tarſus, he was ſeat by his parents to Jeruſalem, to be 
perfected in the ſtudy of the law, under the tutelage of 
Rabbi Gamaliel, the ſon of that Simeon, who it is 
thought came into the temple and took Chriſt into his 
arms, Gamaliel was prefident of the court of the San- 
hedrim, and doctor of the civil law, who made that 
wiſe and excellent ſpeech, in behalf of the apoſtles and . 
their doctrine ; nay, he is faid to be a chriſtian, and his 
fitting in that great couneil is connived at by the 8 
that he might the better favour their affairs. Among 
the various ſects of the Jewiſh church, he was eſpecially 
educated in the principles and inſtitutions of the pager- 
ſees, who were exceſſively proud and inſolent, cenſuring 
whoſoever was not of their way, as teprobates; counting 
none pious but themſclves, and that all others were ſons 
of the earth: Probably Paul might be of a better 
principle than ſeme others, however, he could not 
endure contradiction nor novelty in religion, and 
therefore when the Jews put St. Stephen to death, 
he ſtood by, and kept the clothes of his executioners, 
my thereby loudly proclaimed his conſent to his mar- 
tyrdom. 2 "2 
The ftorm thus began, a violent perſecution of the 
chriſtians began at Jeruſalem, wherein our apoſtle was 
a prime agent, being employed by the high prieſt, to 
hunt and find out theſe new heretics, Who preached 
= againſt the law of Moſes ; getting a warrant*trom the 
»+ Sanhedrim, to go and diſturb the ſynagogues at Damaſ- 
> cas, whither many of the poor diſtreſſed chriſtians were 
$f Hed, But God defigning him for work of another 
Er natute, ſto pt him in his journey, as we read at large 
in di acts of the apoſtles, a8 like wiſe of his travels in 
We N 257 Paleſtine 
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Paleſtine and adjacent countries, and his dangerous 
voyage to Rome. | 

hen he came to Rome, he acquainted the Jewiſh 
conſiſtory, That thoogh he had been guilty of no crime, 
yet he was delivered into the hands of the Roman gov- 
© ernours, only for his conftantly aſſerting the reſutrection 
of the dead, which was the hope of every true Iſtaelite. 
They replied, That they had received no advice con. 


© c>rning his religion which was every where decryed | 


© both by the Jews and gentiles.“ At a day appointed 
he diſcourſed to them from 2 to night, con- 
cerning the doctrine of the holy Jeſus, yet ſome per- 
fiſting in their infidelity, he told them plainly, © That 
© henceforth he would turn his preaching to the gentiles, 
* who would be glad to accept what they had ſcorufully 
rxejected.ꝰ 
He was called by two names, one Hebrew, the 

other Latin, probably referring both to his Jewiſh and 
Roman capacity and relation ; Saul was a name common 
in the tribe of Benjamin ever fince the firſt king of 
Iſrael, who was choſen out of that tribe, in memory 
whereof they ſo named their children at their circum- 
eiſion. His other was Paul, aſſumed by him, as ſome 
think at his converſion, to denote his humility ; and 
others, that it was in memory of his converting Sergius 
Paulus, the Roman governour to the chriſtian faith- 

After this he was brought to his firſt hearing before 
the Roman emperor, where thoſe friends which he 
expected ſhould ſtand by him plainly deſerting him, but 
God Rood by him and encouraged him. Two years he 
preached at Rome, in his own hired houſe, convertin 
ſome of all ranks and qualities, yea, ſeveral belonging 
to the court itſelf ; here he met with Peter, and they 
were both together thrown into priſon, upon the perſe- 
cution raiſed againſt the chriſtians, under pretence they 
had fired the city, though it was done by Nero's ſpecial 
command, Some of the, ancients make him engaged 
with Peter in procuring the full of that miſerable wretch 
Simon Magus, which ſtirred up the emperor's implacable 
rage and fury againſt him. Another writes, that havin 
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eonverted one of Nero's concubines, of whom he was 
extremely fond, and reduced her to a life of much 
ſtrictneſs and chaſtity, ſo that ſhe abſolutely refuſed to 
somply with the emperor's wanton and impure embraces ; 
ke thereupon treated the apoſtle outrageouſly, calling 
him impoſtor, and a perverter of his ſubjects ; giving 
erders that he ſhould be ſent to priſon ; but underſtand- 
ing that he ftill continued to perſuade the lady; who 
viſited him, to eontinue in her chriſtian and pivus 
reſolution, he commanded him to be put to deat, As 
a2 Roman citizen, he was exempted from ſcourging, as 
malefaQors uſed to be before their execution ; to which 
when he was led, he is ſaid to have converted three of 
the ſoldiers who guarded him, and within a few days after, 
by the emperor's command, became martyrs for the 
faith. Being come to the place, about three miles from 
Rome, he cheerfully gave his neck to the fatal ſtroke ; 
drueifying being too infamous a death for any but the 
worſt of ilaves ; beheading being counted a more noble 
kind of death amongſt moſt nations. | 

Tradition reported, (which many of the fathers verify) 
that when he was beheaded, a liquor more like milk 
than blood iſſued from his veins, and ſpouted upon the 
clothes of the executioner, which St. Chryſoſtom ſaith 
became the means of his converſion, with many others 
to the faith : He adds that the apoitle ſuffered martyrdom 
in the fixty eighth year of his age, and Conſtantine built 
a ſtately church to his memory, where his remains were 
buricd about two hundred years after, 
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